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Yol. VI HARVESTING NATURAL ICE No. 1
At the dawn of recorded history we find that Persian monarchs
led by snow. The Romans alsg used snow for

cooling things in summer. Marco Polo found the Chinese using
milk and water ices as desserts in the Thirteenth Century. In fact,

people wanted something better
than dried and salted meats. Likewise, almost every farm had an
ice house in which ice was preserved for home use, However, with
the advent of electric refrigeration in the 1920°’s this once
important natural ice industry practically ““‘melted’* away over
night. The harvesting of ice is now a thing of the past like gas street
lamps and Passenger pigeons.
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upon the year, Harvesters usually sought and preferred ice which
es thick. As a general rule, the weight
pounds, These were' later subdivided
or 100 pounds. Davis and Stevenson

refrigerator cars, particulary in this areq where perishable fruits
and vegetables such as peaches and leftuce were shipped.

There were hazards in harvesting ice as in any other industry,
Men or horses would slip into the freezing water which called for
immediate rescue by the other workers, In rescuing a horse a rope

, ice houses were
areas exposed to a free circulation of air. Double
straw, hay or sawdust helped to insulate the

arvesters brought ice into the jce house from Bob
Sleigh’s they packed about one foot of sawdust around the ice for
insulation. Sometimes about twenty inches of hay was placed over
the top of the ice. This did not adhere and kept the warm air from

small cakes one at a time and used in the kitchen ice box,
Of course, people who lived

company harvested natural ice because around 1932 they began
making artifical ice in a building on Hamilton Street. However,

ndition although not used in
many years, is on the farm of Lee Harding just north of Childs.
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