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ALBION — Over 100 years
ago, “Womanless Wed
dings” were commonplace
throughout the United
States.

Dating back into the 19th
century, faux nuptials were
held in the South as a means
for raising money for chari
ties, churches, and commu
nity organizations. As inter
est in their inherent humor
began to rise, the events
spread like a wildfire across
the entire country.

The Womanless Wedding
was an opportunity for men
to dress up as women, don
some makeup, and over ex
aggerate femininity. These
gentlemen would kiss mem
bers of the crowd — men and
women alike — flash their
garters, adjust whatever
they may have rigged up for
breasts, and act in a gener
ally ‘naughty” manner all for
a few laughs.

Naturally, these became
popular events as com
munity members had no
qualms about paying a little
money to see their neighbors
dressed as women. Publish
ers eventually developed
scripts for such programs
and each event became a
true dramatic performance.
One such set of lines from a
1936 program closes with
the minister introducing the
newlyweds:

Minister:
in the

“Then,
name of

I-wouldn’t-’a’-thought-it, I
pronounce you man and
Two dollars and seventy-five
cents, please?”

Groom: “What’s the
seventy-five cents for? You
promised to splice us for two
dollars.”

Minister: “That’s for hav
ing to look at the bride all
during the ceremony...”

An image shows Eugene
W. “Bud” Wilcox, Jr. dressed
as Theda Bara for a Woman-
less Wedding hosted by the
Albion Rotary Club for the
benefit of the Crippled Chil
dren Fund. Quite the saucy
personality, Bara was an
early silent film actress who
became well known as one
of the earliest sex symbols in
U.S. cinema.

Wilcox was born on Feb.
20, 1891 to Eugene and Al
ice Wilcox, growing up on
West Park Street in Albion.
Following graduation from
Albion High School, Wilcox
enrolled at Lehigh University
where he became a promi
nent athlete while studying
business and participating
as a member of the Psi Upsi
lon fraternity.

After he completed his de
gree in 1915, “Bud” enlisted
with the U.S. Navy during the
First World War and was sta
tioned in New Orleans as a
chief storekeeper. five days
after the conclusion of the
war, he was commissioned
as an Ensign and remained
in the U.S. Naval Reserves
until the end of 1919.

Upon his return to Albion
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Eugene “Bud” Wilcox dressed as silent film star Theda Bara for a
“Womanless Wedding” in Albion.

he worked as a clerk in his fa
ther’s hardware store located
at 98 Main Street, eventually
taking ownership of the busi
ness. The building and hard
ware store still exist today,
now as family Hardware

owned by Fred Miller.
Wilcox was a charter mem

ber of Albion’s Rotary Club,
an active member of the
Presbyterian Church, and a
member of the Elks and Ren
ovation Lodges ofAlbion.


