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DR. WILLIAM O. BURBANK 1860 - 1947
‘‘One’s real life is often

- the life one does not live’’, --- Wilde ;
At the time of his death Dr. W. O. Burbank was the oldest Orleans County
physician in point of service. He was born in Gaines, graduated from the
Albion Academy and then the University of Buffalo in March of 1889. Late
in April of the same year he opened an office at Waterport but two years
later he moved to Pavilion in Genesee County. He married his first wife
there and they had one son, Homer. Upon her death he married Ella Lattin

No. 24

| of Gaines in 1909 from whom he separated in 1920.

_ During his twenty years of practice in Pavilion he was Buffalo, Rochester

and Pittsburgh Railroad surgeon, Pavilion coroner, health officer and a
member of the Pavilion Board of Education for nine Years. In 1911 he
moved his practice into Albion where he stayed for twelve years until he
moved to Gaines. There his office and residence was located in the old red
brick store on Rt. 104 at 279 which had once belonged to Hiram
Knickerbocker and has since been demolished. He wrote poetry for his own
amusement and just prior to his death had resided with Mrs. Daisy Tills of
Gaines.

as a doctor has a stronger appeal.

Dr. Burbank was related to the noted horticulturalist Luther Burbank and
also to the famous newspaper publisher Horace Greeley. The doctor once
said however, “‘It isn’t your family record but what you are yourself that
counts.’’ ®




