YESTERDAY’S HERITAGE
SHELBY MILLS
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Recently Alice J. Zacher, Historian for the Town of Shelby, has edited a
book entitled “Yesterday’s Heritage Shelby Mills”. Only 500 copies of
this volume have been printed. It measUres 619 inches and contains
eighty-two pages with twenty-three photographs and several
illustrations. These books which sell for $6.00 can be purchased from
Alice Zacher directly or from the Shelby Town Hall, the Medina
lSociet
poriw

Vol. Vil

CWLattifl

rcanø
QTh @
Histo
Co

1kttjtithtn of

Ii..._..._.s..__.
--I
Shelby Mills” which was written by Historian Zach
er:
“I was appointed historian for the Town of Shel
by
searching through the articles acquired throu in January 1981. In
writings of Mr. Herbert S. Weet were discovere gh this position, the
d. These writings have
laid dormant for over thirty years; however, it has
been my feeling that
his research should come alive and be in
Prin
for
t
residents in this township. History should be shared andthe benefit of the
it was Mr. Weet’s
desire to gather these facts, put them down
on
pape
r and someday
publish them. It is with this thought and reaso
asked and received from the Town Board of ning in mind that I have
the Town of Shelby per
mission to have this information published.
It must betemphasized that the research and
work of Herbert S. Weet. It was done during his writings are entirely the
years as historian for the
Town of Shelby, namely 1947-1953. It has
updated according to foot
notes to the best of my ability. Mr. West,been
in his
his Town Board at that tim of which Justin Robwritings, gave thanks to
erts was Supervisor. He
especially gave thanks to Mrs. Hattie Bent
ley (Town Clerk) and Mr.
Joseph Achifies (County Historian) for their never
failing and invaluable
help.
“I personally believe that our young people
‘bustling’ hamlet that Shelby Center once was should be aware of the
history. Mr. Weet not only enlightened us with and totally aware of its
the history, but also gave
accounts of daily living, sometimes in a mos
humorous manner. We as
townfolks should be eternally grateful for the tthou
ght, time, and work he
obviously put into this project. Any historian
the hours he spent and know it was certainly can especially appreciate
a labor of
It is with great admiration and respect that his booklove.
be published as a
tribute to a fine historian, teacher, and hum
anitarian Mr. Herbert Seely
Weet.”
Let me mention that Herbert Seely Weet (18711963) was born in the
Town of Shelby. He was educated at the Med
ina
his Masters degree from the University of Roch Academy and received
ester. He served as Prin
cipal of North Tonawanda High School and
later principal of two schools
in Rochester. From 1911 to 1933 he was Sune
Schools. He became a national figure in educrintendent of the Rochester
ation by creating the first
Junior High School System which served as
a model. His work as an
educator was always marked by excellence. Duri
ng his retirement years
in Shelby Center he devoted much of his atten
tion to the research of local
history.
Historian Zacher and the Shelby Town Board
are to be commended for
making Dr. Weet’s work available to the gene
ral public.

