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Recently these two photos were given to the
local history collection at Swan Library by Mr. and
Mrs. John Keding. No information was written on
either photo. However, this is what | can tell for
sure about them.

Both displays were done in the Citizen’s Nation-
al Bank main banking room. Note the bank sign in

ithe one display. In the display with the staircase
\we can clearly see the Italian marble wainscoting
‘the bank had, a bronze lighting fixture, and a photo
1of Titus Coan hanging on the wall. Mr. Coan was a
IDirector and Vice President of the bank. | think
these represent two different years dating back to
the late 1920’s. The revolving cylindrical lamp on
the mantle is one of a series of three which were
popular in the 20's, a forest fire, Niagara Falls and
.a snow storm. We might assume this is the snow-
storm. In fact, the Santa looks like one from the
20’s. All that is fairly obvious. The rest we we can
only assume. But to me, both displays have the
signature of Charles Howard (1896-1966) on
them. We know that in the late twenties he had a
working display in the store window of J.B. Merrill

No. 50

depicting Santa’s work shop. Charlie dressed up
as Santa and performed at a jigsaw to the delight
of children. .

During WWI he had operated a toy shop in
Medina which failed. He was a showman at heart
aways designing stage sets, floats for the N.Y.
Apple Growers Association and extravaganza
exhibits at the Orleans County Fair. Such displays
included a miniature Niagara Falls using 10,000
gallons of sweet cider in 1928, the world’s largest
pie in 1929 and the world's largest cake in 1931.
But underlying all this was his deep interest in
Christmas. In 1937 he established his world-
famous Santa Claus School and in 1953-54
created Christmas Park just west of Albion.
indeed, I'm almost sure this is some of his early
work.

On Monday, Dec. 19 and Monday, Dec. 26 at
6:00 p.m. on CVI Channel 6 | will be giving a haif-
hour talk on Charles Howard. The program is
“Guest What” with Ms. Shirion G. Harris and with
my appearance to promote “Christmas Memories
in Orleans County.”




