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L
ouis

M
onaceffi P

hoto
“Jak

e”
L

andauer,
a

nam
e

w
h
ich

reso
u
n
d
s

b
ey

o
n
d

h
is

g
rav

e.
It

is
th

e
nam

e
of

a
m

an
w

ho
w

as
w

idely
know

n
and

h
ig

h
ly

resp
ected

th
e

len
g
th

an
d

b
read

th
of

O
rleans

C
ounty.

A
lthough

he
died

alm
ost

35
y
e
a
r

ago
he

is
still

rem
em

b
ered

to
d
ay

first
an

d
fo

rem
o
st

as
a

lead
in

g
m

erch
an

t
an

d
p
u
b
lic

S
e
rv

a
n
t

to
his

com
m

unity.

Jacob
L

andauer
atten

d
ed

the
old

&
i

A
cadem

y
c...;a

at
the

age
of

15
b
eg

an
his

em
ploym

ent
and

career
in

his
father’s

drygoods
store

w
hich

w
as

to
give

him
65

years
as

a
b
u
sin

ess
m

an.
In

1905
he

m
arried

E
va

G
oodm

an,
d
au

g
h
ter

of
M

r.
and

M
rs.

A
braham

G
oodm

an.
In

th
at

sam
e

year
they

erected
a

large
house

at
228

W
est

S
tate

S
treet

in
A

lbion
w

here
they

lived
the

rest
of

their
lives.

Jacob
and

E
va

had
one

son
S

tanley.
Itis

his
tw

o
sons,

S
tanley

Jr.
“S

k
ip

”
and

D
onald

“D
o
n
”

w
ho

presently
operate

the
L

andauer
C

lothing
S

tore
in

A
lbion.

T
he

L
andauer

clothing
business

actually
began

in
A

lbion
back

in
1863

w
hen

“Jak
e

‘s”
fath

er
S

im
on

and
a

brother
M

oritz
opened

a
store

on
the

east
side

of
M

ain
S

treet.
T

hese
tw

o
G

erm
an

brothers
first

cam
e

to
A

m
erica,

settling
in

M
acon,

G
eorgia

and
established

a
store

th
ere

but
to

avoid
conflicts

of
the

C
ivil

W
ar

left
the

south
for

O
rleans

C
ounty.

In
1882

S
im

on
and

M
oritz

dissolved
th

eir
p
artn

ersh
ip

so
th

at
M

oritz
could

go
into

business
w

ith
his. sons

L
ouis

and
S

am
and

they
established

a
drygoods

store
know

n
as

U
pper

L
andauers

w
here

the
S

ham
rock

B
ar

is
lo

cated
to

d
ay

.
In

tu
rn

,
S

im
on

w
entinto

b
u
sin

ess
w

ith
his

son
Jacob

and
they

established
a

drygoods
business

at
the

p
resen

t
location

in
1882

know
n

as
L

ow
er

L
andauers.
U

pon
the

d
eath

of
Isaac

L
andauer

in
1895,

L
ouis

and
S

am
his

nephew
s

took
over

his
drygoods

b
u
sin

ess
in

M
edina

w
hich

w
as

located
w

here
the

J.C
.

P
enney

S
tore

is.
T

his
business

becam
e

know
n

as
L

andauer
B

rothers
w

ith
S

am
overseeing

the
M

edina
S

tore
and

L
ouis

looking
after

the
A

lbion
store.
S

im
on

L
andaner

retired
from

L
ow

er
L

andauers
in

1890
and

Jacob
took

a
brother-in-law

,
M

orris
S

trouse
into

p
artn

ersh
ip

.
S

trouse
a
d

m
arried

M
iss

A
ugusta

L
andauer

“Jak
e’s”

sister.
In

1914
the

elder
S

trouse
w

as
succeeded

by
a

son,
“S

id
”

S
touse.

In
1895

the
business

expanded
from

one
store

front
to

tw
o

and
in

1910
these

com
bined

blocks
of

F
.A

.
D

ay
and

D
.P

.
D

ay
w

ere
purchased

by
the

L
andauer

concern.
A

s
a

public
servant

“Jak
e”

L
andauer

w
as

first
elected

to
the

V
illage

B
oard

of
T

rustees.
In

1933
he

w
as

elected
M

ayor
on

the
D

em
ocratic

ticket
over

H
arold

T
hom

pson.
T

hree
years

later
he

w
as

re-elected
w

hen
he

d
efeated

P
eter

A
.

D
ragon.

In
1942

he
com

pleted
his

th
ird

term
w

hich
had

been
w

on
by

a
close

m
argin

over
P

asquale
D

1L&
ura.

A
s

M
ayor

he
succeeded

D
aniel

H
enley,

S
r.

and
w

as
succeeded

by
F

rancis
H

.
B

lake.
D

uring
his

tenure
as

village
head

a
new

w
ater

standpipe
on

S
outh

M
ain

w
as

erected
and

a
new

w
ater

d
ep

artm
en

t
building.

A
lso

several
streets

w
ere

paved.
H

e
w

as
P

resid
en

t
of

the
A

lbion
L

ions
C

lub
and

P
résid

en
t

of
the

A
lbion

C
ham

ber
of

C
om

m
erce.

H
e

w
as

an
active

M
ason,

including
the

B
lue

L
odge,

and
ft

w
as

h
e

as
M

aster
of

R
enovation

L
odge

w
ho

laid
the

corner
stone

in
1906

for
the

old
A

lbion
G

ram
m

ar
S

chool,
then

a
H

igh
School.

F
or

over
30

years
he

had
been

a
m

em
ber

of
the

D
ye

H
ose

C
om

pany.
“Jak

e”
L

andauer
had

a
very

special
hobby.

H
e

w
as

a
collector

of
diam

onds
and

prided
him

self
on

som
e

of
the

item
s

in
his

collection.
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