
etJjrnktnw
of

O
ur

p
ast

through
this

root
is

very
m

uch
alive

an
d

th
e

history
is

m
ore

th
an

dusty
books,

broken
artifacts

and
useless

inform
ation.

A
s

w
e

recollect,
this

root is
an

on-going
process.

H
ow

little
they

know
w

ho
scoff

at
anything

old
and

how
m

uch
they

lose
out

of
life

by
refusing

the
acquaintance.

H
ere

in
our

im
m

ediate
and

p
resen

t
m

idst,
yet

rooted
in

the
p
ast,

is
the

aflurng
C

obblestone
M

useum
C

om
plex

at
C

hilds,
N

.Y
.

H
ave

you
b
een

th
ere

and
seen

all’
six

buildings?
M

ore
th

an
tw

o
hours

of
educational

en
tertain

m
en

t
is

at
our

doorstep.
R

elics
from

our
local

p
ast

becom
e

visual
aids

to
teach

us
taste

and
character

from
w

hich
w

e
can

begin
to

establish
and

aw
areness

ofourselves.
A

nd
from

this
point

of
reference

w
e

can
follow

S
our

roots
to

loftier
life.

M
em

ory
in

d
e
d

can
not

com
prehend

it
all

until
w

e
associate

ourselves
directly

to
the

source
ofoutput.

Y
ou

m
ay

w
onder

if
this

is
for

you.
I

say,
w

elcom
e

it,
it

is
beckoning

-
-

indulge!
T

he
photo

here
w

as
taken

at
Jo

sep
h

V
agg’s

B
lacksm

ith
S

hop
w

hich
is

a
p
art

ofthe
C

obblestone
C

om
plex

S
how

nw
ielding

the
ham

m
er

is
blacksm

ith
D

on
N

ew
com

b
of

G
reece,

N
.Y

.
as

farrier
H

enry
F

lem
m

ing
of

C
larendon

looks
on.

W
hat

a
relief

from
the

plastic
w

orld!
Y

ou
know

,
w

e
are

not
really

so
long

rem
oved

from
the

days
of

forging
horse

shoes,
using

the
backyard

privy
or

w
alking

a
m

ile
to

atten
d

a
one-room

school.
T

he
C

obblestone
C

om
plex

can
give

you
a

glim
pse

of
our

roots.
T

he
m

useum
program

for
the

1981
season

is
about

to
begin

bringing
alive

m
em

ory
and

defining
our

existence.
T

he
first

event
of

the
season

is
the

A
nnual

M
other’s

D
ay

w
eekend

A
rtS

how
M

ay
9

and
10.

D
on

N
ew

com
b

w
ill

dem
onstrate

blacksm
ithing

during
the

S
unday

afternoon
hours.

O
n

July
5

at
11:00

A
.M

.
the

A
nnualP

atriotic
P

rogram
w

ill be
held

w
ith

the
A

m
erican

L
egion

participating.
T

his
is

a
solem

n
event

bespeaking
the

high
Y

ankee
pride

of
our

country’s
founders.

T
his

year
the

C
ountry

A
rts

F
air

and
F

lea
M

arket
w

ill
be

held
A

ugust
15

w
hich

is
a

fun-filled
tim

e
of

brow
sing,

en
tertain

m
en

t
and

sociabifity
in

a
picturesque

settin
g

of
long

ago.
O

ne
of

the
highlights

each
year

is
the

A
nnual

T
our

of
C

obblestone
H

om
es

w
hich

gives
you

a
chance

to
set

foot,
and

step
back

into
tim

e
through

the
charm

of
several

historic
residences.

T
he

to
u
j

w
ill

be
held

S
aturday,

S
eptem

ber
12.

F
ollow

ing
this

on
S

eptem
ber

27
and

“O
lde

T
ym

ers
D

ay”
w

ith
a

U
niversalist

R
evival

and
R

eunion
w

ill
take

place
at

the
C

obblestone
C

hurh.
T

he
rugged

spirit
ofour

ancestors’
individuality

land
their

know
ing

the
im

portance
of

freedom
of

w
orS

hip
w

ill
becom

e
alive.

T
hen

on
O

ctober
18

com
es

the
P

um
pkin

F
estival

and
A

nnual
L

am
plight

P
rogram

.
T

his
occasion

is
m

ixed
w

ith
nature’s

F
all

bounty
am

id
the

flickering
flam

es
and

arom
a

ofkerosene
lam

ps.
T

he
season’s

activities
end

w
ith

a
delightful

C
hristm

as
P

lay
in

the
country

school
tradition

and
party

w
hich

this
year

w
ill

take
place

D
ecem

ber
6.

R
egular

m
useum

hours
bekin

Ju
n
e

23
through

L
abér

D
ay

11-5
T

ues.
-S

at.
1-5

S
undays

and
during

S
ept.

and
O

ct.
1-5

S
undays.

W
on’t

you
com

e
and

be
a

p
art

of
th

ese
exhilarating

experiences
and

recollect
the

p
ast

as
th

at
root

b
ears

us.

@
Th

@
ttean•

C
.W

L
attin

C
ounty

H
isto

rian

L
ouis

M
onacelli

P
hoto

V
O

L
.111

N
o.18

R
E

C
O

L
L

E
C

T
IN

G
O

U
R

R
O

O
T

S
F

rom
“W

ays
of

the
S

pirit,
and

O
ther

E
ssay

s”
by

F
rederic

H
.

H
edge

1805-1890)
an

A
m

erican
tran

scen
d
en

talist
and

U
nitarian

m
inister,

w
e

find
h
e

follow
ing

p
assag

e:
“W

e
reach

back
w

ith
our

recollection
and

find
no

beginning
of

existence.
W

ho
of

us
know

s
anything

except
by

report
of

th
e

5rst
tw

o
years

of
earthy

life?...W
e

began
to

exist
for

others
before

w
e

began
to

exist
for

ourselves.
O

ur
experience

is
not

co-extensive
w

ith
our

being,
our

m
em

ory
does

not
com

prehend
it.

W
e

b
ear

not
the

root,
b
u
t

th
e


