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The Gallery & Exhibit

The Cobblestone Society & Museum acquired its Visitors Center late in 2021. The historic red brick edifice
was built in the 1830s and remained in private hands until 2021. The first owner and builder was a member
of the Proctor family, founding fathers of the hamlet they created. The “Orleans County Coverlet Exhibit” is
the first exhibition utilizing the rooms on the second floor of the now Thompson-Kast Visitors Center. The 21
coverlets were originally owned by Orleans County residents and later donated to the Museum. They are
displayed, mainly full size, in four upper gallery rooms. The coverlets date from 1835-1847 and include a wide
range of structure types, weaves and patterns. Let us also note that in a fifth gallery room there is an exhibit
of Victorian Paintings by Local Artists.

Foreword

During the first half of the 19" century, most communities in central and western New York hosted
professional weavers. They were considered professional because they practiced the trade to earn most or
all their living. Households typically had a loom in their home as well, on which some of their utilitarian
textiles were woven. These textiles were woven from wool or linen that was produced on the farm. Towels,
bed sheets, tablecloths, and fabric to make clothes were some of the items that were homespun and woven
in the home. The professional weavers also produced utilitarian textiles, but they had specialty items they
wove to sell as well. The specialty textiles required additional equipment and greater skill on the part of the

weaver.

Coverlets were one of those special items that a professional weaver might weave. Coverlets are woven
bedcovers. They were practical as well as decorative. A coverlet is distinguished from a quilt in that a coverlet
was woven and a quilt was made of fabric pieces that were stitched together, with wool or cotton batting
between a top and bottom layer and then the 3 layers were held together by quilting. A coverlet is
additionally distinguished from a woven blanket by having a border pattern different than the centerfield
pattern and coverlets often had distinctive corner blocks as part of the woven pattern. Some types of
coverlets were woven in the home as well as in the professional weave shop. These coverlets did not require
special equipment and often had a weave structure known as overshot or float work. The patterns produced
were sometimes quite complex, but were essentially geometric.

Some professional weavers had special loom attachments that would enable them to weave patterns that



included floral figures, animals, buildings, and other fancier imagery. In addition to fancy images, the loom
attachments also allowed the weavers to weave letters and numbers into the textiles. It became common
practice to personalize the coverlet by weaving into the corner block some combination of date, placename,
client’s name, and/or weaver’s name. These coverlets are often referred to as ‘figured and fancy’ coverlets, to
distinguish them from ‘geometric’ coverlets.

Coverlets were usually woven of wool and cotton. The wool was likely produced locally and spun into yarn in
the home. The cotton yarn was available to purchase in the local general store. The cotton was usually natural
or bleached white. The wool was dyed, in the home or by the coverlet weaver, with blue being the most
common color in New York, though red was not unusual.

Central and western New York abounded with professional weavers in the 1830s and 1840s. There were at
least two professional coverlet weavers in Orleans County. There were likely more, who have not been
documented.

The coverlets in this exhibit date from 1836-1848. Thirteen of the coverlets are inscribed ORLEANS COUNTY.
The Orleans County coverlets in 1847 and 1848 are also inscribed D. P. JOHNSON WEAVER. Research to date
has not uncovered who Johnson was. He is likely the weaver of coverlets woven from 1835-1846 which do not
have a weaver’s name included. Perhaps Johnson added his name in 1847 and 1848 because another coverlet
weaver appeared in the county. J. Shearman/Sherman was a weaver in Livingston County with known
coverlets dating from 1836-1844. But there are also known coverlets by J. Shearman inscribed KENDALL MILLS,
an Orleans County hamlet. J. Shearman apparently wove in Kendall Mill in 1846-1847 and added his name J.
SHEARMAN to the corner block of his coverlets. Perhaps this is what prompted D. P. Johnson to add his name
to the coverlets he wove in 1846 and 1847.

Coverlets were often woven with a client’s name woven in. The name is usually female, often a gift to a young
woman before being married. As a general rule, most professional coverlet weavers were men and most

recipients of coverlets were women.

Kudos to Bill Lattin for recognizing the merit of pulling together the coverlets in the Cobblestone Museum
collection and installing the exhibit. It is a noteworthy collection of coverlets woven in Orleans County or
having a long-term connection to the county. Both geometric patterned coverlets and figured and fancy
coverlets are well represented in the collection. Coverlets were utilitarian in that they were used for warmth,
but were also decorative, when displayed as the top-most bedcovering on an early settler’s bed. Today we can
view coverlets that are almost 200 years old because these fancy coverlets were highly valued and carefully
passed down through the generations as heirlooms.

| would like to acknowledge assistance | received in working with this collection. Cassie Dickson, a North
Carolina weaver and dyer, graciously researched the names of the patterns on the geometric coverlets. Cheryl
Van Denberg of the Alling Coverlet Museum in Palmyra has aided me in my coverlet research. Ron Walter, a
Pennsylvania coverlet collector, and researcher who shares his findings and from whom I’ve learned a lot.

Enjoy these 19" centu ry treasures.

Marty Schlabach
Interlaken, NY
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1. THE PROPERTY OF ASENATH CRAWFORD ORLEANS COUNTY N.Y. 1836

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Flower medallion, repeated, surrounded by small 8-point stars
Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel construction, but only one is present

Fringe: Added fringe

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Asenath Crawford (1810-1859) was about 26 years old, and married, when she received this
coverlet. She was born in Steuben County, NY, but was married to Roswell Crawford, had two children and
living in Gaines, Orleans County for the 1855 NY Census. She is buried in Transit Cemetery in Murray, Orleans
County.

Donor: Unknown
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2. THE PROPERTY OF ORSON V. TOUSLEY WOVE AT HULBERTON ORLEANS COUNTY N.Y. 1839

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion, repeated, with large diamond
Border Pattern: On three sides, thistle theme, and lattice & hexagon edges
Panels: Two panels, with center seam

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Orson V. Tousley was...

Donor: Beryl DeMeyer, 2015. Coverlet was passed through the family from Grandmother Sarah “Sadie”
Chapman, to son Edmunds Leweis Chapman, to Beryl DeMeyer. No known connection to Orson Tousley.
Sadie Chapman was involved with the Orleans Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution.



2A. THE PROPERTY OF FANNY POLER, ORLEANS COUNTY N.
Y. 1842

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave
Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion repeated, with 16
-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow
trees, apple trees, and lattice edge

TII.{I,YP%%'P = i G Panels: Two panels, with center seam
‘FANNY Al Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Fanny Poler
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down through Poler family to Flora Passon, Sharon’s aunt.

3A. The Property of R. W., Orleans County NY, 1839

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave
Color: Very Dark Blue & White
Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Lily medallion, repeated,
with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, eagles with shield,
weeping willow trees, flora, birds, with lattice edge

Panels: Two-panel, with center seam

Fringe: Self Fringe on bottom only, but two halves are
constructed differently

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Unknown, later owned by Margaret
Eleanor Posson whose initials M.E.P. were added in
1925

Donor: Sharon Cassidy, Medina NY, 2023



3. THE PROPERTY OF NANCY WRIGHT ORLEANS COUNTY N. Y. 1846

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two panels, with center seam

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Nancy Wright

Donor: Unknown



4. Three-Color Geometric

Geometric

Weave Structure: Overshot
Color: Orange, Olive, & White
Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Nine Snowballs with Table. (Reference: Of Coverlets, p 204. Note: Even though the mo-
tif is treadled star fashion and not rose fashion, the motifs were still called “snowballs”.)

Border Pattern: On 3 sides, with segments of centerfield pattern repeated
Panels: Two-Panel, with center seam
Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown
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5. Corner Block: “The Property of Ann Dobbs, D. P. Johnson Weaver, Orleans County, NY,1 8 4 7 "

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Tied Beiderwand

Color: Red (terra cotta?) & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel, with center seam

Fringe: Self Fringe, bottom only

Weaver: D.P. Johnson

Original Owner: Ann Dobbs

Donor: Scott & Ruth Barrett, Bloomington, IN, 2010



6. Blue & White Geometric with Initials

Geometric

Weave Structure: Overshot

Color: Blue & White

Wool & Cotton

Fiber:

p 377)

’

Centerfield Pattern: Double Bow Knot (Reference: Of Coverlets

Border Pattern: On 3 sides, with segments of centerfield pattern repeated

Two-Panel, with center seam

Panels

inge: None

Fr

Unknown

Weaver:

inal Owner: Unknown
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7. (Front Closet) Corner Block: “The Property of Sindona Layton, Orleans County, NY,1 8 4 5"

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Black & White (probably dark blue, rather than black)

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel, with center seam

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Sindona Layton
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8. (Closet) Corner Block: “The Property of I. H., Orleans County, NY,1 8 4 0 "

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Black & White (probably dark blue, rather than black)

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion, repeated, with large diamond

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel, with center seam (machine stitched at a later date)

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: |.H., Unknown

Donor: Harold & Elizabeth Root, 1980
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9. Corner Block: “The Property of Betsey Gillett, Orleans County NY,1 8 4 0 "

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave
Color: Very Dark Blue & White
Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Lily medallion, repeated, with 16-point star
Border Pattern: On three sides, eagles with shield, weeping willow trees, flora, birds, with lattice edge

Panels: Two-panel, with center seam

Fringe: Self Fringe on bottom only, but two halves are constructed differently
Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Betsey Gillett

Donor: Karen Gulbicki, Madison, NJ, 2014
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10. Highly Figured Floral

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Highly figured floral medallion repeated, with highly figured diamonds
Border Pattern: On 3 sides, with trademark corner block

Panels: Two-panel, with center seam

Fringe: none

Weaver: Unknown. May have been woven by James Irwin, who wove in Pulaski, Oswego County, NY from
1850-1860. Similar coverlet patterns sometimes had dates and sometimes names woven in or near one or
more of the four corner blocks.

Original Owner: Unknown

Donor: Unknown
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11. Corner Block: “Sarah Louisa Tanner, Eagle Harbor, Orleans CountyNY,1 8 3 5"

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Flower medallion, repeated, surrounded by small 8-point stars

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles with shield, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice and

hexagon edge

Panels: Two-panel construction, but only a fragment is present
Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Sarah Louisa Tanner

Donor: Unknown
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12. (NW Room—SW Wall) Blue & White Geometric

Geometric

Weave Structure: Overshot

Color: Blue & White. (Note color change in one panel, where greenish wool was substituted for blue.)
Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Velvet Rose. (Reference: Of Coverlets, p 200. Keep Me Warm One Night, p 252.)
Border Pattern: None

Panels: Three-panels joined. Very uncommon.

Fringe: Added fringe on 3 sides

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Unknown

Donor: Unknown
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13. (NW Room-N Wall) Blue & White Geometric

Geometric

Weave Structure: Double Weave
Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Carriage Wheel (Reference: Helene Bress, The Coverlet Book, Vol. 2, p 388. It was in
Philo Blakeman’s book of drafts, Weaver’s Assistant.)

Border Pattern: On 3 sides, with segments of centerfield pattern repeated
Panels: Two panels, with center seam

Fringe: Self-fringe, bottom only

Weaver: Unknown

Donor: Unknown



14. Red & White Figured & Fancy

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Red & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: 8-point floral medallions repeated, with birds

Border Pattern: On 4 sides, but folded over, possibly trimmed, and hemmed
Panels: Single panel, woven full width

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Donor: Unknown
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15. (SW Room-NW Corner) Corner Block: “The Property of Delila Carter, Orleans County NY,1 8 3 6 "
Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave
Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Lily, with large diamonds

Border Pattern: On 3 sides, thistle theme

Panels: 2 panel construction, with center seam, but note left panel has been reduced in width, probably to
remove damage

Fringe: None
Weaver: Unknown
Original Owner: Delila Garter

Donor: Unknown
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16. Blue & White Geometric

Geometric

Weave Structure: Overshot

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Double Bow Knot (Reference: Of Coverlets, p 377)
Border Pattern: None

Panels: Two-panel

Fringe: Applied fringe

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: Unknown

Donor: O. Wm. Shelgren, Jr., Buffalo, 2004
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17. Inscription: “MatildaM.Joy,1 8 4 4" R NLATIL DA M. J' ""““"M:#’."

%

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Double Weave

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Rose medallion repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles with shield, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unconfirmed, possibly Harry Tyler or one of his children. Harry Tyler was a very prolific coverlet
weaver who wove primarily in Jefferson County, NY, but also wove for clients in WNY. He never signed his
coverlets, but used a lion trademark and later an eagle. Several other weavers also used a variation of the
lion as a trademark.

Original Owner: Matilda M. Joy (1820-1894), was born in Monroe County, NY, but grew up in the town of
Yates, Orleans County and lived much of her life there. She would have been about 24 years old when this
coverlet was made for her. She married James K. Stroyan in 1848. They had 9 children. She is buried in
Yates Center.

Donor: Unknown



Original Owner:

Minerva (Fish) Simpsonm
Mrs. Asa Simpson
of Carlton
b. June 6, 1994, Cayuga
Co,

d. July 12, 1858,
Carlton
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18. Corner Block: “The Property of M. S., Orleans County NY,1 8 3 8 "

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Tied Beiderwand
Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Lily medallion, repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, eagles with shield, weeping willow trees, flora, birds, with lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel

Fringe: None

Weaver: Unknown

Original Owner: M.S. Minerva (Fish) Simpson or Mrs. Asa Simpson of Carlton, born June 6, 1794, Cayuga
County. Died July 12, 1858, Carlton.

Donor: Alta Forder, Albion.
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19. Corner Block: “The Property of Elizabeth Wickham, D.P. Johnson Weaver, Orleans County, NY,1 8 4 8 "

Figured & Fancy

Weave Structure: Tied Beiderwand

Color: Blue & White

Fiber: Wool & Cotton

Centerfield Pattern: Four-Lily medallion, repeated, with 16-point star

Border Pattern: On three sides, with eagles with shield, weeping willow trees, apple trees, and lattice edge
Panels: Two-panel

Fringe: None

Weaver: D.P.Johnson

Original Owner: Elizabeth Wickham was...

Donor: Don Denniston, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, Alice Sanborn Wall, & Dorothy Sanborn Fuller, 1979
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20. Orange & Tan Geometric

Geometric

Color: 2 Colors, Orange-Tan
Weave Structure: Overshot
Panels: Two

Border: 3 Sides

Donor: Unknown

References:

Bress, Helene. The Coverlet Book : Early American Handwoven Coverlets. Flower Valley Press 2003.

Burnham, Harold B et al. Keep Me Warm One Night: Early Handweaving in Eastern Canada. University of
Toronto Press in Cooperation with the Royal Ontario Museum 1972.

Wilson, Sadye Tune et al. Of Coverlets : The Legacies the Weavers. 1st ed. Tunstede 1983.

Zongor, Melinda et al. Coverlets at the Gilchrist : American Coverlets 1771-1889. 2nd ed/printing ed.
Sprocket Press 2009.




