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itwas generally customary back in the 19th cen-
tury for members of a church to own their own pew.
The accompanying indenture from the First Uni-
versalist Society of Gaines, now the historic Cob-
blestone Church, is in essence, a deed to a pew or
a slip as it was called. The grantee was Caleb
Knapp who paid $65.00 for his pew which granted
him “to have and to hold” that certain part of the
meeting house forever.

N:nting one's pew or slip was a means of rais-
¥ money to support the church. Often the galle-
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ries in a meeting house were designated for those
who could not afford to own their pew.up front on
the main fioor. By the early part of the century this
custom of paying pew rent or buying a church pew
had generally been given up. In fact the “Free” in
Free Methodist in part, meant free pews, as one of
the Free Methodist founders, Rev. Loren Stile did
not believe in pew rent.
You will note that this indenture is dated Oct. 26,
1835 and is signed by John Proctor, Clerk of the

Board of Trustees and witnessed by A.
Hutchinson.
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