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Wilbur saw mill a
great success

he following infor-

mation composed

by Lafayette H.

Beach and pub-
lished in 1911 tells of the
Wilbur Saw Mill. This was
located on East Bank Street
in Albion and operated by
Edward Wilbur (1808-65) up
to his death and did a big
business back in the years
when all the lumber and
shingles used here were
home made.

The farmers would pile
the rhill yard full of logs in
the winter, and these would
be fed through the mill and
reduced to marketable
material.

Every spring the young-
sters would gather in the
mill yard with saucers and
knives and scrape the gum
from the ends of the pine
logs and convert it into
spruce gum. Every “kid” had
his gumn recipe and was able
to make his own chewing

We have a distinct recol-
lection that the first money
we ever earned was made in

the Wilbur mill packing
shingles and we think many
other “old boys” could tell
the same story.

Rafts of logs were also
received by canal from
Tonawanda and reduced to
lumber and shingles.

After Mr. Wilbur’s death
the mill was operated for a
time by his son Sidney, now
living in Florida.

Then it passed to Mason
& Barnard, later was
operated as a sash and blind
factory by Merritt Dunning,
and finally was made a
factory for producing water-
proof coats. Its life was spent
by this time and after being
stripped of all its machinery
the building was
demolished.

The accompanying adver-
tisement published in 1869 is
taken from the Orleans
County Directory. This goes
back to when East Bank
Street was known as Canal
Street.

C.W. Lattin is the
Orleans County historian.




