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DR. PHOEBE R. SPRAGUE
1845 — 1904

Dr. Phoebe R. Sprague was the daughter of
anly Sprague of an old and influential family from
olley. She was born on a farm two miles north-
est of Holley on December 11, 1845. After
squiring her early education in a district school,
1e attended the Albion Academy, Holley
sademy and Brockport Collegiate Institue. In
370 she went to Chicago and entered the
loman’s Hospital Medical College where she
‘aduated in 1873.

In 1871, while still in college, she was con-
acted with the Hospital for Women and Children,
1d during the great fire in Chicago she was sent
iLincoln Park, where she won especial honorsin

caring for and nursing the sufferers fromthe fire. In
1874 she went to Springfield,Mass., where she
began the general practice of medicine, and for 25
years was a most successful doctor, not only med-
ically, but financially, she having amassed quite a
fortune through her practices.

She went to New York in 1895 for a post-
graduate course, attending the New York School
of Clinical Medicine, receiving a diploma in gyne-
cology, surgery and electro physics. Soon after
her heaith began to fail and she was found to have
‘angina pectoris’ physicians advised rest. A trip to
Caiifornia was taken, but on her return there was
no rest for her in Springfield, where her practice
had been extensive.

Eventually she gave up this practice and in |
1899 returned to her-family home near Holley. In
due time she purchased a lot on Geddes St. in Hol-
ley and built a home for herself, her sister and two
nieces. She also had two brothers who lived out of
state. '

During the summer of 1904, prior to her deathin
November, she was instrumental in having a
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star organ-
ized. She was immediately elected their first
Worthy Matron and this Chapter of OES was
named the Sprague Chapter in her honor.

Dr. Sprague wa also a member of the Charity
Rebecca Lodge and the Albion Historical Society.
In 1902 Governor Odell appointed her one of the
managers of the Women’s House of Refuge at
Albion where she was subsequently elected sec-
retary of the board. Indeed, Dr. Spraque was an
outstanding and progressive woman for the times,
one who was a credit to her profession and an
inspiration to other women.

“She was a woman full of good works and her
charities extended far beyond her own fami-
ly.......She was possessed of an indomitable will,
which, combined with her great energy and per-
serverance, made her life a success.”




