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WARREN AM0OS, Medina, N.Y. with: Arden R. McAllister, Or. Co. Historien

Nov. 29, 1977 and Helen M, McAlllister
_A : Amos M_: McAllister
M Warren, I believe you were born over in Millville. Could you tell us where
and a little bit about your own family?
A Could I start with my grendparents? I'd like to do that. Wsll, my grand-

parents on my father's slde came directly from England on a sailing hoat;
they were at least 7 weeks comling across because they were becalmed out in
the ocean with no wind, snd couldn't move. They landed in Virginis instead
of N.Y. City, which they plenned to do. My graendfather on my mother's sids
told me that he came from Vermont into N,Y, with an ox teasm. Now how he got
into Vermont, I haven't the faintest idea but he must have been connected
to the Pilgrims in some way to bs in that location. His name was George
Gregory. When I knew him, he lived south and east of Millville; had a farm
there. Grandfather on my Pather's side never did own property or snything.
He just worked for someone else at that time. Grandfather Amos died when I
was ten years old. Grandfather Gregory died when I was nine years old snd I
was born and brought up on a farm,

M What kind of farm?

A An Orleans County farm!l (laughs). Every farmer has two oé three cows, with
chickens and so forth, They traded butter snd eggs and so forth for grocerise
Also, the grocery peddlsr came around in later years, with a wagon, a horse
and wagon. In that way, you gasve him the butter and egge and traded for gro-
ceriss. In later years they gave that up and then they went out abd took
orders and then deliversed, instead of taking the wagon out on the road,
and the eggs and so forth, I guess they didn't collect at that time. So, I
lived on a farm in my younger life. From 14 ysars of age, 1l worked on a
farm until 1918,
what kind of work did you do?

Just general farm work. In other words, when my Grandfather Gregory died
wnen 1 was 9 years old, we had & horses, 3 cows, sheep. I did the chores
that night becauss they (parents, etc.) were over to their place. I did the
milking and took care ot all those things.

Did you take the grain down to the mill?

A Yes. At Shelby Center was a mill, slso one in Medina. But usually we went
to Shelby Center. I don't know why. It wase a 1ittle nearsr 1 guess than it
was coming to Medina.Mmaybe you got walted on sconer. I don't know. But
anyway, that was an ordeal. The dey befors, you put up what we called a
grist. That wes, the wheat, oats and so forth. You would take that over
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for feed for animals. Then you would trade wheat, generally wheat, for

2

flour. In other words they wouldn't grind your own flour but they would give

you Plour in place of the wheat that you took over there. Let's sse, after
the fall of 1918 I went to wiagara Falls and worked that winter; 1918-1919,
Then 1 came back to Medina.

Were you going to school during this time?

No., I quit at 14; 2 years of high school.

Where was your school?

I came to Medina High School, hers, first and second year high, 13 and 14,
An elementery school right thers in Millville? It wesn't in that old ecadem
Yes, it sure was! But they didn't use the upstairs at that time. I never
wes in the upsteirs of that place. I don't know why. But they didn't use
it as a school and the doors were locked, going up thsere. I-guesa we weren'
quites so mischievous. We didn't unlock it and go up s they do today,
probably. (laughs). Yeah, that's where I finished my elementary school.
Then I came to Medina, two years. First and second yesr high schaol.

How did you come?

Well, various ways. I could stay with wmy Grandmother but she didn't let

me go outside or anything, She was afraid I was going to do something
wrong., (laughs). I wasn't guite used to _that. I was used to doing things.
So, I drove a horse or ! rode a bicycle and at one tima,tuivuasd to have 8
well, we called it a carry-all: a threes-seated wagon with a team aof horses
would come out to Millville and pick up, maybe ten people.

You mean, Jjust for school children? Or anybody?

Just for school children. lt was coversd. A sleigh in ths winter-time;
whesls in the summer-time. Once in awhile I'd ride that but usually I
would ride my bicycls or ride the horss.

If you drove a horse, where would you leave 1t?

They had what they called drive-barns. There were sabout threes of them in
Medina. They had horses to rent and you could stable your horsss there. In
other words, I could coms 1n in the morning and leave the horss there all
day and they would feed it at noon and so forth, Then I would drive it
home at night.

ulell, school must have besen the old scademy? What was the nearest drive-
barn whers you could leave your horse?

Rignht down on Worth Main Street, just north of Pearl Street.There black-
smith shops, drive-barns.... along where the dry-cleaner is and sa forth;
8ll on that side, Nothing on this side. That's on the canal sida,

What about your own father and mother? A little bit about them?

Yes. Father started farming and worked for a farmer up until 1905; then he

y
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farming for himself. In thie one place, we lived only for one year, which
was on the Town Line Road, south and esst or Millvillae., Then the next

ysar we went down on Lee Strest to the Ferris farm, it was known then,
which has a stone, double house. We lived in one side and the Ferris family
in the other. We were there from 1906-1909Y,

When were you born, Warren... by the way?

1900. That's hard to keep tract of!! (laughs). Then when the Grandfathwr
died, why we went up on my mother's place, 1909-1913 when when e quit
farming and moved to Millville. Then he worked in Medina. He worked at
S.A.Cook and Co. for $8.,85 & week 1! In ather words, 15¢ an hour and you
quit at 5 o'clock Saturdey! So they deducted 15¢; instead of $9.00, you
got $8.85 for 8 week.

Did he make furniture there?

Well, he worked in the wood-working shaop,

They didn't have electric tools then, did they?

Yes. Yes,today every machine hes a separats motor. In thoss days they had
wnat they called line-shafts. It's a shaft with Pulleys on and you had @
row of machines ano & separate belt to each one of them, Now, today they
all have separate motors on them., That was called a mill-wrench-job to
install those line-shafts and put up the macninery and so forth which was
quite a trads. No,.. mill-right . Then I came back to Medina in the spring
ot 1919 and worked & couple weeks at S.A.Cook end Co., came down with the
flu. when I recovered, they didn't need mu any more eo that was the extent
of S.A.Cook and Co, Then I waent to the Canning Factory and worksed thru
transplanting tomatoss and thru the pea season.

What Canning Factory wes that?

That factory was in Medina; over where Bsrnz-o-matic is now; Birds-eys
Snyder wound up there, but that was shead of that; two companies shead of
that.... Onley Canning Company!l That's rignt. Then I went over to a Toy
Factory on East Center Street.

Tay Factory! Before Fishaer~Price?

Oh yes! Charlie Howard in Albion, with Dr. Warren Stocking and Edgar Gould
was the head mechanic thers. They had a big setup ot toys. But everything
was too competitive. Apparently it didn't work out. In other words, the
winter that I worked there before Christmas, the fall before, I worked
nights making little wooden wheels. They were apout 2" in diameter and
about 3/8 thick. They alasc had a hole thru them for an axle B® th to go

in and Ed Gould invented the tools to work on a lathe that would automaticall
do that. You would take a stick of wood, maple, about 32" long and put it
in & lathe and just keep turning and turning and cutting the wheels off and
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getting shorter and shorter until you use up the whole stick. I sarned
$5. a night there. "ake about 5,000 of those so I did pretty well. Well,
then I asked for a ralse and didn't get it (laughs), so ! hirad out to the
Medina Cold Storage for s yesr. !t was owned by Charlie Dys and Howard
Petis, That's the storage that's on the south side of the rallroad yet, and
I worked thru that winter and the next spring and during that time Rowley
Co. bought that storage. They had a storage on the masyk north side of the
RR and of course, thers was a different foremen and so forth and EE“Mare
going to build a cider mill, We were digging for the foundation with a shave
and so0 forth which I never did like snywsy (laughs), so I worked there; I
don't know just how long but enyway, the foreman for the Rowley Co. came
out and said if they got a chance for another job about Wednesday, better
take it because he'd have to lay me off on a Saturdey. And I salid,"No,
you haven't gotts do that." And he said,"why?* And I seid,"Well, I never
liked digging dirt and I'm all thru right nowl!" (laughs).. So I didn't
get laid off; I quitl
Warren, was there... did the traln stop thers at that time?
That's where the Senior Citizen's is. That was the passsenger station, The
passanger station over where the furniture store 1a... was the freight yard.
Where was this Rowleys that you were working on?
Well, that was the Dye and Petis Cold Storege but they owned one on the
north side at that time. They bought one on the south side and put the
cider mill in there. Then I went to the Niagara Sprayer, it was known in
them deys and working in the machine shop. 1 worked thers from April some-
time until August; belonged to Company F end went to camp in August and
when I came back, they were shut down... which they did for a month or
two in s year. Chemical machine shop, everything shut douwn.
Company F..... was that the Army?
National Guard. I belonged to that for 3 years from 1919-1922, While I
wasn't working up there my uncle was putting on the metal ceilings in the
old stone school-house, which was moved to build new school-house there;
the old stone school-house burned down a few years ago.
Was that where you went to school to start with? That beceme a library? On
Ann Street?
Yes. The old Acsedemy burned down. Metal ceilings in there at that time and
then I worked with him from 1920 thru *'24; April of 1925 I went down to the
town of Greece and worked with mg wife's uncle, building housea., I had
$500. to stert husiness with and he may have had more but that's what he pui

in too. So we started bullding houses with 8 cepital of $1,000., And thd firs
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house didn't sell too readily and the fellow by the name of Davenport ocwned
the Times~Union in Rochester was developling this tract where we were build-
ing and he gave us four contracts amd on butt-lots, as they were called....
BUTT-LOTS; in other words, they backed up to & corner lot and they called
them "butt-lots", They were hard to sell; so we built four, small, two-
story houses on these that he gave us for contract. Kind ot put us on our
feet and we sold the house we sterted and from there on, we got sold before
we started to build. And we were doing all right, but the depression mme
along. In other words, we used to get a first mortgage from the Prudentiel
Life Insurence Co. and then there was the second mortgage which they did
down in Rochester. You don't hear too much of it around hers but down there
that was tha thing to do. And ths second mortgage was to be paid off first.
But, if for some reason you lost the place, unless if you held the second
mortgage, unless you could buy the first mortgage, why you just lost that
was all. But it did pay off firast and most psople at that time figured

if they got their second mortgege paid off, that that was pretty good shape,
And they dign't pay off their first mortgage too readily. So, then in
January 1928, we couldn't work at it any more, I came back to Medina and
bought a house with a home-baksry in, hoping that we could make 8 living

out ot that because the carpenter work wasn't good; couldn't get material
too well; 8o I don't know just how long we ran it but the S.A.Cook factory
on £East Aye. closed and I used to open the store st six o'clock in the morn-
ing; people would stop for tobecco and so forth and so on; well, when that
closed, psople weren't going by so thet ws out.

Excuse me; you seid you ran a bakery. You and Gracse?

Yes. She did the baking.

She was a marvelous cook!

Yes; she lserned it herself. Her mother worked all the time and she just
went in ano baked it herself. If it didn't turn out why it was just too bad.
But nobody gave her any training, she just done it on her own,

What kind of things did sne beke: cookies, pies, bread?

Cookies, pies, bread and I rigged up an ordinary hand-mixer with s motor; so
I woulo get up about five o'clock in the morning and mix the bread and then
I woulog go to work at eight o'clock in the morning, come back at night and
deliver, and then keep the store open until nine o'clock at nignt. So I put
in quite long hours there. Finally I said to her....

Did she have a wood-stove to cook on, or what?

Coal. Started originmally but that was in there when we went there. Then I

replaced it with a double gas stove. S0 we had two ovens with 8 burners on
the top.
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You couldn't regulste that like we do the stoves today? No?.. Where was

this baksery?

On the corner of East Center and East Avenue in Medina. Charlie Coon owned
it ahead of me and he praobably ran it for ten years. He ran it as a bakery.
Well then, we weren't making any monsy. 1 guess we were probably our best
customers. We ate out of the store and so forth and so on, (laughs).s.

So | said to the wife one day well, we are going to starve to death anyway
80 let's 8it down esnd do it gracefully. So we closed ths store up. We
didn't starve but it was quite a battle. I think we ran it asbout three
years. It was a lot of work (reply). Then I went back to carpentry again,

I worked about a yesr end a half, I guess it was, with my uncle, John B.
Miller. He was Supervisor for the Town of Ridgeway for 2 terms and he got
80 hs didn't have to work so much and he was going to Floride in the winter
time. Then this one tima he had a sister out in South Dekots, s0 he went
out there for the summer. Harry Sharmin and I both worked for him and we
said, well if we've got to dig up our work part of the year, we might as
well do it all the time. Yes, (reply) this was carpentry. So, he and I

went into partners unti)] during the Wer 2 , we couldn't get matetial and

I went up to Harrisons and worked for a year and 8 months; because you
couldn't get material or do anything. Then I came back in May of '45. I
went there just in the latter part of December 1943 until May of 1945 and
then 1 ceme beck and started work as a carpenter and worked at it sver
since.

while you're on the War, do you remember eseeing any of the Prlsoners of War
over there at Heinz 7

Oh yes! They built that barracks for them and there wes a lot of them starte
and so forth,

How many were there? Were they Japanese, Italians or...?

I have no idea. Mostly Germans.

pid any of them stey on or did they ship out?

I have no idea. I don't hardly think so,

How did the town feel about them? If we tried to do that todsy, well...
Didn't seem to be any question sbout it. I mean, it was war time and that
was the thing to do and that gave us help in Heinz' and so forth.

Did they ever have any sscapes that you know of?

Ayeah; I think there wes a very few... very, very few. i don't know if they
ever re-captured them. I kind of forgot. But there wasn't anything like it
was today. I mean you weren't scared to go out on the streset or anything.
So, I don't know how many houses in Medina I've built.

What was the first one? Can you remember? By yourself or with somebody?
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You couldn't reqgulste that like we do the stoves today? No?.. UWhere was
this bakary?

On the corner of East Center end East Avenue in Medina. Lharlie Coon owned
it ahead of me and he probably ran it for ten years. He ran it as a bakery.
Well then, we weren't maeking any noney. 1 guess we were probably our best
customers. We ate out of the store and so forth and so on. (laughs)...

So | said to the wife one day well, we are going to starve to death anyway
g0 let's sit down and do it gracefully. So we closed the store up. Ue
didn't starve but it was quite a battle. I think we ran it about three
years, It was a lot of work (reply). Then I went back to carpentry again.

I worked about a yesr and a half, I guess it waes, with my uncle, John 8.
Miller. He was Supervisor for the Town of Ridgsway for 2 terme and he got
g0 ha didn't have to work so much and he was going to Florida in the winter
time. Then this one time he had a sister out in South Dekota, so he went
out there for the summer. Harry Sharmin and I both worked for him and we
said, well if we've got to dig up our work part of the year, we might as
well do it msll the time. Yes, (reply) this was carpentry. 5o, he and I

went into partners until] during the Wer 2 , we couldn't get matetial and

I went up to Harrisons and worked for a year and B8 months; because you
couldn't get material or do anything. Then 1 came back in May of '45. I
went there just in the latter part of December 1943 until May of 1945 and
then I ceme baeck and started work as a carpenter and worked at it ever
sincs.

While you're on the War, do you remember seeing any of the Prisoners of War
over there at Heinz 7

Oh yes! They built that barracks for them snd there was a lot of them starte
and so forth,

How many were there? Were they Japanese, Italians or...?

I have no idea. Mostly Garmans.

Did any of them stay on or did they ship out?

I have no idea. I don't hardly think so.

How did the town feel sbout them? If we tried to do that today, well...
Didn't seem to be any question about it. I mean, it wes war time and that
was the thing to do and that gave us help in Heinz' and so forth.

Did they sver have any escapes that you know of?

Ayeah; I think there was & very few... very, very feuw. i don't know if they
ever re-captured them. I kind of forgot. But there wasn't anything like it
wes today. I mean you weren't scared to go out on the strest or anything,
So, I don't know how many houses in Medina I've built.

what was the first one? Can you remember? By yourself or with somebody?
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Just any house you built; maybe not sven in Medina, just in Orleans County,
Well.... I'm trying to remember. What's these people's names across the
street? Yes! Benz. Well, first house I built on my own, I think, was where
Howard Benz lived. That would be the father of this boy, over hsere that was
over on musx Ensign Avenus, Then, 1t probably was in '45 and I built one for
Robert Neal. He worked with me and built that one on that street: Meade Avs,
Then another one that, I've forgot the name that we bullt it for; Eugene
Albone, I built his house on the same street (Meade Ave.) and on Gwinn
Street, I built my son's house, one for Eldred Short where the Methodist
parsonage is now; Don Canham's house, I built; one across the road from

Don Canaham would be Earl Foster's. I built four new houses for him in eix
years. There was something wrong with ell of them that he just didn't like
80 he kept on building them (laughs), and so I built four of them for him

in six yearsl |

Did you do most of this work yourself?

Yeah., One time I had two men with me all the time: Robert Neasl and hise father
both worked with me at one time and then Robert went to work for Bramer,
when he (Bramer) opened up on East Center Street. And of course, I built

my own here.

Wgll, here on Highland Avenue you have seen some changes! Was this 5t. paved’
Yeah!! Oh yes, long bafore that! This was one fo thse first cemsnt streets
here in Medinal To my knowledge. I built Bill Boyle's house down here, quite
a few years ago, about the same time I bullt here, which was was '57; I

that was about '34 thet I built that end ! wanted this lot at that time,
but Mr, Muchow pwned it. Said he would sell it but his wife sald to keep

it; maybe the grandchild would want it. Wouldn't cost them much to keep it
so; end then she passed away and he came to me and wanted to know if Istill
wanted the kama lot., I told him I sure did! So then 1 built here in '57 and
Boylae's in '34, van Hungerford's house I built, on Howell Parkway; I don't
know what year that was either. And with my uncle, we opsnsd HAowell Parkway .
(John Miller was my uncle... reply). We put the first bulldings in thers. He
was the contractor. He built the one... Fred Howell opened Howsll Parkway
and the one on the corner, he built for himself and then Ernies Raeynolds
built the next one towards the north. We built those two in 1921,

Gosh! You wers young then too. Just twenty-onse! Yes, you are still youngl
That does seem awfully young now, dossn't 1t?7

That's right! Yeah! I was still working for him and unmarried and I think

in '23 we built the J.C.Posson house, (I was working for my uncle.. reply),
And then a couple of years after that we built the one where Corllss lives.
Yes, that's on the corner of West Canter snd Erie... Claude Grinnsll's stree
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That probably cost $40,000, at the time that was built and then the Depressi
came and so forth and the people that owned it, lost their money and doctor
Caorliss bought it for §7,000. Helisve it or not! Tommy Robbins father had
it originally built. Tomny Robinson; yeah,
Warren, you spoke about your getting married., Where did you mest Grace?
The year that I worked at the canning factory, she was working there.That's

where I met her.
What was her name? Was her home in Madina?

Potter, Grace Potter. She was born in Medina. They were originally from
Clarendon but her folks cama to Medina and she was born here in 1900, Wwsll,
then, her grendfather died and the family went back to Clarendon and worked
on the farm until 1913 and then they returned here. The rest of the children
were born in Clarendon or Medina, one or the other, She was the first one
born, in 1900, hers.

You met in the canning factory! Come on... then what?!] (laughter)

Well, she was quite bashful; EﬂQk I guess I was & little forwsrd; I'm not
sure about that! So I used to flirt with her e little bit, going by and so
forth, So we got a date, and our first date was in a roller-skating rink
over on Ensign Avenus, Yeah (reply), know wherse the Taylor Furniture Factory
was over on Ensign Avenue? Well, that was originally e skating rink, very
prominent thing. That was our first data.

Now, when were you married? Was this a church wedding, or home?

July 8, 1924,.No, We were married at her.... they lived.... folks didn't
own the place but they lived scross from Muchows in that little red house
is now. So, we had a double wedding. The next younger girl, her name was
Minnie. Yeah (reply) her sister. And her husband was John Wilson and we had
a8 double wedding there at the houss.

That was quite common at that time wasn't it, to get married at homs?

Yes. My daughter Betty got married at home tool And sa, I was working at
carpenter work and knew Mr, 0'Donnell,of the lumber yard,very well and I
got a big canvaess from there end we put up a place so we had a cateress;
she took care of the food. There was such a largs family that just the
uncles and aunts, on my wife's side, came because tere would have been too
many to take care of with cousins and so forth., Yes (reply) we had the
wedding inside and then we had this up against the house and so forth.

What did she wear? Do you remember? Was it a flowing gown with a train?
(much laughter), Oh d8ux! Don't ask me that! I couldn't tell you, I think
it had a train on it but we didn't go down an isle and so forth, just there
in the living room, A Baptist minister by the name of Allen married us,

She and her sister went to the Baptist church, never belonged to it but
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in her younger days went to the Haptlst church,
Now, how many children did you have?
Two; a son and daughter. (in reply) "Pete* is really named 8ernard and
(reply) is the eldest. Sixteen months apart. (in reply) My daughter's name
is Hetty Werren; that's confusing, It's spelt the ssme as mins., Her married
name is Warren (e reply). I don't know just how the boy got ths name of
"Pete" but it was in his real young schaol days that it... and he's always
bean known by that; most people know him by that! Some don't know him any
other way. Yeah, he was 18 June 20th and October he wse on the way overseas;
inducted into the Army and in October he cams home, He never sven had a
furlough; he came homs and stayed two nights and one day; and he told me
that he was on his way over but couldn't tell his mothepy that, Uient to the
state of Washington and from there to Hewaii and the Pacific and sll over.
What branch of the service wses he in?
Anti-aircraft; so he could go with any of them: Army, Navy. He did sserve 1in
the Army; he also served in the Navy. And he was an boat one time and his
buddy was up on... and he got killed up there. He was supposed to go up on
the next turn. But he came home without any scars whatever which was very
fortunate.
What about your automobile? Do you remember, Warren, the firet time you
saw an automobile? :
Yeah! That's going to be back in 1904 I think. My father worked for this
farmer; his neme was Porter Stocking down on Lee Strest. ! wes four years
old.
Now, was that the same Mr. Stocking that was with Charlie Howard?
No, no... that was related but distant relation; 'twasn't sven an uncle.
They were going to take us for a ride on a Sunday. Of course, it was cranked
end I was in the car in the garage and he cranked it and it was in gear!
It started and squeezed him up between two by fours. Of course, my father
and I was there but we didn't know anything about an automobile, you knouw,
Finally it stalled so it didn't hurt him. He was kind of a thin man and it
was a good thing he wes, That was my first experience with an automobile!
Then the mailman, he had one: éQittle Brush. Yes (reply) a Brush automobile,
Had a little one seat on the backend with no top over it and than there
was place for two people in the front of the thing., He delivered mail; his
name was Lyman Potter from Knowlesville. No (reply), no relstionship to my
wife. Then in 1913, my parents got a8 Model-T and ! was 13 years old. It was
a 1910 Model-T end, I don't know whether I should tell this or not (laughs),
A couple invited us out to dinner and Father said,"well, sll she wants is a

ride"! (laughs). They had a daughter my age and my older sister was kseping
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company with a boy... the husband she married, LloydPPask. Father said, "Well
why don't you teke the car and go for a ride and we'll have to sit to homel"
So I did. And the fan belt came off and it got so hot it wouldn't run. I
discovered what that was and I came home on two rims, We had to hitch up the
horse the next morning and get more tires. (laughs). My father let me do
things, I gotte give him credit for that; horses or automobiles ar anything
glse. That's why I didn't like to stay with my grandmother beceuse l was
used to doing things. It was a good education in other words. I had a bicycl
and if I didn't repair it, I didn't have a ride. And it wes & good education
On a farm is a good place to give you a good idea of what you could do and
so forth. He was very good at thatl!

When did you get your own car?

I wanted to buy a motorcycle in 1916; I would have been 16 years old, and

my folks were pretty much against 1t?”§ égfﬁ,"well, if you want to spend
some money why don't you go in with us and we'll get & new Madel-T. S0, we
did in 1916, I was in partnership with them until 1922, Then I got e Model-T
coupe. Then in 199D?n1 got married, we were going on a trip and I wented @
sedan so we could sleep in the cer. Used to make & bed on the two seats, in
the car. So I traded it for a 1921, I went downhill that time and I hed that
until 1926, I was in the town of Greece and bought a new Nash Light Six
automobile, Then I drove that for 40,000 miles and junked it.

How much was gassoline & gallon then?

Well, when I first started driving it was about 12¢ a gallon. Two gallone fo
a quarter. 5o ypu could go out and have 8 pretty good time for a dollar.(Lau
Which was about all the money we had ususlly, That's a fact. Yeah. And then
let's see, I had a 1930 Model-A. Then a got a 1935 Che¥alst and I had that
for 14 yesrs, We couldn't buy one during the war years you know, The san
camg home; he didn't have a ligcense before because of gas rations and so
forth, so he came home and started driving it nights and I drove it day-
time. Finally I eeid,"I don't think its going to stand up. You'd better get
one for yourself", So I got & new one in 1949, I've driven Chevolets ever
since 1935 up until today.

Werren, you've always been active in the Mmihasimt church., Have you always
been Methadist?

Yes, I belonged to Millville. The wife never ... we joined in '49 ; childrer
here in Medina. Children, Grace and I transferred here from Millville sao
we've been active ever since,

Do you have any memorlies of the mill-race that went along South Main Street"
Yes. When we first came to Medina, it was an open ditch on South Main St,
Was it empty, do you mean?

No, np, $+111 in operation, water running; then it came in front of the Colc
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Storage there snd wes covered with plank and in front of the City Hell wes
coveraed with plank. There at the City Hall it crossed Mein St,, and supplied
that mill and then it went down to Eest center 5t., and there was snother
mill down on E. Center St. and there wed another mill and that wae the weter
supply they got from there, But I can remember the open ditch when we first
cams here.,

Do you remember esny bridges OVer them?

well, most every house had to have a nerrow bridge to get across 1t, from
the street to their own home I mean... Horee days, but very few of them in
the village had horses at thet time so0...no (reply) I don't remember that
the bridges were painted red...

waesn't it sort of a hazzard for the little kids? Did they fall in 7

I guess not., They grew up with it and there it was.(laughs) I mean, if you
grow up with something, it ign't @ hazzerd really.

You probably remember the dam then, on the south esids of the Maple Ridge Ro:
Oh yeel They had an ilce-housse there. That wes a big business then. They cut
{ce in the winter-time and put put it in thers in, probebly 30U# blocks, anc
they buried 1t in sawdust; sawdust below it and a leyer of blocks and then
gawdust on top of it. And that wes a business here. I masan delivering ice
in the summertime. When I first started building houses, we used to have a
place that the refigerator would set and you could ice it from the outside,
So you had a hole cut 1n the outside and right into the refigerator. Yeah,
my Dad built in '20 end '21 I'm sure they hed them both thers on Howell
Parkway, those first two houses. I know those refigerators were lced from
the outside.

That would be like they used to put ths milk bottles then?

Yeah., That's another thing. There was four dairymen xhers and thsy sach
delivered milk _every dayl!

Now, who were they? Do you remember?

Eskelson was one; Uard was another one; Medina Dsiry is next tao the City
Hell where the Youth Centsr is, That was Medina Dairy thers.And then there
was one down on ths Horan Roaed... had a dairy.

end of side #I of Tape

veeo visit my Grandmother nruRGISUH%? They got milk from Flory Ross which t
on Dak Orchards8Street. Floyd Bacon's wife's daughter.. and they used to coi
along with sbout a 3 gallon can of milk and s dipper and dip it out into
your bucket. That was before there was... and they delivered with a horse
in that same way, back, well, that would be begwsen '12 and '20 probably.
How did they "keep it" in the summer time?
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I haven't the slightest ideal Wwell... it must have been with ice. Yaah, they
did it with ice. well, I mean it wasn't a huge affalr anyway. I mean, Mauresn
dacon's father was just a farmer and had these cows, peddled from that. Then
they got to bottling. Did & lot of work for Alvin Eskelson and his dairy in
the alley thers off from West Avenus. He had the four Boyle boys working for
him: Bill, the oldest one was Alton... no, three boys.. and Ernest. They
worked in the dairy, yeah.(reply). The two older ones delivered and Bill
worked in the dairy, Of course, they all helped in the dalry before they
went out on the route. This Alton Boyle had a farm on Meple Ridge and hs had
his own cows and he'd get up in the morning, milk thosse cows, come in hers
end go to work at five o'clock in tie morning. He'd go home at noon and work
on the farm 'till dark. He still lives up there on Pample Ridge and he's
still got a dalry farm thers, but he dbesn't work like thlt\anymorev (reply)
He'd be about 67 probably. Yes, that's Bill's oldest brother.Milford, his
namg is,

Cen we go back to Millville for a minute? Was this Zibba Rohberts (Zibba) eye
still 1living when you were in Millville?

Oh yes. I knew him real well, Well, I knew who he was for years.

What was this fory aebout: he had a barn filled with automobiles?

That would bs a son of his, I think. I should know the name of them, but I
don't, They were small sutomobiles.

Whatt happened there?

Well, he was supposed to have the agency for them and naver did ssell eny,
thet I know of, so he had them there on displey I guess and they never did
get sold or anything.

We were talking about Millville and wondering: why did they caell it Millville
Were there mills there?

I don't think there was ever a mill there. There ere creeks going thru thers
but I don't think there was ever a zzem mill there. 1 don't know how it got
the name of Millville,

At one time there were Quaskers there. Were they all gone by ths time you
were there? Yes (reply). Was the Presbyterian church there? Was it active?
No Presbyterian to my knowledge. The red, brick one? Well, I guess they calle
it a Congregational or something like that but it was never in use. A feuw

of them that used to go thers kept it up and kept it open ang wouldn't

let anything in there. We did have IOGT mestings in therse but we had to stay
in a8 certaln place.

What's an IOGT meeting?

International Order of Good Templar. No (reply) that was not Masonic. No (re;

not Odd Fellows. Neither one of them. I mean, that was e temperance organiz-
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ation; Independent Order of Good Templars. This lawyer that used to live
over on Wiest Avenue was VEry high in that. Yes, Gordon Payne, came from Jedd
It was one more place to go and have 8un (laughs). You had to maks your auwn
fun in those daya. That's right.
Do you remember your first movie?.. Speaking of funeo.
I don't know what year 1t was but it wes down on East Center Street and it
cost five cents to get into a movie. They had @ plano playsr there., That wsat
about whers the Leglon building was; maybe it was {n the same butlding. It
was right in there. It was called Scienic (spelling???) Theatsr.
Do you know who played the pilano?
Yeah.Beth, Elizebeth Burchel and Walter Crisp sang solos there.
My mother used to play the pilano in the silent film days. Do you remember
the movie? Maybe with Marie Dreseller and Wally Berry?
Oh no. It wes ahead of that, even before Rudolph Valentino sven. veeatone
comedy. Used to come {n Saturday nights from Millville here to Medina. Yes
(reply) Saturdey night was gomething!! Banana-splits were fifteen cents anc
boy we could...; yean they were good. Well, you came in here and bought a
banana-split and thet was your gveningl VYes (reply) all the stores were
open on Sat. night and gverybody walked around. Barbershops staysed open
until maybe one o'clock in the morning. In other words, Marchants stayed
open until elsven o'clock, way back; then they would go. And after they
closed up, go over to the barber-shop and get a hair-cut or shave for Sun.
So they were open until one o'clock in the morning.
In the barber-shop that you would go to, dio they have your own equipment,
gside fur you, or what?
No I never had that but @& lot or the merchants did. They had thsir own
snaving cup, mug, and brush sees. They were sst up on a ghelf ano then wher
tney'd come down to go to work, why they'd go in thers first and get & shi
ana go on to work,
How much woulo that cost about?
25¢ for a8 halr-cut; 15¢ for e shave. Across the road here was a barber.
Do you mean JoO McGinn's husband?
Yes. Ray McGinn. Well, I 1ived in the countiry and the neighbor used to cu
my hair. I was probauly ten years old bufore I ever 6aw 8 barber shop and
Ray McGinn's father wes 8 barber. Ano the first quarter I got to go ano ¢
a haircut, 1 went to Ray McGinn's father and got @8 haircut,!hat was somsi
I mean to have to go to a barbershop anu get a haircut. And most all bart
shops, they all had at least two barbers and generally three and there wi

one on west Center Street, across from the ahirt factory there. in the b
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they had a bath tub in there so you could come in there anu for ten cents

or something and get a bath., Also they had a kid who would shine your shoes
while you were gettling a haircut. I was always capable of shining my own,
Warren, who waes the first President that you remember?

Theodore Roosevelt, I think, thet wes vivid in my memory. That would be 1312,
well he was the "Bull-Mooss". Two terms ahead of that he ceme in when McKin-
ley .. so I remembar Teddy Roosevelt,

What about newspapers; do you remember them being sold on the strests, with
the newsboys calling out "extra, extra..." and that sort of thing?

Well yeah. The Rochaster Democrat and Chronicle was in existence and still it
and that was the rural paper around here at the time. That was dellivered wi t!
the rural mail-carrier. You'd probsbly get 1t a day late, coming out of
Rochester and then had to be delivered by rural carrisr.

Do you remember on election day, how you got the returns (of the vote)?
Well, generally, about two or three days afterwards (laughs). That's right!
Yeah, when they got radio and could get the returns the eame night, why,
you'd sit up most of the night until you'd get the returns, the presidential
returns and sa forth, Then along came the t.v.; you watched it and so forth,
Did you go downtown to the telegraph of fice, or something?

In my younger days? No. I think we always waited for our paper. But I can
remember Theodore Roosevelt distinctly.

Do you remember any of the Presidents that came around to this area? Or thel
wives?

Bryank; he came. I've heard my folks tell about it, and had a rally down nol
of Knowlesville... Willism Cullen Bryan. 1 never went to one but I've heara
them tell about his coming there.

That was at Slaughson's Groves.

veah. I've heard them tell apout it, so it was before my day.

Do you have any memory of any big fires in Medina?

vesh. Mahar's Furniture Factory, It started in the daytime. I was working

at the west end of town somewhere and I had to go to my home, on Esst Cente
and had to go home for something. To get home to Esst Ave., I had to go thr
the 0'Dannell Lumber Yard, on account of the hoses and so forth; I got over
there and looked back and, it wae a lofg bullding, %xs three stories high.
when I got over there, that thing wes one mass of flames! I mean, that I
ever saw, 8ll in one piece! That was just a complete flame, all three floor
The full length ot it.So, I remember that very distinctly Yese (reply) the
old schoolhouse., Yeah, where thgrgﬁﬂtiste are: Maynard's house. There was &
hallow place in the center there and they built around it snd s0 there was
vacant place in there and the fire got in there and they just couldn't get
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to it. They wera the two most disasterous fires that I remember. The minister
name was Fredericks:.. he was short, with dark hair, vivacious. Yeah, that
wes... two fires...
And the fire trucks were different a long time ago,
Yeanh. (There was somsthing of a mystery apout the Mahar fire. eeess) I never
was a fireman tho, never auxillary or anything,
Do you remember any of the Bucket¥brigades? I can vaguely remember seeing a
fire, in my hometown.,..
I do remember the horsea the wagons with horses; I remember that! Usually
three horses on thsrae.
Well...... (there is a pause haere; then tepe resumes),
Well, want to get my father firset? William Amos; my mothar was Myras Gregory;
my older sister was Iva, she was mbout thres yre, older than I, Then I and
Alta was sight years younger. Alta Copp. She married Charlie Copp. Yes (reply
three of us, That's all.
That Gregory name, your mother's family goee way back. There were a lot of
Gregorys that were original settlers.
I've got 8 Gregory Bible hare. Maybe you'd like to look at 1t?
That family: I've never found any connection with Millville Gregorys and
Arnold Gregory., Is there a connection? n
Not with my grandfather., My grandfather Gregory came up fgom Flnridn. up
south of here; East Shelby.. Podunk, Yeah. That's where they originated. I
mean, when hs cama from Vermont, apparently his parents settled up thers.
Why, I don't know. It was mostly swamp-land up thers. I don't know why thay
did but they did, That's whers he cams from, Well, Grendmother too.
Harry was your wifg's brother, right? And he lived with you for how long?
Thirty ysars. In other words both his perents died while he was in service
in WW IT and we took him in when he came home., Then, 2-3 years afterwards
Grace had to have a tumor removed and he was with us, the children were with
us, and Irving Smith that worked in Brundage Hardware was with us and, on
the way home from the doctor (he told her that she a tumor of the uterus
which would have to be removed), so I dald,"Well, let's fire the boarders
then. If you're going to have that operation you've gat to be rested up for
it". So I said that I'd tall Smithy in the morning and you tell Harry. So,
the next morning, well, there's a history to that. My grandfather and grand-
mothertgg nhiw when he was 7 ysars old, No (reply) W Irving Smith, His parents
separated and his mother didn't want his father to have him; =sa grandfathsr
and grandmother Gregory took him at 7 years of age. He wanted to live with

them when I was born, to ses me in pants, Of course, boys wore dresses back
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in those days. (laughs)So, be reelly was one of the family to me, 1 meen, he
was always there. Well, he worked for Chase and Breed Hardware where Brund-
age is now. 1913 1 think he started working there a&s delivery boy. Then
Grandmother died in '27. He lived with her until '27 and then he went out on
his own. Chese's wantad him to come over and live with them so he'd take
care of the furnace and shovel walks and so forth. Whether he heard them say
something or whether he saw too much of them, working and living with them
and so forth, anyway he was on the verge of insanity. Hg got up ons morning
was going to leave, packlng up.TQBEalled my uncle John Miller,Then when I
got up they called me so I went down, Doctor Waters was the doctor. I went
in end got one look at him. His eyes were starey. So I sald to Doc Waters,
"What sre you going to do with him?* And he sald "well, I'1]l send him to a
ganitarium”.. He'll die within two weeks", I sald. "uWhat do you mean | 7" They
will teke care of him, But I said,"You don't know that manl|* Grandmother got
all his jobs for him and did everything for him. He had no responsibility
until the time she died. So I asked him if he'd like to come over and stay
with us for awhile. I had him 18 yeers! So... maybe we shouldn't have done a
lot of these things.
Then they stayed right on, even tho Grace had her operation?
No, her sister quit Harrison's and she took the both of them. Well then, the:
started going to Texes every winter and then we took Harry back; nevsr did
take Irving back. Irving died in 1956.
Well Warren, can we s8ee your Gregory Bible?
Yeah!

gnd of teped interviesw
(half of 2nd side is empty)
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Warren, 1'd like to ask you again, if you would tell us when
you started building houses and where?... as we continue.
Okay. 1925 - 1928 1 was building new houses in the town of Greece
with my wife's uncle, Deidrick K. Millis. 1925, four houses in
a new development called Brookridge; 1926, four houses in different
locations in the town of Greece. 1've forgotten the names of
the peoples,
What kind of material did you use? Was it mostly wood?
All wood@ They were less expensive houses. I mean, they weren't
elaborate houses. They were single floor houses with basements.
pDid you do the electrical work, or the plumbing?
No; we hired that done. Carpentry work; we built the walls and
so forth; and concrete floors. In 1927 two new houses in another
development; a street called Shadyway. From 1930 thru 1967 I
built the following houses on different streets in MEDINA, I
do not remember the order, or the years: Gwinn St., Eldred Short,
Donald Canham, "Pete" (Bernard) Amos, Earl Foster, Jay Cortwright,
Russell Houserman and Norman bacon . On Meade Avenue: Robert
Neal, Kugene Albone, Frank Weizorek, Lake Shore Lumber Company,
Chester Musto. On kllwood Avenue: Howard Benz and Roy Koch. On
Worthy Avenue, Stanley Yaskivich. On Howell Parkway, Van Hunger-
ford. On Davis Avenue, Earl Foster and Wayne Ward. On Williams
Street, Karl Foster. On West Center Street, Earl Foster., On
Highland Avenue: Milford Boyle and my own home. On Locust St.,
Claude Grinnell, Mrs. Ross and Mrs, Bickel, On North St., two
houses and I've forgotten the names. Florence Ave,, Eldred
Short and baniel Petters. Lrie St., George Calaghan. In EAGLE
HARBOR, LaVerne Hill. In ELBA; I've forgotten the name. ALBION:
Clinton St.,, Mario Dematio; FEast Ave.,, Simmons. On Main St.,
LYNDONVILL®: Dave Crosby; North St., Woodworth; Second St. I
have forgotten the name. On the MAPKE RIDGE ROAD: Claude Pask,
Francis Lane, V.J.Fuller, 0O'Donell Brothers, On Elizabeth St.,
Herbert Kendall, MIDDLEPORT, James Ross. OAKFIELD, Clarence
Green,and daughter Betty and Lloyd Warren.
Did you draw up the floor plans, or did the people?
No. I didn't usually draw up plans. Perhaps they would have a
plan and I might revise it to suit what they wanted, and so forth.
My own home here is the third one built from this plan, The first
one was Jay Cortwright's, over on Gwinn Street. Then the second
ongﬁf tne same house was on North St., and I enlarged it. The origi
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nal was 2 X J0; that one over there was 26 X 42; my own home
here is 28 X Llj. So they had been re-arranged. The original plan
was where my den or bedroom is, wus a playroom for a child; and tr
Fad a porch where you could o out onto the porch from this play-
room, Mine, 1l've used for u den but it has been used for a bed-
room and still could be, There are closets in there.
Where did you get your materials from? Were they usually wood?
Most all of them are frame, or wood construction, some brick
veneer., Van lungerford's was brick veneer. My own home was brick
veneer. The one in Albion on East Ave. was brick veneer. Those are
the only ones I think of.
Where did you get your materials from? Any special place?
Leke Shore Lumber Company in the later years, But in the 20!'s
and until mid-30's , we bought of O'Donell Lumber Company.
We were talking earlier about this. Would you want to tell again,
about how the 0'Donell Brothers got started?
Francis and his brother Burt, with their father William, started
a sawnill near West Barre. From there they came to Medina and the
father, William, started the lumber yard here, which they con-
tinued for, I don't know how many years. Forgot when they went
out,
Where is the Lake Shore Lumber Co.? In the same place?
That was the one that burned down several years ago, on Commercial
Street.
You did otherxr carpentry work thru the years?
Yeah! Lots of repair jobs; building onto and remodeling kitchens.,
I didn't work strictly at building new houses because I had all
these other things we used to do.
You took out the window seat in our house and made a nice china-
cabinet, and I heard that you did quite a bit in Dr. Sterling's
house,
Remodeled his kitchen! Dr. Cotter's: remodeled his kitchen. I
couldn't remember how many of those. But in the town of Greece
it was strictly new houses. Here in Medina we did everything!
I mean, remodeled and so forth.
You have been active in the United Methodist Church for years.,
It seems like every time somebody picks up a hammer, it's Warren]!
What do you remember about your work in the UMC in Medfna?



Mc

Me

Mc

AMOS 19

In 193l], revlaced the steeple with flat deck and parapet wall;
Harry ohermin working with me at that time, 1In 1941 installed new
ceilings und side walls in the sanctuary, stairways and upper entral
hull, installed wainscoating and new floors on stairs and lower
hall. Mr. Sharmin was still working with me then.... Now I'm on

my own. In 1956, installation of new electronic organ and complete
remodel of the chancel; altar rail cut to make a center entrance.
In 1973 instuallation of the new pipe organ. Once more, remodel of
the chancel and the new console moved to the main floor of the
sanctuary. In 1976 a new kitchen in one of the class-rooms on the
lower floor; new cabinets with formica counter tops, 2 pass-thru
openings, single sink with disposer and 3 compartment stainless-
steel sinks, new stoves and refigerators, Harlan Swan worked with
me for the plumbing on that. And that's about it.

"Mhut's about it", except that I remember the date of Jan.6, 1965
and you went down to the church and that was a dag that you do
remember! Would you want to tell us about that?

I was not working at the church, but the toll part of the bell (the
casting) was broken on it. It didn't operate and I was going up
into the attic to get into the belfry. Nobody was in the church

at that time. I went up this ladder (which I had been up lots and
lots of times) and when I pushed the trap door back, I felt the
ladder slip. I had it back far enough so I could grab ahold and
hang on. I wasn't too frightened because a lot of times I've pulled
the ladder up with my foot. but this time it didn't come up and I
couldn't put any pressure on it or it would slide out from under me
Did you yell, or call out for help?

No, but you can do a lot of thinking in a few seconds I'll tell you
So, I had to make a decision. There was no one around at all and

i decided that I couldn't ride the ladder down because it was about
four foot from the wall, A wooden ladder, and it might possibly
splinter and injure me that way. So I threw the ladder out of the
way so I wouldn't land on that and simply dropped to the floor...
about 18 feet.

bid it hurt immediately?

No, not very badly., I sat there for a minute and then I looked at
my ankles and it looked so they were starting to swell, I thought
I1'd better do something, so I slid down 2 flights of stairs and
walked 30 feet,
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You walked??11

Yeu, to my car, in the back of the church, and then drove it home.
I got here and called to my wife, I couldn't bear any pressure on
my feet, they hurt that badly. So I said "You'd better get the
daughter-in-law", (Shirley). She lives only two blocks away. So,

1 already had my feet out of the doorway. So, while she was doing
that, I said, "well, I used to creep before I walked"; so I got
down on my knees and crept into the house. I came in here.

Was there any snow at that time?

No... well, yes! There was snow. Let's see. That was the 6th of
January. Not any huge amounts tho. And we immediately called

Dr. Sterling. He came over and got a look at the feet. "Get the
ambulance!" So, they didn't tell me, but they.,., well, I was with:

three months of Social Security, or 65 years of age. So the children
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started getting Social Security. I could do a lot of thinking,
you know. I later found out that Dr, Sterling said that I would
never walk again! Dr, Williams was in the hospital with Dr., Ster-
ling (Williams was a surgeon), and he said he wouldn't have anyth
to do with my feet... that he wouldn't know what to do. So, they
took x-rays, sent them to Buffalo to a bone specalist. He wrote
back and said that there was nothing to pin to and nothing to scr
to. He said that all you could do was to re-shape them into heels
and put them in pressure casts. Yes (reply) they were totally
crushed! They had to be re-formed into heels. They were flat.

So then, Dr. Williams did the operation; but they didn't think
they would heal on account of my age, the lack of blood circulati
everything was against it. Dr, Sterling was a couple days late in
getting the casts off and my son asked him why. He said,"I'm
scared. I don't know what I'm going to find!" But, there was just
one hair-line crack that they could find on one sidel! They had
completely healed! So I started walking with a walker; then final
outside a 1little bit and wound up going around the block twice a
day, without the walker,

I can remember seeing you walk up and down our sidewalkl!

Yeah! Then I decided I could do away with the walker and just use
a cane., So, I carried the walker all the way around, just in case
I wanted to set it down. I used the cane for a few days, and ther

1 was back walking again!

Now you are out roller-skating every morning!! (laughter)
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Mo! The last time I did that was up in Olcott where I learned

to rollerskate. I went around three times, fell down every trip
and took them off., I've never had them on since! (laughter).

You had whirlpool baths for your feet, here at home?

Yes, that'!s right. Dr., Sterling told me that I'd have to go to the
hospital at least twice a week and have whirlpool treatments. I
said,"I think you can rent them and put them in your bath tub,"

He said,"I never heard of it." So I went to Jay's Drug Store and
they did have them to rent. So 1 rigged it up in my own bath tub
and with a wheel-chair, so I could go in there and take the treat-
ments twice a day, which I think helped them a lot to heal. Because
if twice a week would do some good, why, twice a day would do a
lot more, So I had it for several weeks here,

Do your feet bother you at all now?

Yeah! Ankles more than heels., I was "shucked" together. All my
pants had to be shortened. I was a good inch shorter than I had bee
It didn't affect your back? '

No. I was lucky and I did have a lot of help from "upstairs",

What about the working conditions in this area? Any unions?

Medina never had unions!! In other words, the city fathers here,
most of them owned the factorys and foundry, which was the chair
factory, furniture factory and foundrys, and they allowed no
outsiders to come in here!There were no unions! Mahar Brothers,
they tried to "unionize" and they "struck" and they brought in
"scab" upholsters. They werem not capable of doing the work that
their regular med did and they lost their business. They were even
known in Europe... shipped furniture over to them, and thru this
strike and bringing in the cheap help, they lost their business
and finally folded up,

What happened to the "scab" workers? Did they leave or stay?

No, they left. I don't know where they were from; probably out of
Buffalo. I'm not sure,

How has the construction work changed today? Has it changed much?
Oh yeah! Very, very much, In other words, all sawing was done by
hand saws, Today we have the power saws and so forth. The time tha‘
I worked on the Masonic Temple, in Medina in '23 when that was
built onto, all was with hand saws. And you took care of your
saws! If you hit a nail, it wasn't so good because you felt very

unhappy! xXLxysuxkx&xaxRaxkx But when you remodel, that's a differen
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thing apain because you are bound to do that., George Benz sharpenec
my hand saws for years and did a beautiful job, Yes, in Medina.
'"hon when 1 was working in the town of Greece, Mr, Millis' father
used to sharpen my saws and he was a good man with them too, Now
today, you pet them filed with machines, Men don't do that anymore.
Well, it's been a good life Warren and you've certainly made a
pood contribution of many homes. I know you've added onto "Pete"
and shirley's home. They keep adding! (laughter)

Yeah! As the family increased! I'm remodeling the bathroom right
now. Yes, that is a lovely house.

You are going to be working on the Methodist parsonage some more;
right?

Well, I did a little. We put a vent in the toilet off the kitchen.
A few years ago we vented the kitchen stove and then put new cup=
boards in., We went into the same thing to vent this toilet room.
We put new chimes on. They haven't had a back-door chime in years!
"Barney" (Rev. Barnard Howe) says,"You'!ll get your new minister;
why sure, you'll fix it all up for them!" (laughter)

Going back to the O'Donell Brothers, and speaking of electric
typewriters, I think they had the first electric typewriter that I
ever heard about, or anything. It was a huge affair, Leona Canfiel
(Mrs. Lawrence Canfield) was the office girl and she was working
that thing. It was fairly bobbing up and down right on the floor!
It was a huge thing, but she certainly could operate it. And with
no mistakes. And, you'd call an order in and she'd answer the
telephone you know. You'd just start reading it off and she'd writ
it down. Une day I called in and she apparently wasn't there.
Francis O'Lonell's wife was there., Well, I started reading off
what I wanted and so forth and she said,"Just a minute! This isn't
Leona, This is Mrs. O'Donell." (laughter) So, she couldn't take

it down like that. Leona Canfield was a whiz., Yes, she worked
there for a long time, When she got thru, it took two, and then
they didn't keep up! Thatt!s right!
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(Conclusion of taped, edited interview).
(Typed and edited by Helen M, McAllister)



