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“O

ne’s
real

life
is

often
th

e
life

one
does

not
liv

e”.
W

ilde
A

tthe
tim

e
ofhis

d
eath

D
r.

W
.
0
.

B
urbank

w
as

th
e

oldestO
rleans

C
ounty

physician
in

point
of

service.
H

e
w

as
born

in
G

aines,
g
rad

u
ated

from
the

A
lbion

A
cadem

y
and

th
en

th
e

U
niversity

of
B

uffalo
in

M
arch

of
1889.

L
ate

in
A

pril
of

th
e

sam
e

year
he

opened
an

office
at

W
aterp

o
rt

but
tw

o
years

later
he

m
oved

to
P

avilion
in

G
enesee

C
ounty.

H
e

m
arried

his
first

w
ife

th
ere

and
they

had
one

son,
H

om
er.

U
pon

h
er

d
eath

he
m

arried
E

lla
L

attin
of

G
aines

in
1909

from
w

hom
he

sep
arated

in
1920.

D
uring

his
tw

enty
years

of
practice

in
P

avilion
he

w
as

B
uffalo,

R
ochester

and
P

ittsb
u
rg

h
R

ailroad
surgeon,

P
avilion

coroner,
h
ealth

officer
and

a
m

em
ber

of
the

P
avilion

B
oard

of
E

ducation
for

nine
years.

In
1911

he
m

oved
his

practice
into

A
lbion

w
here

he
stayed

for
tw

elve
years

until
he

m
oved

to
G

aines.
T

here
his

office
and

residence
w

as
located

in
the

old
red

brick
store

on
R

t.
104

at
279

w
hich

had
once

belonged
to

H
iram

K
nickerbocker

and
has

since
been

dem
olished.

H
e

w
rote

poetry
for

his
ow

n
am

usem
entand

ju
stprior

to
his

d
eath

had
resided

w
ith

M
rs.

D
aisy

T
ifis

of
G

aines.
N

ow
the

in
terestin

g
p
art--th

e
life

he
did

not
live.--B

A
S

E
B

A
L

L
.

A
nd

it
m

ight
w

ell
have

brought
to

him
fam

e
and

fortune.
H

e
once

struck
out

23
m

en
in

11
innings

and
received

$290
for

pitching
th

ree
gam

es
for

a
L

ockport
team

.
T

he
S

tate
B

aseball
T

hrow
C

ham
pionship

w
as

w
on

by
the

doctor
w

ith
a

pitch
of336

feet.
H

e
is

believed
to

be
the

first
m

an
to

throw
a

d
ro

p
b
all

in
N

ew
Y

ork
S

tate.
A

nd
now

the
story

g
ets

even
b
etter.

A
fter

he
had

started
his

training
to

becom
e

a
physician

he
atten

d
ed

a
W

orld
S

eries
gam

e
w

here
he

m
et

the
renow

ned
and

fam
àus

ball
player

T
y

C
obb.

A
M

end
of

B
urbanks

had
called

him
dow

n
from

the
stands

to
throw

a
few

balls
during

the
w

arm
up

period.
H

is
technique

in
terested

C
obb

and
th

e
professional

challenged
him

to
strike

him
out.

W
ell,

by
now

you’ve
guessed

it.
T

he
doctor

pitched
his

speedy
drop

ball
to

C
obb,

striking
him

out
th

ree
successive

tim
es.

T
he

team
m

an
ag

er
noticed

the
feat

w
ith

g
reat

adm
iration

and
offered

young
B

urbank
$100,000

w
ithin

ten
years,

b
u
t

w
ork

as
a

doctor
has

a
stro

n
g
er

appeal.
D

r.
B

urbank
w

as
related

to
the

noted
horticulturalist

L
uther

B
urbank

and
also

to
the

fam
ous

new
spaper

publisher
H

orace
G

reeley.
T

he
doctor

once
said

how
ever,

“It
isn’t

your
fam

ily
record

b
u
t

w
hat

you
are

yourself
th

at
co

u
n
ts.”
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