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-+~ my. step-mother called this neighbor where I had called.

I was having this trouble with this woman, she was going
to go. My step-mother called. and she said: "Johnny
Walker is here now, Wilda." He was going to Erie,
Pennsylvania and she said: "You can ride with Johnny."
And she says: "Call Mrs. Linkey cause she wants you to
come and take care of her husband who is sick." He had
the flu she had said and I got into small-pox. Was I
glad to get out of there. .

He didn't have the flu, he had small-pox ?

I wasn't afraid of anything but my dad was terrified. He
said: "If you get small-pox we will have to put you in the
Pest House."

Do you remember the Pest House in Medina ? That was before
your time, wasn't it ?

That was before my time. But Elmer had gone in with me;
Easter was the next day, we didn't know it was small-pox
and we went to church together and he brought me candy.

So Elmer says: "Well I'm not afraid. If you can go out in
the wening with me we will go riding.” So we didn't dare
go near -anybody. We would park over on State Street Park,
had a coupe, and friends lived over there, friends of
Elmer's that he knew berore he knew me and the kid would
see me and he would.laugh his head otf: "wilda and TSlmer
were over in tne park spooning !" We didn't dare go near
anybody cause T was quarantined with small-pox.

So you were spooning in the car. N\
Yeah, and he said we were over in the park spooning. ©h
. / . —m
we had a wonderful night. - l
That' was in the days before vaccinations, wasn't it ? ’C
They were vaccinating then., I was vaccinated when I was
little,when I was a baby. Just a few days before I went

on lLinkey's case I had been vaccinated, before I had

gone down to Rochester. I was crazy over all my babies

and I'd go visit them afterwards. I went to see Blanche
Tracey in Middleport and her baby was going to be vaccinated
and Dr, Thomas was going to do it and I went with her.

Nr. Thomas was going to vaccinate the baby. I said:

"Dr. 'Thomas, how about vaccinating me too ?" And this
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was just before I got on the small-pox case. And he
said: "0Oh, 1'd be delighted to fix you." So he
vaccinated me along with him. I wasn't afraid anyway

because T'd been vaccinated before.

Mc Wwilda, one of the experiences you had was being present
when someone had Ezigg. Would you tell us about that 2

G That was Mable Woodard. I never was so thrilled in my
life !

Mc How did you happen to witness it ? .

G I was working at the hospital here in maternity and
Mable had her babies. Mable and Barton were both there.

Mc Digd they know that they were going to have twins ?

G They didn't know ahead of time. They were quite

surprised when the second baby came. You know the
placenta came with the first one)and then there was
another baby. I don't remember whether there was two
placentas or if there was just the one. Sometimes there's

two,
Mc You kept track of those babies for awhile?
G Oh yes. Mable died finally. I had a picture there holding
the two; she was holding one and I was holding the other,(h£10435:
Mc The twins were a boy and a girl ?
G No, two girls. I don't know who they married. They

might be around Medina somewhere. Mable and Barton are
both dead. The trouble with me you know is that 1'd
follow up, T kept in touch with”my babies.”

Mc THat's good.

G . Blanche Tracey in Middleport: she had a baby - - and oh
for years - - she came to my wedding. 1In fact she sang
at my wedding. She was one of my patients. And her
hushand was' out walking up and down Marlboro Road with
the baby while I was being married. I had a lot of

wonderful patients.,

Mc Well I helieve we will draw our interview of today to
a close because this tape is running out and we will
continue it,if you would like to,because 1 think it is
very interesting.

G I'm getting a kick out it too !

Me I think future historians would like to hear what you have

to say abkout the hospital; things you will remember later,
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This is‘Tape 2}with WILDA GOMSRUD, Helen
McAllister interviewing. The date is February

2, l1982.

Mc I'm glad we can get together one more time. 1In listening
to the first tape I realized that you had talked about
&t onc time when Little Freddy was with you in the
hospital that you had to wash the diapers;and I don't
think today's nurees would be washing diapers. Would

you tell us about the laundry as you remember it ?

n Wwe had to wash Freddy's diapers because he was the only
baby there; we had to wash all the diapers out, the
habies' diapers.'

Mc They didn't use .paper diépers ?

C ch no. ™ey never heard or such a thing then. We washed
the diapers in a great big hopper that was in the nursery.
“'e always washed the diapers.

Me How did you wash them, did you soak them first ?

C We had to soak them first., ' With a newborn baby it is
terrible to get that all out. And we had to wash them in
this grcat big hopper. Some of them we had to boil.

Mc Where would you dry them ?
G Wwe had a line out on the porch - - we didn't use that too
much - - T just don't remember how we dried them. Ve had

to at least wash the stain out.
Mc How about the laundry for the maternity ?

O

Those things were all sent out. Of course wc washed the
stains out, the blood out of things, then sent them out.
I think there was a laundry down the alley, I can't think
of the name of the people that ran it.

1

MC This laundry was not in the hospital?

G Tt was out. Our uniforms were all done there too,
Me Nid you have your uniforms starched ?

(: Oh ves they were starched.

Mc So that you rustled when you walked ?

# Not quite like they used to bé)but ours were starched.
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All our laundry was done right fhere in this little
laundry, it was down in the alley back of Eagle Strect.

I just can't remember who ran it.

I'm sure somebody will know and we will put it in when we
find out. (Leo Moriarty, 322 Bowman Place, Medina....??)
You talked about working in the basement with patients

who had to be kept away from other patients and you talked
about somcone who had polio. What could you do for the
patient ?

Of course at that time polio was a new disease, no one

knew what to do, they were all scared to death of it.
This young man, they said, had polio and they put me in
the basement to take care of him and of course there is
nothing but the little basement window and if I left him
a minute he'd be up trying to look out the window and
dancing on his legs to see if he was alright. He wasn't
too serious a case and apparently he recovered alright but
he used to scare the life out of me cause he'd be trying
to see out of the cellar window to see if his legs were
alright;he'd be dancing up and down on his cot.

Did you put hot packs on him ?

No, I don't remember that I did. Of course it turned

out that he was alright and he was able to go home before
long. 7T don't remember who he was either.

When this Medina Hospital was first opened and you first

came here someone told me that you were one of the first

night nurses in the hospital.

I was., Ggcared of my shadow, oh I was scared/ I'd have

one or two patients on what' we called the third floor

and 1 was just terrified everytime I had to go up. 1I'd
go up and down on the eievator. I expected somebody was
going to jump at me when I got off. T was scared of my
shadow after béing in"that little house.. The house was

so small compared to the hospital.
You mean the first hospital down on the corner of Eagle ?

Yes, at the corner of Eagle and Prospect.
Wasn't there always a nurse with the patients on the third

floor 2

No, not necessarily. We had a top light and a lower light
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and whichever floor 1lit the light would be on the top.
But there wouldn't necessarily be a nurse on that floor ?
There would be just one nurse on at the beginning because
there was only a few patients. 1I'd go up and down on the
elevator. T was scared to walk up the stairs for fear I'd
meet somebody and I knew there wasn't anybody in the
hospital but still that was a big place for me when I
wasn't used to it.

Were the hospital doors locked at night ? .

I can't remember.that we locked them, they may have been.
"hat's someb&dﬁ;l never thought of. |T doesn't seem to me
as they were locked because we didn't have a bell or
anything.

How about the maternity cases, didn't they usually come

at nignt - - 1n tne full moon ?

They usually called before they came and you would be ready
for them)or the doctor would call to say he was bringing a
patient. Of course I don't remember that we had any babies
at the time when we first opened. A 1

When you said they called 0 ¥ to' another question that
I have. Wwhat about the telephone system in the hospital

as you remember it in 1924 ?

They had two phones and I had a terrible time. 1'd have
somebody on one line and the phone would ring and I didn't
know what' to do.a#¥ I'd pull the button down and I'd shut
them off and be trying to connect up another one.and Miss
Douglas had to get up in the night a couple of times to
straighten me out and finally the operator said: "well I'll
call on just one phone." she said: "Evidently you don't
know how to wggi'those." I didn't; it was all new to me
and it was something different. 1I'd never been alonc in

a big place, it seemed like an awful big place.

Do I understand that you and Miss Somerville and Miss
Douglas were the only nurses working at that time ?
There were other nurses that came on daytimes., 1 don't
_Just remember who all was there. But of course I came
up from the other hospital. We hadlépecials”then, we
had nurses that came in with special patients.

what do you mean when you say "Specials" ?
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when they just took care of the one patient. Slept in
the room on a cot, man or woman it didn't matter, you
slept on a cot in the bedroom with them. I had lots of
special patients,

pid they.fm»! more than having five or six nurses on the

floor 2
They'd have their special. I don't remember just how
many - - - of course there was four people in a ward

downstairs, the men's ward and the women's ward, and there

had to be nurses for maternity down there and there probably

would be two nurses in maternity.

was there a doctor in the hospital at all times ?

No, you had to call the doctor when you wanted him.

wWhat aboﬁt week ends ?

well of coursce we had to work week ends same aé our eight
hours, same as they do now.

what about doctors on the week ends ? Did they come in’
always ? |

I don't think they came in unless it was something
important. Usually the patiehts were in pretty good
shape.

Was the medicine kept under lock and Key ?

Ch yes, the medicines were all kept under lock and key.
The trained nurses passed the medicines out, we didn't.
Tt's all together different now, it's so hard to think
back to just what it was like.

what about the laboratory, I know it's.grown.now even in
the last 20 years that I can remember. Who was the first

Lab Technician that you can remember ?

Macl.aughlin, she was from Buffalo. I don't remember her

first name. We always called her "Mac". She gave it up

and went into the Sisterhood. She was down to St. Mary's

church one time after that and different girls saw her.

No you know why she gave up her lab work ?

well, she had a boy friend and she was going to marry
him and the first thing she kneﬁ he had married someonc
elsc/&aﬂ'Hur heart was broken and she carried on and she
just couldn't face it so she went into the Sisterhood.

she had thought he was going to marry her, they were
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serious with each other, he met somebody else and married
her. T can see her now, she was heart-broken.
Me when she went into the Sisterhood did she continue her

work as a l.ab Technician ?

G I don't know. She came down to St. Mary's once for
something. I didn't happen to go - - not being a
Catholic - - but the girls saw her and they were all
so thrilled. | |

Mc You said when children needed to be operated on that

usually the doctors came from Batavia when the hospital
. e

was first opened in 1924 ?

C It depended on what it was. The doctors who came from
Ratavia were usually operating on some paralytic or
something, trying to help them. There was - - I thought
1'd never forget his name - - he died here recently - -

and we had him in there for months and months with a

crippled leg - - Stanley
Ve It wouldn't be Dr. Johnson or Leseur would it ?
G No they weren't the ones ~ - they operated - -
MC Wwhy did the doctor have to come from Batavia ?

Q

We didn't have any doctors to operate. We didn't have

any specialists,

Mec Do you remember the first surgeon that came to Medina ?
The first that you can remember; it must have been a
pretty exciting time ?

G I can't remember doctors operating.

Ic vYou said there was one doctor who was always taking out

‘ tonsils, who was that ?

G That was Dr. Thomas. I don't think there were any tonsils
left in Medina when he got through.

Me At one time doctors took4tonsils out.,

G The sun porch even would have the cots lined up with the

kids on them and I don't think there is a kid left from that
age k=ft in Medina that didn't have their tonsils out!

Ic Tow long would they have stayed in the hospital when they
cam~ in for that °(Nﬂ‘ Ago TﬁpWJC;_ W/}

& They weren't here long, usually overnight or so. Then they'd

qo home with a nice sore throat. 1Ile operated on one right

after another, my land, we had regular clinics and bled all
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over everything, and the poor kids woula pbe 8o sick! They'd
pe scared to death and I vowed I'd never lose my tonsils to
him,and I never did.

Another human interest story that ties in since our visit
last week. You have read the interview that I did with

Nr. Ross Arnett and I think you have something that is

quitezégﬁeresting that ties in with his stories ?

I knew4Arnetts. Mrs. Arnett was a Oderkirk. I don't
remember whether we had an Oderkirk in the hospital or
not but T knew Mrs. Arnett and Dr. Arnett. They had a
baby and ilmer and I lived down on West Avenue and when
they wanted to go out for a evening they had me come and
stay with the baby. $2.00 a evening I think it was. I
specialed Mrs. Arnett, the doctor's mother, when she was
- - - just before the Gold Sstar Mothers went to France,
and I spcecialed her. And Dr. Arnett came in when they
were ready to go - - she had had a gall bladder operation.
0f course at that time that was a serious operation. He
said his mother was going with the Gold star Mothers .and
I said: "llow can she go, she's just had an operation 2"
"Well she'd be fine, they'd take good care of her on the
boat'." Cf course at that time they went by boa%land she

went and I guess she had a wonderful time. He was so used

to dealing with horses that he wouldn't consider his mother.

Dr. Arnett was a strong person. His wife said that when

she was ready to have her first baby he was out fussing with

a cow. (1. ASmel wos o M,_’W), _

I'm not surprised at that., He didn't think anything of Ho inctle
ker going. I thought it was terrible. 1 said: "My

goodness, she hasn't recuperated from her operation."”

And he said she would be fine when she got there. I //”’_—\‘-*
almost think they went by boat at that time. IV5IE'5

I think that they did. When I interviewed Dr. Arnett, wﬂmm;ﬂ

it was the first time I had ever heard of Gold Star \ W‘f’

Mothers and their trip to France,- That T believe was

to visit the grave of the son who had died and was buried
over there; rather than having the body shipped hack.

There was a whole lot of them went, a whole group of

Cold star Mothers. I think they went from all over.
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It was just wonderful and she got along just grand but

I thought she'd die for sure just getting up and going
after a serious operation.

wilda, I understand you were with women when they gave
birth to their babies and you were with Mable Woodard
when she'had her twins.

she had her twins, I'll never forget it.

Wwhat were the twins names ?

I can't remember. ©Oh it was. Betty and Florence.

what was the husband's name ?

Barton. There was another, the'O'Donnell's had twins but
I wasn't in on that.

You know Hellen waldo ? _ )

oh yes!/ ' Zhe W
I told her that you had told me that she had playedkfor
your ;ﬁ?ding and she said "Yes" and she liked you so
mucﬁ‘that you were with her when she had her babies and '
that she named her daughter, Wilda, after you.

Wilda's a honey. She's been wonderful to me, she's a dear.

Have you had quite a few'women name their babies after you ?

One other girl friend named hers after me, too.

ace Walde, ¥ W )

/ Nob.

That's quite an honor.

I lost all track of the girl friend. Betore I came here

I was a"Qig sister.” They had a”Blg sister council® in
Rochester. : ' )

Yes, you told us about that. "

They would get some girl that wasn't "privileged" to the
extent that you were, you know, trom a different home., She
was living with her grandmother and 1 was her‘big sisterhand‘
she named her daughter after me. Of course she didn't know
what I was doing, I was just being a friend to her. she
was living with her aunt and uncle and I didn't think they
were really very nice people.a= I went down there one
evening to talk to her and we were talking - - there was

a drape on the door and Louise was standing near the light
and all of a sudden that aunt flew in at us and started to
yelljand hoy, I was terrified! We were making plans to
move her, we moved her down into our neighborhood with some

French Canadians that were people that she knew and she
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ROBERT P. MUNSON, M. D. srud

CORNER PARK & WEST AVENUES
MEDINA, N. Y.

September 27, 1929.

To Whom It May Conoern,

1 am glad to state that I

have known liss wilda Edick for five years.
1 have watched her work at the Medina Memorial

Hospital, and consider that she has had ex-
cellent draining and experience.

1 consider her rellable,
sttentive, capable, and tactful.

Dr, Robert Munson
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lived there for quite a long time. She named one of her
children after me. But they're all dead now. Not the

daughter - - I never heard anything from her at all.

Mc You probahly realize that doctérs handle birthing quite
differontly now than they used to ?

G I should imagine so. I haven't seen any births lately
but - -

Mc I suppose if a baby came too early years ago there wasn't
much they could do for it. '

G e had preemies once in awhile.,

Mc How aﬁout Nawn Marie Wrighp, you were telling about how

she weighed 2 pounds and 7 ounces ?
¢ Yes, and wo raised that child! ‘vou ought to look at that
autograph book, I gave it to you didn't I ? Her foot print

is in there.

MC Oh my goodness. What can you tell me about this?
G I was away. on my vacation and T came back and Catherine

Male met me the minute I got in the hospital and she said:
"Ch wilda we got a baby this time. She's a little wce
thing." 2 pounds and I can't remember how many ouncecs
- - it's wmarked in my autograph boék.
Me 2 pounds and 7 ounces. .
G And she =aid: "Come and see it." And I said: "Oh my word !"
when T saw that baby - - "I don't want to take care of it."
Well she says: "You'll probably have to." well wb loved
that baby, Dawn Marie Wright it was. 1In later years I got
in contact with her, and I found she had been married to
‘an older man and we wrote back and forth and she wrote
beautiful letters. Finally her ‘husband died, he was an
older man, and he-had a truck. She sold the truck and
she had one or two children, hesides that one, and she
went to TFlorida, her mother was down there. She's down
in "lorida now. I told her T've got thec foot print.
MC what did they feed a little bhaby like that ?
& 1 think we fed her with a medicine dropper for awhlle till

we got her yoing. Of course she was born while I was away
so other girls had to handle the first part of it.
s That's not even as big as a five pound bag of sugar!

8 Shn was so tiny., I said I'd never be able to take care
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of her when Catherine first showed her to me. But I got

used to her. Can get used to anything.
Mc Jjd like very much to ask you about some of the other early

qgsies'maybe not from the other hospital/but some of the
earlier ones. Marion Heady ?

G Marion Heady took the course here long after T 4did.

Mc Tell me about the course and who was the teacher ?

é Miss Douglas gave a six month course of.trqining and you

had to take tests and have practical nursing besides.
Marion worked with us for years. Caﬁherine Male went in
wiith me. Then Dorothy Forder came and then -the Heady
girls, 7 think they came after Dorothy, and there was
Miss Machvoy there with Miss Douglas and Miss Somerville.

.Mac, I think, was at the old hospital too.

Ve low about Ecatrice Pope (Carroll Mullen)?

o Cch yes, Reatrice Pope took the course under Miss Douglas.
Eventually she got doing X-Ray work, I believe, long after
I left. |

Mc She was with me when we had our last two daughters:fm Q’_fs‘! .

Q

ch was she ?

Mc I asked for her the second time because I liked her =so
much. 5he was very good.

& She was a good nurse, Then we had Edith Johnson too.

FEdith and Pope were awfully good friends, Edith was
older than Pope. Edith gave a shower for her when she
was either getting married or leaving the hospital, The
first time she got married she married Carroll and she
. had a dsughter, I believe, by him. Edith Johnson lived
just before you get to the Ridge, down on Gravel Road,
and she gave a shower and we were all there for that.
nNea left Carroll - and brought her daughter back to

Medina,
hife: Then there were just two of you in the first class ?
e T e
G Catherine rale and I, yes. I think Dorothy Forder was

alone when she went through. I don't remember that

therc was anyone with her. 1 don't rcecmember whether if

there was anybody with Bea or not. The last time I saw
Nca I came into the hospital to see somcone and she was

at the Jdesk and I.didn't fccognize her and her hair was
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kind of henna. I made the mistake of mentioning: "I didn't
know you, your hair's a different color."

Her name is different too now. She quite active in
politics now too. Her husband is the president of the
Medina Historical Society. (Qmm MU%”')

Oh that's what she's interested in. She's into something
else.

she's into politics pretty. strong.

Sshe'd been married before she married him you know: she
married ‘Carroll , she had that one daughter by him.
Tell me about pMr. Bowen. Who was he ?

I think he was one of the head ones at S. A. Cook Company,

furniture.

. What did he have to do with the hospital »

He was the head trustee, the one that everybody turned to
if they needed anything. Miss Douglas went to him for

everything. He was our side-kick.

Who was Illelen VanNorstrand ?

Helen was the telephone operator and handled the bills and

those things. The book-keeper I suppose.
That's before everybody had to have a thousand pieces of

paper for cverytime they moved/

Nothing much to it then.

flow did they handle cases where people were very ill but
they didn't have any money to pay for it ?

Of course we never knew what they were taking in. They
never turned anybody away, everybody was kept there.

I supposce there was some way of getting money from the
county or something.
Do you know what happened to older peopnle ? They didn't

have a North Wing like where you are living now.

Lots of older people, years ago, were kept at home, they
weren't brought to the hospital. I think a lot of them
woul.d be better off at home right now, they wouldn't live
as long. leve they'll keep you alive forever/ 1f you got
a pain, you'll get a pill, it keeps'you going. You can
sce a lot of those people are over 90 years old and that's
my onc objection to this place, I don't want to live long,

I got nothing to live for and I don't want to live on and

on.,



DONALD F. MACDONELL, M, D,
129 WEST CENTER STREKT
MEDINA, N. Y.

L have known Miss Wilda BEdick for almost six years.

During this time I have had ample opportunity for

ohserving her work.

I have no hesitation in recommending her as a nurse

of ability, integrity and industry.

; Y
Medina, N.Y. /| LT
O/ 2D
- VS wir,., ot
Novemher 09,1920 \/

Dr, MacDoneil
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I1f you had felt that way three weeks ago I couldn't be
getting this interview,so you're wrong! If you don't have
a mind and if you are suffering that's differeng but you

are so alect and you have so much to share.

1 do enjoy life when it comes right down to it and I
have a lot of wonderful friends. I got two lovely letters

today. 1've got a little Rochester grand-daughter wno

wrote from out in Seattle, outside or Seattle.

You have her picture on the wall.

Yes. 5She and her husband are both interested in tne

same things and théy're poth having such a good time.,
cne said: "nelieve it or ﬁot the skiing was nothing there
this year and we're just so anxious to closc up here and
get down to our place." They have this land and they want
to get it clcaned and get things.ready so they can start
building their home. They've cut down the woods. It's
outside of Seattle in the State of Washington.

Wwe have enough snow and ice in New York sState this last
month for all winter. .

It'll do us forever.
: 2
CM@ Za@e_#a.lug-b A

Copied from wWilda's Autograph Book

May you rattle along like a good old fliver
With just enough bumps to tickle your liver;
And then may you find at the end of the way
A crown that will fit, and a harp that will play.

to Wilda 1928
from Florence K. Fox
"~ (husband: Elmer Fox, barber)
(sons: Don... also a barber)
Merle
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Wwilda, we are on - on the second side and I would
s —_——
like you to take over and just tell us, if you would like

to and as much as you would like to,about'your intereasts

other than nursing. I know you said you met and married
) J f
a very wonderful man and that you traveled a lot.

we've been to Norway twice, He was Norwegian.

MTow did you go ?

we went by boat the first time and the second time we

flew over, ©Oh, it was beautiful, I can see that water
yel. T was an awful feeling the first night or so to
think we were on water and 7'd think "suppose the boat x
goes down".. It was just like a living palace that we were
traveling on.

Lbout what year was that 2

I'd have to look it up. I might have the date in my
autograph hook.

Who did you stay with or did you stay in a hotel ?

My husbhand was Norwegian and we went to his nieces' and
stayed with them. We saw his sister and wecre ecntertained
by ecveryone over there. They treated us like royality.
What's the food like ? Is it quite different than ours ?
Tt's heautiful over there, of course mountainous. lle was
born over there., He was four years old when his father
died,and he and his mother lived in the end of the

school house. There was a little living quarters and

he lived there with his mother, widowed. He was the

last of soven children. !le said his father was older

than his mother by quite a hit. I remember after we were
marricl the first time he got a letter from Norway and he
clarterd to cry when he opened it and I didn't know why. as=i
his mother had died., 1le felt so had to know he wasn't going
Lo got home to soé her alive again.

530 you nover met-his motﬂer P

‘'o, I neover met her. She was gone when we went over but
he had nicceg. One niece came over here and visited us
for over & month and we just enjoyed her. She could

speak nglish. Of course 1 got over there and I didn't

know Morwcaian but the ones that could speak English - -

most. of them learn fnglish in school - - - and they could j&iﬂ%



Mc

McC

Gomsrud 39

to me and we just had a wonderful time.

what was the food like in Norway ?

wonderful, just grand/ Norwegians fix everything so

fancy that wouldn't believe it. They could make beautiful
sandwiches and coffee, you had that every afternoon, you
know,” you had to have your coffee hour. They go strong on
coffee and little cakes and cookies. We stayed out in
the country with his sister and her husband. We just had
a wonderful time. 1It's almost impossible to think of all
the good times and things we did. Wwe héd picnics and all
the friends that Elmer went to school with would be there.
I have a friend in Rochester and while we were over there
the first time we seqp home a little girl's addreés to a
little friend in Rochester and they started writing and
had letters back before we got home. This last summer

she went to Norway and met her little triend and her
daughter wrote to a girl over there and her daughter had
letters back and forth betore they got home. We went to
Norway twice. The first time we went by boat and the
second.%}me we flew, We had money lert to us and we
figured why put it in the bank, we might bhetter enjoy
ourselvesféo we went to Norway the second time. We flew
the second time and of course I was terrified of that
airport looking out at all the planes. I said to Elmer:
"all these planes szhead of us, we'll hit one of them when
we get up there." When the moon came up I 3just kept putting
the window curtain up and looking at that moon. I said:

. "oh, if the man in the moon came down I'd run away with

him." TI've alwéys loveéed sunsets and the moon.

when I was 12 years old we went out to Saskatchewan and

we spent three weeks, I think, with Mother's niece and

her family on a paire.

Did Elmer have relatives in Canada ?

Not in Canada, no, he did in Norway. That last trip was
with my folks. My mother was Canadian., She had nieces and
nephew over there and her brothers and sisters. We were
over when her mother was alive. At Aunt Libby's, I was a
little kid then and so was Ethel. Ethel was two years

older and some months than I was.
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You had said that your father was a railroad man and so
you had passes to go.'

Yes we had passes. We had a pass on the Cobourg boat.
Wwe could get up in the morning and go to Cobourg any day
we wanted to. Mother wouldn't go.

why wouldn't she go ?

oh, she didn't like it, she didn't care about it. Aall
we had to do was go to downtown' Rocnester and catch the
train and ride out to Cnarlotte and get on the hoat and
go over to Canada,then have a couple of hours roaming
around Cobourg and turn around and come home again.

we usually got a soda when we got orf the boat. Put
Mother never liked tqQ go. We went a few times - - Elmer
and 1 went too and we got pictures of that - -~ us on the
boat. ' |

Where else did you and Elmer travel besides Norway ?
Elmer had a brother out in Oregon. Portland, Oregon.
That's a beautiful state.

And we went out there to his brother's. }ie came to

see us first and then we went out there. 1 remember we

were fixing the house up before they came and we had
ncew linoleum, a bathroom put in - = - Elmer said: "Oh
they couldn't stand it if they didn't have a bathroom

in the house." So we had a bhathroom put in. Course it
was a old house but we had a large clothes-press off our
room - - it was just an ordinary room and we put a
bathroom in there and we were getting all fixed up

. with running water and we had it all fixed when they

came from Portland. But we had been out to see them
and got acquainted with them. Elmer lived out there
with them when he first came from Norway. 1is brother
was already over here. He had two brothers out there.
The first time we went to Montana to the one brother's.

Yis wife had lost her mind and had been sick for a long
time and she had died;and then we went on to Oregon to
see the other brother, His brother said to me: "Wwilda,
wait until you see Neena; Alex can hardly move without
she tells him what to do, she's the bossiest thing you

ever met.," He had me scared to death of her, but she
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was lovely to me. We had an awful good time out therec.

Then after they died, years later, Elmer had to go out

and settle up everything. When he was sick Elmer went

out and then he died so Elmer stayed for the funeral and
then later after she died we went out and the house, and
Everything was left to us and we had to go out and clean *

up everything.

Me That's hard. _

c It was hard. An awful thing, the last of Elmer's people,
it made him feel bad. |

Mc Your husband was a big man wasn't he ?

G He was taller than I am but he wasn't heavy. He wasn't

a heavy sct man. I can't remember just what he weighed.
He was a polisher and plater, he did that kind of work

when he came over here. He‘Eould draw., His picture is
there on the dresser. That was taken near New York City.
We werc visiting someone and they took us over to this
place. ‘2 Norwegian lady lived there and she had Norwegian
food for us.

Me would you tell us when Elmer passed away ?

G He died just two years agoJune 5thj ., it will be three

years this year.
Me That would be 1978.
prt s,
G Last June would have been our 50th wedding anniversary.
It would have been Juns 27th. He hadn't been well for
quite awhile. I took care of him as long as I could.
comebody sent the‘go years agoﬂbf our weddinq)out of . the
Medina paper/and‘sent it to me.and I broke down and cried.
1t was a thoughtless thing to do.
Me They probably thought they were doing something nice.
G Sshe prohably thought I didn't even see it., @Geszs® Russell
waldo always did that you know, put the different years
in. Hc started that. He worked at the paper. hauedion 8 ; ?
Me Yes T know; I interviewed Hellen Waldo. ( RJ
while we are talking about recally all sorts of things,
would you want to tell us how you happened to come to
the long term part of the hospital to stay here ? (Nw'l'tz' WA«.&)

0 It was two years ago after Christmas. Christmas time

they brought my dinner in.
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Mc You were at home ?

G I was alone at home, you see Elmer died in June. I sold
Roger my home with the privilege of having life use of
it. 1 looked after everything.

NMe who is :Roger ?

G Roger Millis, I sold him the home. Jean and Roger did
everything for me. Roger grew up as a neighbor there
and the Millis' were always awfully good to us.

Me This was down near Waterport wasn't it ?

G Yes, Watcrport, They lived up on the hill from us.
(Gomsrud home lbcated on Route #279, south of Route #18.
Elder Millis' home was locatéd on Fuller Road. Mr. and
Mrs. Roger Millis home is located on Route #18, just west
of Kuckville.) I knew his (Roger) mother, in fact I took
care of his aunt in Lyndonville. I knew Mrs. Millis before
that, but I can't just reﬁember how I met her. Wwhen we
moved down there I knew the Millis'., We used to get ouR
milk from them so I saw their family grow up and then as
time went on - - - Of course when we bought our
house it was an awful 1oqking thing, it had three coats
of tar-paper on it and the paper was all rough and ragged
around it. We went in the house to look, it was empty
then, the Land Bank had it, and the wall-paper was hanging
in the dining room. I remember reaching up and pulling

a piece of wall-paper down and Elmer said: "Don't do that !"
And I said: "Why not ? Nobody could live here the way it
is now !" And I tore off a piece.of wall-paper. Well we
‘moved in there and then after Daddy died why we had money
left to us that we could put into something so we put it
into our home. We put a bathroom in off of this clothes-
press off of our bedroom, a beautiful bathroom. we fixed
up the kitchen and put in plumbing. Elmer put in our

own furnace, put it in himselﬁ/ he was a plater and
polisher. He could turn his hand to anything he wanted
to do. He shingled the roof once. There was tar-paper
around the roof and then afterwards we had a contractor.
No, we bought the things, he was going to do it, then
Elmer was sick and this friend came over and brought

this - - kind of an asbestps with stones on it -~ - and
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Elmer was going to do it and he wouldn't let Elmer up

on the roof, he finished that for us. Corlian's father
put a chimney up front for us after Elmer put the furnace
in.

You were living there alone after your husband died ?

I was there alone from June until February. I had for
some time, every once in awhile, I'd fall down but I ,
didn't know what happened and I'd go down so fast. I
would go out to the garage for something and all of a
sudden I'd be on the ground. My knees buckled and T
didn't know what was doing it.sm® So this was cChristmas,
and Jean and her father had bhrougnt me my dinner, her
folks were down to their place, and I had known Roger
since he was a little tike, and then or course he married
Jean and they lived in the neighborhood and they were
always awfully good to us. So I went out to the garage
for something one day and I just went down so fast I
didn't know what happened! I had been telling Jean about
it. I had my dinner and went ouf and washed the dishes
and put them on the sink and I came back in and had a

cup of coffee on my table next to my chair and just as

I got near my chair)down a1 went/aﬁd I knocked the coffee
and my legs hurt so that I couldq't get up and I had to
it there for a long time. Finally I got up and I

called Jean and then I told her. I think this was after
Christmas, T don't think it was Christmas nNay, cause her

folks werce down there then. I said: "oh Jean, I couldn't

. get up off the floor, my knees hurt me awful." Well from

then on T was sick and I didn't know what was the matter
with me. Dr. Bell would come to the house to come to see
me.,

Dr. Bell is in Lyndonville isn't he ?

Yos, he lives on the Roosevelt Highway not too far from

us. He's a Lyndonville doctor. He makes house-calls and
that's why T wanted him., They also have a church up Across
from Millis' house is (On fhe Fuller Road), I don't know
what kind it is. Some religion but I don't know what

kind. nefore this Jean had taken me for a ride and showed

me they were using this Ingraham's house for a church and
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there were flowers out there and she called Mrs. Bell

and told her and she said éhe would come down and get

them. Since then they've had their babies. Dr. Bell

came to the house and talked with Jean,aad so they brought
me in here and I was down in the other part of the hospital.
§E===:E§$E§0,4 young couple came in for church service( he
had preached a service or something) and I didn't go out
right away, I didn't know they were out there’till I heard
them playing the piano, and I went out and I said: "There

were four people in that room." And Jean said: "No, wilda
there were only two of you." I had insurance for a two-

bed room. I was sure there were four people. Jean said
there were four people,in there while I was in there bhut

I was in there with one person at a time. I just couldn't
visualize that. So I didn't know what was what. So this
Sunday this young couple were there, the little girl played
the piano, the mother played the piano, the father had
already spoken before I got over there. This girl came
over and said: "Aren't you Wilda ?" And I said: "Yes,

I'm Wilda." And she said: "I knew you were."

who was the girl ? _

Here she was the one that - - - she said: "I'm DeeDee."

And I said: "DeeDee ?" I didn't know who DeeDee was.

She said: "I was with you down in that room.” And I said:
"Well I vowed there was four of us in there." aAnd she said:
"No, there was only the two." Now that's the first time
I've seen her and I don't remember what' she said her last
name was but I was so surprised, cause I had argued with
Jean that there was four people in that room. So when I
told Jean’she knew who she was. So Jean said: "I told you
there was only two of you." But I could still see the four
people in that room, yet I knew when I came to that - - -
So then when she said that' to me I knew - - -~

But you had passed out.

I must have. Oh my mind wasn't clear for a long time.

Then Jean and Roger took me home and even then my mind

wasn't clear. They took me home and when they picked me
up to take me back she brought lunch over and let me eat
and when they came to get me why she said did I pick up
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anything you wanted. Well I had no notion or leaving
home, I expected I was coming back. I had just gotten
this beautitul Zenith television and here they haa
insurea it on Eimer, and if 1'd known that I'd a had

a fitd 1 chewea my head off when I found out about it.
They bought everything.

who bought it 2

Jean and Roger Millis. I knew where things:were in the

house. I had an ashtray from the North Cape, way up where

the sun never sets, very few people get there. We went

way up there in the middle of the night, here was this
gorgeous great big sun going down)and us climbing the
mountain to see the sun. They said: "why climb up there ?
You go down the road a little ways and you can see it in
the crack in the mountain.” We went on this bus tour.
People just don't understand that unless they are into it.
They thought it wasn't going to come back up again but it
does. So when we.got down on the bus, I kept going ahéad
of Elmer, and he'd say: "wilda, wait for me, wWilda !"
and I kept going faster and faster and finally he caught
up with me. "You make me sick," he said, "you know you've
got to turn around and walk down these stairs and it isn't
going to be easy." I wanted to get to the top. They say
if you go down the road to where the bus stands you can
see that sun just as good as you can up here and it's the
same sun. So I started going down and every step my knees
hurt! thought 1'd die. Elmer said: "If you'd listened to
me you wouldn't have been way up here." I groaned and
groaned all the way to the bottom. That was a wonderful

trip. I've got so many memories. My dad being a rail-

road man, we had passes to Cobourg, we could go every
day and Mother wouldn't go. I think now, boy, I'd have
been on the road all the time! ‘
Yes I think if I had a free pass I would go all the time
too. '

He could get passes for anywhere. Mother wouldn't go.

Is there anyﬁhing at all that you can remember about

being a nurse ? Somewhere you wrote down when one of

your patients died, and patients do die sometimeéjyou

held the hand of someone ?
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Mrs. Maynard; Dr. Maynard's wife, she. was the sweetest

thing. She was holding my hand when she died.

She was in the hospital here ?

No she was at home. She was a dear soul. I want you
to look at my autograph book whilcw.r’xtre cause I
to see what you think of some of them. She wrote in
that. Most of my patients wrote in that for me. She
was a dear. I knew Dr. Maynérd, I knew him well. I

remember one time he balled me out when I was supposed
to be giving chloroform to somebody and I was watching
him, I guess, deliver a baby. He said: "You can't put
her under, Miss Edick, if you don't give her sémething."
I often think of that, He was a dear. He was so nice
to us. Miss Douglas and he were delivering the baby and
I was watrhing them instead of dropping the chloroform.
what about the nurses around here today, are they quite
different or are they pretty much like you were ?

Wwell most of these girls aren't trained, I don't think;
if they are they aren't trained long. They don't make

a bed like we did. We'd never get away with a bed like
they make them. I complimented them today, I told them
I wasn't putting my throw over the top of it because 1
said they really did a good job today and I'll let it
show. I'ost or the time they just throw things together. '
often T go in and makk my bed over after them; they don'f
like that.

Do they have Candy stripers, young girls, to help in the

. hospital here now ?

T can't remember whether they had different uniforms

than we did or not,

Nid they have young girls come in without training

when you were here ? '

Oh' yes thay brought them in without training. Miss
Douglas trained them. Catherine Male and I and Norothy
Forder, we were all = - - well of course I had had a
little training, but the rest of them hadn't. We started
in that old hospital; that was something!
what about the physical therapy, did you have any physical

therapy rooms when you were first starting in 1924 7



MC

- McC

G

Ve

)

Mc

Gomsrud 47

Mo, I can't remember any. We had an X-Ray in the basement’
where we could X-Ray people.

Have ministers always come into the hospitals ?

Oh yes. Nid I tell you abbut Mr. Findley ? _

Yes. Now you and I are sitting in the Chapel Room. < \\
This is the room set aside for people who want to nuen= (

the Chapel. What did they do before they had this room 7

The minister just cAme in and visited them and that was

it. 7T don't remember any priests coming in. .Tather Kelly
used to come all the time to the old hospital but I don't

remember him giving communion or anytning. Now he may
have and I didn't know it.

oes a minister call.,on you regularily ?

Cur minister has just changed. . Rev. Cushman has left,
Ile was here two or three times. I get the Bulletdn from
the church. See the new minister now is there and he has
three churches. So far he hasn't been up to see me.

No they have programs in the other room ? How often do
they have a minister come in ? B
Lvery week end usually. He isn't exactly a minister.

ile was Pentacostal because they left me a paper for
sunday. I didn't go out. Ilc just drives me crazy,

he goes on one foot and then the other and he can't
carry a tune. He didn't have anybody play the piano

and it was terrible. When he did)he doesn't carry a -

“tune.

Do you like to have someone play the piano in there or
not ?
Cch yes, T like to have entertainment, any kind of

entcrtaanont.

Do they do it just on Sundays or do they have other
peojple come in ?

We've had an awful lot of entertaining., Not right
lately. ~“hristmas time they were caroling up and down

the halls after we went to bed. People were marvelous

to us.
How about the rest of the year ?
The rest of the year sometimes somebody comecs in who

wants to cntertain or there's something doing. They're
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always wnlcome. Corky's always welcome.
. e————
Wwho is Corky ?

Jorlian Thiel, she was a Watcrson. She's in charge of

our Nay-Room. I've known her since she was a little girl.
Hor father had his 90th birthday the other day and I took
care of him years ago and he'd say to me: "You took care
of me once, wilda." And 1'A gay: "VYes, and you were the
worst patient 1 ever had," He never pays any attention

to me,

Is the last name Waterson ?

Waterson, her name is Thiel now. <Corlian Thiel.
wWould hies name be John ? .

John “waterson.

ch surel

You azk him if he knows me and he'll tell you. He would

come down almost every Sunday and visit with Elmer.

T think 7 saw Mr. Waterson on the street one day and he

said he'd yone to Hawaii. '

le was going to Hawaii ?

He had been there and he loved it.
L N

He's bheon around a lot. ((,J’ &90 5}05

Ne's- still driving? He had an awful accident here awhile

ago and I didn't know whether he could. They didn't £ind

him guilty but it was Jean's nephew; and John's car was a

Hea's still driving. Would you believe it ?

wreck;but he got another onc.

He has a truck, a pick-up truck,

ow ? e had a truck before I guess but it was wrecked.
why he had a hirthday, Coralian was taking him out and the
girls were taking him out, she has a sister too. Tney
wern- taking him out to dinner on his birthday. So I

sent him a card. 94 years old he was. 1 came down to

the gift shop and I got a card and I sent it to him and
he was so pleased he turned around and sent me a card!
He said he'd never thought he'd hear from me. I used to
talk tcrrible to him when he came down.

1 undcrstand he used to work on the canal when they were
widening it the last time,

I ncver heard that, He was a carpenter and a mason and a
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darn good one. He put our chimney up in front of our
house. fvery Sunday he'd be right there sitting on our
porch. Me'd bring Alice down once in awhile but not too
often. ‘

MeC vho is Mlice ?

o That was his first wife, Coralian's mother. Then he

marricd ¢live. Don't know what her last name was.
[ L

c Now they won't have anything to
do with rcach other. She's down in Florida.
rC Tbat's too had.

't Well, he'd take the Bus here and she'd known him for years,

she worked in that store in Albion for awhile.
1 like to ask you Wilda, looking at you sitting in this

-
o

chair with a very pretty dress on: What do you do when
your clothes need to belaundered! dnes the hosital take

care of it ?

¢ Jean takes them home.
e vou have someone that does this for you ?
& ves, Jean does it for me.

e Supposing you came in without anybody to look after you,
who would do it 2 .

G 1 don't know. Frobably they'd find clothes for you.
They have a laundry here, they do all the underware,

but any dress or anything I need washing why Jean takes
home. 1've never sent mine down. I sent my brassieres
down. 'The day or so before I got sick I bought myself
a lovely garment, paid a big price for it down in RBronson's,
what was Bronson's - - . '

Me Tt's Crowley's now.

” Yes - - - and I got myself two brassieres, Cross=Your-
lleart "rassieres, and I've had the worst time keeoping

track of them. When you've gone for three weeks !

e no you put your name on things 2
o ¢’
7 vou write your name with a marker and T put W.G. on
them, in the little flap so it wouldn't show. 1 lost

three pairs of pants and I was desperate. ] says: "what's
the us~ of getting things if you can't keep them," Well

thna other day my brassicre came back, Now T've got hoth
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my brassieres. You put your clothes in the laundry
and they do a good job. .Now that green dress I had on,
I was going to put it on today but I thought you would
think 7 wore it all the time and T had =ent it to the

laundry and it comes back just beautiful.

-
EY
9]

Mo they charge you for doing the laundry 2
T don't know whether they charge us or not. &verything
that. thoy got from the house will come back into the hospital.

D

Roger pays the mortgqge and Elmer's Social Seccurity, that
all helps pay my way.As Mr. MacCarrol%ﬁa1d- "when your
money's all gone, you're still kept here." That's
wonderful. . ,

Mo ves. T think Medina has a wonderful hospital.

O I just ahout blow up and burst when I think about the

hospital because I saw it come from so-little to so

much! riss Douglas would be =so proud of K
me I thank vou so much for this interview, Wilda, because
you were = one or the first to come in her?’and here

/

you are as the "Queen Mother" really, you really are,

2 T don't know as T'd consider myseft'that put I've been
awful, awful lucky. |

Me n lot of people speak very well of you. I've heen telling
pnoplo I'm going to go do another interview with wilda
'Comgrud g =

& T don't know, maybe if you talk to somec people they'd
say T was terrible.

Mo b Oh'no, not at all.

o T've had a lot of patients around town. 2 lot of them
of cours. arce older people and they are gone by now.

xye Thank you, Wilda.

Transcribed by Lysbeth Hoffman of Waterport, N.Y.
Photos courtesy of Mrs. Gomsrud, copied by Helen McAllister.
Minor changes and corrections, compilation of transcript by

Helen McAllister of Medina,N Y



