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ALBERT S. WARNER 1845-1907
“I have said a dozen times that Warner
would commit suicide, be sent to state
prison or leave the country’’.

-.-William R. Caulkins 1884

One hundred years ago Albert S. Warner
was one of Albion’s most prominent and
flamboyant citizens. He was charming, good
looking (he’s 37 years old in this Napoleonic
pose) and a rakish dresser who greatly
resembled Edwin ‘Booth the actor. He was
president of the First National Bank and a
member of the Board of Education for five
years, also serving as president of that body
in 1881. Influential in Democratic Party
politics he was elected County Treasurer in
1869. He was a thirty-second degree Mason
and an active member of the Fire Department
serving several years as chief engineer. But
somehow everything went wrong. Here is the
story of the failure of the First National Bank

Swan Library. These two brothers were left
heirs of large real estate ownings from which
they gained their basic fortunes. In 1839 the
Bank of Albion commenced business with
these two men as chief stockholders. In 1863
it was reorganized becoming the First
National Bank of Albion with Roswell S.
Burrows as president. Over the years he
became very wealthy through large holdings
of real estate in the mid-west, a coal mine in
Virginia, railroad bonds, Suspension Bridge
stock and many other securities.

In the early 1860’s young Albert S. Warner
known as ‘‘Allie’’ applied for a job at the First
National Bank. Mr. Burrows liked him
immediately and hired him without hesitati-
on. As time passed, he became as shrewd and
careful as his employer could wish him to be.
When age crept upon Mr. Burrows he found
Albert an indispensable assistant. When Mr.
Burrows died in 1879, Albert Warner was
named an executor of the vast $6,000,000
estate and appointed president of the First
National Bank. He was after all, the only one
familiar with all the details for administrating
the bank and estate; and the other
co-executors were willing that he do it in his
own way. But time went on and no accounting
of the estate was forthcoming. There were
many who felt that Warner was speculating
heavily in the stock market. In the Spring of
1884 he constructed a fine roller skating rink
on East Bank Street in Albion at considerable
expense.

William R. Burrows, the only son of Roswell,
became a habitual drinker and thus was
unfitted for the business. Together, he and
Warner invested in the Craig Kidney Cure
Company of Rochester. W.R. Caulkins of that
company was sent to Boston to open a branch
there and W.R. Burrows went with him. It
was however, no secret that W.R. Burrows
did not like Warner as the latter continually
refused to give an inventory of the estate. But
in May 1884 a court order was obtained
directing Warner to show cause why he
should not file an inventory. His excuse was
that the heirs had signed a contract that he
should not file such a document. But August
18, 1884 was set for the inventory to be filed.
It was also in May of 1884 that W.R. Burrows
became deathly sick and it was found upon
examination that he was suffering from
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