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Charter of Swan Library

The charter of Swan Library, a small document
measuring 12x16 inches, is the key to service.
Without this legal instrument the library would be
ineligible for any kind of public funding, be it Feder-
al, State or local. Public libraries because of their
various charters, mustcomply to certain state edu-
cation laws. To maintain such a charter and exist
as alegitimate public library it must be open a mini-
mum of 18 hours per week. Unless adequate fund-
Ing is provided, the library cannot meet its required
standard of hours. If this should occur, the state
will, in essence, take away the Swan charter which
was granted on Dec. 21, 1988. The charter is
signed by Anson Judd Upson, Chancellor and
Melvil Dewey, Secretary to the Chancellor. And
yes, this is the Melvil Dewey who came up with the
Idea of the Dewey Decimal System for the organi-
zation of books in a library.

Swan Library was presented to the people in a
ceremony at the First Baptist Church in Albion on
Tuesday evening, Jan. 30, 1800. The doors of the
library were opened first to the public on March 17
(St. Patrick's Day), 1900. This all occurred
because of William G. Swan who was born in Sar-
atoga County in 1882. In 1835 he came to Albion
with his father, with whom he later engaged in bus-
iness. In 1855 he became Superintendent of the
Railway Suspension Bridge at Niagara Falls and
occupied that important position for 38 years. At
the time of his death, which occurred Nov. 10,
11896, he was a director in and the treasurer of the
American Bridge Company and a_prominent
stockhoider of the Puliman Palace Car Company.

An extract from his will is as follows: “Feeling a
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deep interest in the Village of Albion and in. the
County of Orleans, and especially in the young
people of said village and county and believing
that | can in no way better promote their welfare
than by founding a permanent library and reading
room.

“| do therefore devise and bequeath to my exe- |
cutors and trustees herein named the sum of
Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars, in trust neverthe-
less, to be used by them and hereinafter specified.

“Out of said sum | direct my said executors to
purchase a suitable lotin the Village of Albion to be
selected by them and to erect thereon a building
suitable for a library and reading room and such
other purposes as they may think proper and tend-
ing in their opinion toward to improvment of these
for whose benefit it is erected; any of said sum
remaining after the completion of said building
shall be invested in books for said library, neces-
sary furniture annd apparatus and balance of fund
to be invested and used for the proper purposes in
connection therewith.”

Will further directs the organization of an Asso-
ciation to be knewn as “Swan Library” and that the
building, library and trust fund be transferred to the
Association and be held by it for the purposes
mentioned for the residents of the Village of Albion
and such other persons as the Association may
see fit to allow.

Mrs. Emma M. Swan and Mr. Isaac S. Signor
are appointed executors of the will and directed to
carry out the above provisions.

Thirty-five thousand dollars. was not even
enough in the late 1890s to buy alot, erect a build-
ing and then equip it. Therefore, the trustess opted
to buy an existing structure which was the home of
the late Roswell Burrows. The residence was then
transformed into what we know as Swan Library.




