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NOVEMBER 1ST MARKS
A CENTURY FOR “KENT”

KENT.NY, LOOKING SOUTH.

From time to time l've written
stories about some of our smaller
communities including Sawyer,
Barre Center, Kendall Mills, Eagle
Harbor and Morton to name a few,
within the last year or so. Cariton
Historian Lysbeth Hoffman,
reminded me recently that Kent, at
least in name, has been with us for
a century. Here is what she has
compiled about this hamlet. The
photos show Kent around 1925.

A small item found in the Octob-
er 31, 1894 issue of “The Orleans
Republican® reads: “East Carlton
railroad station will have its name
officially changed to Kent to-
morrow, Nov. 1st.” Two weeks ear-
lier the same newspaper printed:
“Not everyone has yet got accus-
tomed to the new names for East
Cariton and East Kendall. The for-
mer is Kent and the latter is
Morton.”

These above mentioned items
are the most accurate information
available on the Centennial of the
name of Kent. The community had
been in existence for close to 90
years when this name was
acquired.

The specific date of first settle-
ment is difficult to determine; how-
ever a population was well estab-
lished by the end of the War of
1812.

By 1846 a Baptist Church had
been erected — the same year one
had been built at The Bridges. The
two churches often united in sup-
port of their pastors; hence their
preaching and guidance. The Kent
church burned in the early 1920's,
was soon rebuilt, and this structure
ceased functioning as a church
when the Kent congregation con-
solidated with those of The Bridges
and East Gaines in 1969. The
. building remains now as a
residence.

A peaceful spotbordering Marsh
Creek became the location of the
community cemetery. The earliest
readable stone in “the old section”
shows the death of Charles Ketch-
um in 1823. The burial ground was
officially registered in 1875 as:
“The East Carlion Cemetery.”

By 1875 there were four school
houses within the vicinity of the
hamlet. Education is now gained
from the Albion and Kendall Centr-
al School systems — the dividing
boundary being in the mid-portion
of the community, Ford Street.

The Rome, Watertown and
Ogdensburg Railroad Line
(“HoJack™) was constructed in
1875, right through the middle of
East Cariton, creating Ford Street
as there was a short road running
between the Kent and East Kent
Roads which was incorporated into
the railroad bed and Ford Street
came into being several hundred

yards to the south. The community -

was also known as Brice Station for
a couple of decades. That name is
retained in a small street named
“Briceway.”

By 1894 the hamlet (The Town
of Cariton contains no incorporated
villages) contained a post office,
two stores, a dry house, ware-
house, fruit house, cooperage, the
railroad station, and about 125 resi-
dents living in neat comfortable
homes.

1994 finds Kent having about
125 residents still living in neat
comfortable homes, a post office,
and Carlton Fire Department's Fire
Station #2 housing two fire trucks
and one emergency vehicle.
Motorists approaching the com-
munity from either the north or
south’ find “Kent” and 40 M.P.H.
signs.

A bit of confusion exists occa-

sionally with the post office being
named Kent and a Town (munici-
pality) of Kent being in Putnam
County, in the far eastern part of
New York State, located between
the Hudson River and State of
Connecticut.

No actual documentation has
been discovered on why the name
*Kent" was chosen exceptit is gen-
erally theorized the residents of
100 years ago wanted an identity of
their own. The naming occurredthe
same year East Kendall (also
known as West Hamlin) was
named Morton; and like their neigh-
bors to the east the people of Kent

were tired of East Cariton and Brice
Station did not hold enough mean-
ing for them. Therefore, on Novem-
ber 1, 1894 the Kent railroad sta-
tion, the post office, and community
became forever more: Kent.



