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HISTORY OF ORLEANS COUNTY CHURCHES
by
Helen E. Allen
Tovn of Murray

The Town of Murray is in a sense the oldest in Orleans County as
it was formed on April 8, I808. But at that time it was a part of
the extensive County of Genesee and was a largs area, & section of
which later becams Monroe County. Murray became & part of Orleans
when this County was erected by act of the New York State Legislature
on November II, I824 and it was not until I837 when Kendall was set
off that the present boundaries of the Town of Murray were establish-
ad. It is the center one of the three eastern towns which were a part
of the so called Hundred Thousand Acre Tract and were not opened up
for land sales as early as the rest of Orleans County which was a
part of the Holland Land Purchase.

The first settler came to Murray by way of the Ridge in I809 and
bullt & cabin just inside the present east boundary of the Town. Oth-
ers came soon afterward but settlement was not rapid for several
years. Most of the pioneers were religious and began to hold meet-
ings to worship God 28 soon as small settlements were starsed. The
Christian Church was the first to organize in Murray but as 1t moved
to Clarendon after a few years the history of that Church is included
with those of that Town.

The sarliest permanent religious organization in Murray was the
Congregational Church of Sandy Creek, founded in I8I9 which later be-
came the First Presbyterian Church of Holley,.a strong active Church
in I970. Six years later the First Baptist Church of Holley organized
and this I45 year old Church is also active although with a different
Baptist affiliation than when founded. Later organizations brought
the number of nineteenth century Churches to nine, one each of Presby-
terian, Roman Catholic, Free Methodist and Episcopal, two M. B. Socie-
tles and three Baptist. Of these , six are now active, including the
Holley Methodist which carries on its ministry in the Disciples Metho-
dist Church whose edifice is located in the Town of Clarendon. Three
churches were formed during the early years of the present eentury,
one of which is very active, the Assembly of God Church.

Sixteen Church edifices were built in Murray, four of them of fine
sandstone construction. Of these six are used in I970 by active Chur-
ches. Four buildings were replaced by growing congregations. Two of
these were converted into apartment houses, one remodeled for use as
& parsonage and one torn down. Two builldings were torn down some years
after the Churches which built them had disbanded, one was so badly
damaged by fire that it was torn down. One small meeting house revert-
ed to the farm from which the site came, after it was abandoned. The
brick edifice outgrown by the Holley Methodists and 8t. Rocco's sand-
stone building in Hulberton are now unused but in good condition.



Hulberton Methodist Episcopal Church

The first Methodilst Episcopal worship in the Town of Murray was con-
ducted in the home of Medad Ferry which was located about one mile east
of Scio, as the village of Hulberton was called at that time. This de-
vout Methodist, known as Elder Ferry, formed a class in 1822 which con-
tinued to meet in his home for several years. About I826, Joseph Budd,

a Methodlst who had settled in the village, invited Methodist Preachers,

Hemingway and Wooster, to establish a preaching station there. Medad

Ferry and his Class joined the new grggfyéit in the village school house.
Le

The combined Class was organized and incorporated on February 8, 1830
as the Methodist Episcopal Church and Society of Scio. At that meeting,
Joseph Budd, George Sguirb, I. H. S. Hulburt, Ezekiel Root and Joseph
Doolittle were elected as trustees and Hannibal Hitchcock as clerk. A
meeting house was built that same year on a slite on the east side of the
village streetwhich was donated by Joseph Budd. As soon as the building
was enclosed, 'rough loose boards laid for a floor and rude benches built,
it was used for services. The members continued to use the building in
that condition for several years. The church was completed and more suit-
ably furnished in I836 at a total cost of $2,000. It was common practice
at that period for Churches to sell the pews to members &s a means of
paying the cost of bullding. Joseph Budd purchased the first pew in the
newly completed church. The two-day quarterly District conference was
held at thlis church at about this time. Joseph Budd was said to have en-
tertained sixzty of the visiting brethren over night in his home. Most of
them had to sleep on the floor. One wonders how Mrs. Budd ever prepared
breakfast for so many, but perhaps other members took over that task.

The federal government established a Post Office in the village in
I835, naming it Hulberton in honor of I. H. S. Hulbert, the leading bus-
iness man in the village, as there was already a Scio P. 0. in New York
State. The village and Church soon adopted that name.

The M. E. Church of Hulberton, when it was completed in I836,had a
large seating capacity for the size of the building, as galleries were
built along the sides of the meeting room. A high pulpit reached by sev-
eral steps was placed between the two entrance doors at the west end and
the cholr loft was at the opposite end. The congregatlon purchased a
bell for their Church in 1852, from Minieley & Sons Bell Co. of West Troy.
For many years 1t was rung at 6 a. m.,noon and 6 p. m. every week day and
for the worship services on Sundays. The bell also tolled the age of all
who dled in the ¥icinity. yLyman Littlefield served as sexton and bell

ringer for many years, receiving $60 per year for punctually performing
his services every day.

In I870 the church was remodeled and redecorated. Galleries and high
pulplts had gone out of style by that date so they were tornpbut. The
pulpit was placed on a low platform at the end of the room opposite the
entrance doors. In I890 an addition was built on the east end of the
church to provide a social room and space for Sunday 3School classes,

A parsonage had been built by the Hulberton Church at an ear}ly date
and they had a resident pastor who also served the Clarendon M. E. Church.
In 1870, however, thts Church had increased in membership so that they
felt able to support a pastor alone and Conference assigned Hulberton a
full time pastor. Five years later Clarendon was again placed with Hul-
berton as a two-point charge. Then in I879 the Clarendon Methodists

built a parsonage and thereafter the pastor lived in that community.



In early days the men of the Hulberton Methodist Church, as in
most other Churches of that period, held all of the offices and made
decisions. The names of women appear only on the membership roll, al-
though some of them probably taught children's Sunday School classes.
But times were gradually changing and in I890, one woman is said to
have been appointed to the committee which planned the building of an
addition. Then in I906 Mrs. George Salisbury organized the women of
the congregatlon into a Ladies Ald Socilety. Thereafter thils society
took over most of the responsibility of keeping their meeting house
in good order. The ladies were also interested in missions and gave
money to support the world outreach of the Methodist Church. In I9IO
the lLadies Aid Society decided that the church interior should be re-
descorated and the sanctuary made more beautiful. Members enthusias-
tically went to work and by serving suppers to the vublic, which in-
cluded their own husbands and families, making needlework for sale
and in other ways raised the necessary money for the project. As a
part of the renovation they had lovely memorial windows installed,
which added much to the worshipful atmosphere of the sanctuary. The

ladies also purchased a new piano and new communion service 2t this
time.

After the work was completed it was decided to have an 0ld Home
Day at Hulberton Methodist Church. The pastor was the Rev. George
Gardner, who helped plan an excellent program for the day which was
set for June 29, I9II. WMrs. Adelaide Westcott was asked to write a
history of the Church to be read that day. Many former members and
friends came back to worship and enjoy the Christian fellowship, pic-
nic dinner and sharing of happy memories connected with the old Chur-
ch. For more than thirty years this Hulberton Church continued to
Provide worship services, religious education in the Sunday 3School
and Christian fellowship for the community. But membership and finan-
clal support declined as many of the older members were removed by
death and many of the younger generation went to live in cities or
larger villages. The Hulberton Church was Joined with the Clarendon
M. E. Church as a pastoral charge during most of her existence but
about I920 was transferred to the care of the pastor of the Kendall
Methodist congregation. When the Rev. Raymond Draffin closed his
work with the Kendall Hulberton charge in I945, this Church ceased to
hold regular services. The organization was kept up for a time with
the hope that the Church might be revived but this hope was soon
given up. The lLadies Aid Society, however , was more enduring and is
still Active in I970. Now called, The Hulberton Circle, the ladies
hold monthly meetings. Their offerings and money raised by Baked Food
sales goes to help suvport the Methodist Children's Home at Williams-
ville. Present officers of the Circle are; FPres.- Mrs. Stanley Haight,
Sec. -Mrs. Hanford Phillips, Treas. Mrs. William Phillips.

After the Church closed the pews and stained glass windows were
given to a Church in Rochester. The fine bell which called the people
of Hulberton to worship for nearly a century after it was purchased in
1852, now hangs in the belfry of St. Joseph's R. C. Church, in Lyndon-
ville. The Church building was given to the Methodist Church of Ken-
dall with the understanding that they use lumber of anything they
wanted from the building and would then clean up the grounds. In-
stead they sold the building to someone else and it later became the
property of Murphy Lumber Co. who used it for a time as a storage ware
house. As the building deteriorated it was also damaged by vandalism
and stood for somé for years as an eyesore to the great distress of
those who had loved the house of God and had tried to have it properly
taken down. Finally in late I969 1t was taken down and the grounds
broperly cleared.



Pastors: Local Elder Medad Ferry; with Clarendonz Revs. Hiram May,
Gleason Filmore, John Copeland, Micah Seager, Amos Hard, Asa Abel, M.
Preston, Israel Chamberlain, J. Brakeman, Geo. Wilkinson, John Wallace,
Sumner Smith, H. M. Ripley, S. H. Baker, J. B. Lanckton, F. W. Conable,
John Kennard, S. A. Chapin, S. M. Hopkins, W. F. Richards, D. D.
Cook, Wm. McGovern, E. M. Buck, Wn. Barrett, John MecEwen, E. W. Swift,
E. C. Swartz, R. S. Robinson, A. A. Craw, S. B. Grimer, C. N. Patter-
son, A. Staples, W. Tuttle, A. H. Marriott, W. B. Robinson, D. O.
Chamberlain, S. Brusie, C. R. Morrow, Geo. Gardner, ? ?; With Kendall-
Geo. Heath, F. Bolander, F. Smith, E. T. Rowe; Students from Lima Sem-
inary; Raymond Draffin with Kendall again, I940 - I945.

a3 et 3t A3kt 3t
Free Methodist Society of Hulberton

The Free Methodist Society was organized in Hulberton in 1874, by
twenty persons who withdrew from the membership of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church because they felt that Church was departing from the
teachings of John Wesley, founder of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
For about ten years the Free Methodists met for worship in the homes
of members and in the Hulberton School house.

In I885 the members incorporated with Henry Roraback, Hannibal
Hitchcock, Henry Allen and Theodore Johnson as trustees. That year
they erected a small meeting house on a lot deeded by M. H. Fhillips
on the west side of Main St. south of the canal. They organized a Sun-
day School and carried on an active Christian program for about 30
years. It was always a small Church the membership still being only
20 in I894. They were unable to support a pastor for regular services
soon after the turn of the century but the members carried on the Sun-
day School a little while longer. After the Society disbanded and no
longer wused their building it reverted to the Phillips property from

which the site came. It is still standing in I970 and used as a tool
shed by William Phillips.

The Hulberton Free Methodist Church was under the care of the pas-
tor of the Brockport Free Methodist Church. The names of pastors until
1894 were; the Revs. Henry Hornsby, C. D. Brook, G. W. Marcellus,
William E. Brown, S. X. W. Chesbrough, William H. Manning, C. W. Bacon,

A. A, Burgess, R. S. PhilINpel S0l R Bllowerss G, Wright, and T. L.
Slocum.



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HOLLEY, NZIW YORK

A few Baptist families had settled in the;fowngMurray near the
hamlet of Sandy Creek on the Ridge and the vicinity of Holley. They
held occagional worship services and at 2 meeting in the school housze
in District number 4, about a mile north of Holley, on November I2,

1825 they decided to form & Chutch. A meeting was called for that pur-
pose to be held two weeks 1ateﬁ§t the same place. The young pastor of
the Barre Baptist Church, Elder Arah Irons, met with seventeen persons
on November 26, I825 who subscribed to articles of faith and a covenant
and organized as a Baptist Church. These constituent members were John
Sprague, Daniel Reed, Davis Ingles, 3ilas Everts, Abel Belding, Hzra
Hall, Joseph Reed and ten women, whose names were not glven by the HIS=
TORICAL ALBUM OF ORLEANS COUNTY whers this record is found. Thres days
later the organization was recognized as = Baptist Church by a Council
of nearby Baptist Church®which met with the membersz. Elder Irons pre ck@¥
occasionally to the group during the following winter and in the Bpring
of I826 became the pastor and held services regularly every two weeks.
Arah Irons had been licensed to pre:ch some years earlier and on Novem-
ber 30, 1826 was ordained by the Holley Church which he continued to
serve for fowPor five years, with services held in the Sprague school
house where it was organized)or in the school house at Sandy Creek. Dur-
ing part of that time Elder Ironz was also pastor of the Baptist Church
in Gaines. Under the pastoral care of Arah Irons the Church wasz it cor-
porated, January 20, I830 as the First Baptist Church and Society of
Holley.

The membership of the Church had been increaging gradually and then
in the spring of I83I a great revival was held in a large barn at Sandy
Creek and seventy members were added to this Church 2nd at leagt asg
many to the Presbyteriz2n Church. The following year, members who lived
near the western border of the town wished to organize a Church of
thelir own in that section. Accordingly, on January 24, 1832, the Holley
Baptist Church granted letters of dismicsion to thirty-one members who
then organized the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church. The loss of thoge
members did not wesken this strong Church and at about the same time
the Soclety began to make plans for building their own meeting houce.
Hiram Frisbie, Daniel and John Sprague were appointed as a buildihg com-
mittee. The frame edifice was erected in the northeastern part of the
village at a cost of $3000. It was dedicated on May 29, 1834,

The Holley Church had been received into The Niagara Baptist Asso-
ciation in June I826 but a few yearsz later withdrew and Joined the Mon-
roe Baptist Agsociation as delegates of the Church could mors egsily at-
tend meetings in nearby Monroe County. When the Baptist Churches of
Orleans County organized an Association at the Knowlesville Church in
1844, pastor and delegates from the Holley Church were present and as-
slsted in forming the Association of which the Church was 2 member for
ninety years. A parsonage was purchased in I858. Extensive remodeling
and enlargment of the meeting house was begun in I866 to accommodate the
groving membership and large Sunday School. The work waz completed the
following year at & cost of more than the original building.

Ag the Church continued to grow during the next two decadez, a lot
on Geddes 8treet was purchased and an edifice of Medina sandstone built
in I890 at a cost of $I3,000. At about the seme time Dr. J. G. Wilson
bequethed @ house and lot to the Church. The new stone edifice waa dsd-
icated on January 2I, I89I. The Wilson house became available for use as
& parsonage in January I894. The First Baptist Church of Holley had a
membership of 225 and alarze Bunday School of which F. M. Bishop was the
superintendent at that date.
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The membership reported in I894 probably included many nonresident
and inactive members who were dropped from the roll during the nsxt
few years, for when the Rev. D. C. Herrell became pastor of the Holley
Church in I905 a membership of about I50 was reported. During the I2
year pastorate of this consecrated and snergetic minister, attendance
at services, giving for missione, interest in all Church programs and
winning of new members all increased. However, at the close of his
vériod of service with the Ghurch)membership wag gtill about I50. The
answer seemsto bs that the membership was further pruned of dead wood
during those years, for in one year 44 erasures from the Church roll
were reported. Atithe same time new members were being continually
added, an organization called the Social Union was formed to promote
Christian fellowship among all members of the Church and congrezation,
and the pastor started a mission in another part of the village with
worship services for people who had not been attendinz any Church and
a Sunday School for the children. The Rev. Hekrrell left the Holley

Church with an active consecrated membership and well organized pro-
grams of Christian work.

The Holley Baptists continued their vigorous Christian zrowth
and programs for the next fifteen years and more. When the Baptist New
World Movement Campaign for funds to greatly expand Home and Foreign
Misslonary programs was launched in 1920, the Holley Chfirch supported
the campaign generously. Repairs and improvements weremade to buildings
&s needed and membership grew as new members were added every year
until there were again well over 200 on the roll. In I922 the Church
edifice was extensively repaired. The Holley Baptist Church celebrated
her centennial in February I926. The following summer the Baptists co-
operated with other Churches of the village in holding 2 Vacation Bible

School which was attended by I50 children. This Union Vacation School
was continued for 2 number of years.

In I935 the pastor, the Rev. Richard Augustine became disesatisfied
with the Sunday School material put out by the Northern Baptist Publi-
cation Society and asked the Church to dscide whether or not to remain
in the Northern Baptist Conventionyas he would not continue to serve
as pagtor i1f they wished to remaih. At that time the Holley Baptist
Church voted to withdraw from the N.B.C. and the Orleans Baptist As-
sociation. For some years after that date information regarding the
Holley Church was not zo eagily accessible but the members carried on
an active program of religious services and projects.

Under the leadership of the Rev. Roger E. Seibert who began his
pastorate in I960,extenzive remodeling of the interior of the edi-
fice was started in I964. A service of dedication for the remodeled
Church was held on 3Sunday, November 28, 1965, with the Rev. James Bed-
ford, D. D. Presidsnt of Buffalo Bible Institute, preaching the dedic-
tory sermon and several pastors from other communities aszsisting in thes
service. The cost of the alterations had been 345, 000 and had been
entirely paid at that time. The work had included & considerable en-
largement of the basement and more space for Sunday School classes. New
floor coverings have more recently been installed. Last summer an old
school bus was purchased, put into good operating condition and used to
pick up children outside of the village whose parents are not interested
in Church,and bringing them in for Sunday School. During the six months
of operatlion ending December 3I, I968, more than 4000 rides were provided
for these children. It is now planned to purchase a second bus.

The Baptist Church of Holley is affiliated with the Empire State As-
gsociation of Regular Baptists and the General Association of Regular
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Baptists. The Holley Church maintains Sundey morning and evening wor-
gship serviges, Sunday School sessions znd youth meetings, midwesk
Prayer and Bible Study meetings. Also week day religious inetruction
iz ziven children during the =chool year and Vacation Bible School held
in the summer. Younz people attend Summer Bible Camp at Machias. Or-
ganizations are the Lawrence Fellowship Clasg for women which handles
missioniry programe 2and information, Pioneer Girls and the Boys' Bri-
gade. Present membership is about 240 on the roll, (95 -active) Sunday
School enrollment I50,

Janvary I, 1969 Officers : Deacons- Rev. L. B. Greaser, Theodore
Fleth Sr., David Fleth, Norman Whesler, John Seibert, Richard Fatrick;
Trustees - Paul Reid, James Greene, Kenneth Bashr, Terry Roggow, Richard
Davis, David Barnett; Recording Secretary - Mrs. Russell VanDerLinden;
Clerk - Mrs. Kenneth Baehr; Financial Sec. Mrs. Louls Assennato; Treas.-
Orren S. Van Orden; Sunday School Supt. - Richard Padrick; Organists- -
Mrs. L. B. Greaser, VNrs. Roger E. Seibert.

Pagtors IB26 - I93%2 - The Revs. Arah Irons, Zenas Casge, J. E. Efdridge
Martin Coleman, Alfred Handy, Hobart Leavenworth, 3. A. Estee, Franklin
Woodard, Charles Clutz, Mr. Bailey, W. S. Clark, Alfred Handy, Eleazer
Savage, ©S. Hill, Samuel Gilbert, R. C. Palmer, Ira Bennett, G. W.
Divoll, B. W. Rogers, M. P. Forbes, W. Dunb2r, L. A. Gould, D. D. Brown,
A. D. Abrams, (. H. Harrington, Joseph Weston , D. C. Herrell I905 -
1917, F. N. Taft, 'I8 - '23, O. E. Bishop '23 - '25, M. E. Cheney '25,
Kenneth Clark '26 - '27, J. P, Filson '27 - '32.

Fastors since I933 Revs.Richard Augustine '33- '37, Edson Farker,
... Pfaff, L. B. Greaser I946 - I960, Roger E. Seibert I960 - June I969.
Supplies July I969 - Feb. I970. Carlton CarpenterMarch I970 -



GAINES AND MURRAY BAFTIST CHURCH

The Gaines and Murray Baptist Church was organized on January SHLA
1832, as a so called Baptist Conference. The Holley Baptist Church,
which had organized about six years earlier, drew its membership from
a large area. Members who lived in the vicinity of Balcom’ Mills had
requested letters of dismission in order to form a Church of their own.
The Holley Church met at the home of Alanson Mansfleld, near Balcom's
Mills on January 24, to consider the matter. After careful discussion
of the advisability of the action, the Church voted to grant letters of
dimission to the 3I members who had made the request. One week later
these people met at the local school house, adopted articles of faith,
a Church covenant and organized as a conference. They also requested
that a Council of sister Churches be formed to recognize the conference
as a Church, according to Baptist practice.

The GCouncil of Churches convened at the school house on February

29 and recognizéd the conference as a properly constituted Baptist
Church. As some of the members lived in the Town of Gaines , the name
decided on was the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church. Alanson Mansfield
and Salmon Dibble were chosen as deacons and Abner Balcom as clerk. Tak-
ing part in the service of Recognition which followed the businees meet-
ing, were the Rev. Arah Irons, former pastor of the Holley Church, at
this date pastor of the Albion Church and the Revs. Coleman and Davis.

The new Church held services in nearby school houses whenever a
minister could be secured to preach for them for some months. In June
of the same year they were received into the Niagara Baptist Associa=
tion and on August I4 the Rev. Charles Randall became their firsyg
pastor and regular services were held. After serving for one year he
was followed by S. 3tillwell, a young minister not yet ordained who la-

bored so devotedly among the people that 42 new members were added dur-
ing his one year pastorate.

As a result of the growth of the Church the members began to plan
to build a meeting house. On December 3I, I834 they legally incorpor-
ated as the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church and Society. The trustees
elected at that time were Sherman Dibble, Salmon Dibble, Oliver Vankirk,
Josiah Hamont and Abner Balcom. Property was acquired on the Murray
side of the Transit Line Road, on the nprth side of an intersecting
east and west road. The following year the frame church was erectad,
facing south on the cross road. From the location of the property, next
to the Transit, the Church was often called the Transit Church and the
cross road unown as the Transit Church Road. In I838 the Society pur-
chased a house on the Transit Church Road in Gaines for use as a par-
sonage. The Church withdrew from Niagara Association in I844 when the
Orleans Baptist Association was organized in order tounite with the
new body. It is quite remarkabls that the Gaines and Murray Church in-
creased in membership, acquired property, maintained regular services
and carried on an active program, including a growing Sunday School
started at an early date, during the first I9 years of her life in spite
of the fact that in that period she was served by IS5 different pastors
and was often without any pastoral leadsership. Those early Church mem-
bers must indeed have been consecrated Christians.

I8%I, David Moore Jr., a member of the Church '"was invited to ex-
ercise his gifts". After preaching for one year he was ordained as a
minister on June 30, I852 and settled as pastor. During the next three
years under his care,69 were added to the Church. There followed & time

of many pulpit supplies until the Rev. I. Cheesbrough became pastor in



July I858. During his four year pastorate the church was repaired and
lmproved.at a cost of $I,000. The Church was fortunate when heclosed

his pastorate in 1862 , to immediately engage the Rev. M.F.A. Spinning
who served for seven years. He was followed by the Rev. E. Holroyd who
remained for four years. During that period of stable leadership the

Church and Sunday School eontinued to grow, the meeting house was kept
in repair and improved and the small parsonage greatly enlarged by the

bullding of a two-story addition. The next minister served for two
years.

The early history of the Gaines and Murray Church is given with
conslderable detaill by the HISTORICAL ALBUM OF ORLEANS COUNTY. When
that history was published in I879 the Church had a membership of I47
and was under the pastoral care of the Rev. G. C. Walker who came in
I875. The Sunday School had an enrollment of IO6 with II teachers and
Deacon A, L. Dibble was the superintehdent.

A Tew years later a small addition was built on the church. The
property was kept in good repair and the organization seuntinued strong
and active during the remainder of the century although the membership
decreased somewhat. The beginning of the twentieth century found the
Church with a membership of about I0O, Sunday School enrollment of I20
and a Young People's Bociety of about 50 members. Pastors who served
Trom I879 until I900 were the Revs. G. C. Wwalker, F. A. Vanderburg, H.
H. Emmett, E. B. Cornell, W. P. Decker, W. T. Hughes and G.R. Schlauch.

For about twenty years of the new century the Church was strong and
active especially during the II year pastorate of the Rev. F. &. Sands
which was ended in February I9I7 by his death. The women of the Church
were very active in their Missionary Soclety and the Young People's So-
ciety was strong and brought many into the Church. The Sunday School en-
rollment was large and children from communities yhere there were no
Churches were brought to the Sunday School for a number of years. In
I9I6 Church membership was again well above I0O0. The Church edifice was
redecorated from time to time and kept in repair. An Acre of land had
been purchased in I907 directly across the road from the church and in
I909 a new parsonage was built at this convenient location.

About I920 dissension entered the Church and many who had long been
active withdrew and membership dropped to 39. However, the Sunday School
attendance did not decrease 2s much. The Vacation Bible School was held
for the children ani many evangelistic and missionary services held. For
qfew years membership gradually increased again but thers were not enough
contributors to support a pastor. For a time the deacons and deaconesses
conducted services and in I930 retired minister 0. R. Newman of East

Gaines supplied the pulpit for several months but before the close of
that year services wers finally discontinued.

THe Transit Grange voted on Dsc. 3, I932 to buy the unused Transit
church:for $200. On Dec. IS, the Grange held their first meeting in
their newly purchased Grange Hall. The parsonage was sold by the Church
2s & private home. When Transit Grange became too wesk:-fo meintain the
building they sold the old church in I958 to be torn down for the lumber.

i

Heavy beams which could not be moved and debris were burned by the Hulbertor

Fire Co. in the summer of I960. The grounds were then graded and seeded
for lawn and deeded to the adjoining Cemetery.

L e

Fastors I900 - I930 :The Revs. G.D. Holcomb, W.T. Taylor, ¥. E. Sands,

James Shaw, T, F. But er, H. N. Wahl, M. S. Scriber, Martha Filson,
the deacons at various times and O.R. Newman Aug.I929 - Dec. I930.
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FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF HOLLEY

People of Methedilst persuasion in the vicinity of Holley wvere
evidently planning on establishing a Mephodist Episcopal Church in
1834. Hiram Frisble and wife deeded the lot on which this Holley
Church now stands, to Samuel Ayers, Norman Brainard, John Crason,
Stephen Wyman and Joel Hunter as Trustees. The deed wasg dated and
recorded in Orleans County Clerk's offive in I834. There are, how-
ever, no records of a Church being organized at that time. There is
a tradition that a few years later, timber for a Church building was
cut and fitted on the farm of John lLake. In some way this was de=-
stroyed by fire and there seems to have been no other attempt to
build for more than three decades.

A Methodist Class had been formed in this vicinity some time be-
fore I842, for the original record book for that year and the next
1s still in existence, This book shows a class of forty members with
I. Sanford as leader the first year and R. Huff the Next year. It is
not probable that forty people would have been ready to have started
an M. E. Class all 8t once. No doubt the circuit riders of M. E.
Ridgeway Circuit had established a preaching station in this viecinity,
as in so many other settlements in Orleans County, and gradually built
up a class of this number. There are no other records of the class.

In 1869, the Rev. D. D. Cook, pastor of the Clarendon Methodist
Episeopal Church, began holding services in Holley in the Presbyter-
ian church. In #few weeks the people decided to organize a Methodist
Church and build a meeting house. It was decided at a meeting on May
II, I869 to secure the old lot whigvh had reverted to Mr. Friesbie. A
building committee was appointed and plans made at once to raise mon-
ey for a substantial brick building. The cornerstone was laid with
appropriate ceremonies on July 20, with Rev. 8eager officiating.

The Holley Church was made a part of the Clarendon charge and Rev.
Cook was replaced by Rev. E. M. Buck by Conference that year. Rev.
Buck gave mieh time and encouragement to the Holley Church in their
building project and the brick edifice was completed and dedicated on
April 27, I870. As soon as plans for building had been made the Lad-
les Aid Society was organized to raise money for carpeting and other
furnishings. The church was built at a cost of $I2,000 and at the ded-
ication service the entire building debt of §7,000 was met by gifts
and pledges. In addition to the furnishings they had purchased, the
Ladies Aid Society pledged %I1,000, which they paid in four years.

The officers of that first ladies Aid Soclety which did so much to
help build and furnish the Church were, President- Gertrude Farwell,
Vice. Pres. - Harrlet Marsh, Sec. - Mary Hatch, Treas. - Helen Huff.
The cushions for the pews were made by Mrs. Farwell, Mrs. Taylor and
Mrs. Marsh. The latter, who was the only one in the society who owned
a sewing machine, did all of the stitching. A Sunday School with 70
members was organized the Sunday following the dedication.

The young Church grew rapidly and within five years the membership
reached I00 and Conference made Holley Methodist Episcopal Church an
independent charge with their own pastor, the Rev. W. 0. Peet. This
was in I875. More than half a century later, in I83I, Holley and Char-
endon were placed under the care of one pastor.

At the time their building was erected, it's excellent location
facing the public square from the north end, presented the idea of in-



stalling a tower clock. Circular openings were left for clock faces
but were filled in with matched boards and the project deferred for
a time. Twenty years later a few cliltizens started to raise money
for a clock and soon the entire village was working enthusiastically
to place a clock in the Methodist Church tower. All sorts of fund
raising affairs, including "The Business Carnival" sponsored by the
business men of Holley and individual gifts brought in the necessary
money. At the same time members of the Church were serving suppers
to raise money to buy a bell. Then at a meeting of citizens of the
village, a committee was chosen to purchase both clock and bell. On
this committee were J. H. Ruggles, H. C. Lockwood, C. C. Hayden, T.
D. Matson and George A. lee. After careful investigation they se-
lected a McShane bell weighing over I,000 pounds at $I80 and a
Seth Thomas tower clock at #5I2. One wonders how much a clock and
bell of equal value would cost in I970! The village was given a 99
year lease of the tower in return for agreeing to keep the clock in
repair and the dial room &f the tower lighted so that one of the
four faces could be seen from any quarter of the village. The bell
and clock were put irplace in I895.

The first musical instrument was a melodeon. It was replaced by
a reed organ which was used until I899 when & fine pipeorgan was in-
stalled in a annex built to provide the needed spece, all at a cost
of of $I500. The Holley Methodist Church was noted at an early date
for their fine choir led by Bruce Atkina, Besides large congregations
at morning services, the church was said to be crowded on Sunday ev-
enings because of the good singing and the excellent preaching of the
rastors.

During the passing years the building was kept in repair and im-
proved. The original roof was replaced by slate and the interior
refurbished and walls frescoed in I889. When the interior was again
redecorated in I9I5 an electrolier, given by the Excelsior Class, in-
stalled. Eight years later the building was extensively repaired
and new pews placed. A new roof was put on the parsonage in 1934 and
the church roof repaired.

When Conference first appointed a resident pastor to the Holley
Church, a house was rented for his use, After a few hears a house
was purchased and used as a parsonage for nearly 40 years. In I920,
through the generosity of Mrs. W. H. Westecott, the Church acquired
her beautiful home on Albion St. and sold the old parsonage. This
house was used by pasbors for more than forty years but was too
large and expensive to keep up. In I962 the Trustees sold it and
Purchased a smaller house a2t 33 Tast Albion St. which is the present
parsonage.

The original stained glass windows were in bad condition by I939
and were replaced by beautiful memorial windows given in memory of
Mr, and Mrs. Fred T. Potter, E. Milford Salisbury, Florence Farwell
M1lliman, Rev. and Mrs., Lorren Stiles, Amna L. Potter, One, to the
Glory of God in honor of Rev. R. E. Risden minister in I939. Also
three were given by the congregation, one in memory of Rev. D. D.
Cook and the pioneers who Bounded the Church, another in memory of
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Westcott and the third was lettered " Gift of the
Congregation, I939." A few years later the "rose window" in the bal-
cony was given in memory of Rev. Henry Clay Milliman by his son.

A period of spiritual and numerical growth of the Holley Methodist
Church began during the nine year vastorate of the Rev. Lorren Stiles

S



who came in I9I5. Attendance at Church services and Sunday School
increased and the Epworth became more active. More members became ac-
tively involved in the work of all organizations of the Church and an
excellent choir was again built up with Miss May E. Potter organist
and and choir director. This pericd of growth continued for about
twenty vears.

The Ladies Aid Soclety referred to earlier continued for many years
to help support the Church and improve the building. I902 a Woman's
Forelgn Missionary Society was formed under the encouragement of the
pastor's wife, Mrs. Charles M. Buck. The women studied the missionary
work of the Methodist Church at large, and had many missionaries and
native converts from foreign lands as speakers at meetings. They made
generous contributions themselves and encouraged giving to the support
of world wide Methodist Missions by the other members of the Church.
In I940 the women of the Holley Church conformed to the plans suggested
by General Conference and united their old societies into the new VWo-
man's Society of Christian Service, and have continued their work in
the local Church and in Home and Foreign Mission Fields.

On January 28, 1945 fire threatened to destroy the Holley M. Z.
edifice. Quick, effective action by the firemen confined the fire to a
small area and soon extinguished it. But smoke and water damage was
extensive. At the request of the trustees, the pastor, the Rev. David
R. Klingler, became executive member of the redecorating committee. He
very ably directed the work and just five weeks after necessary repairs
were completed by carpenters thebullding was again ready for use. Mr.
Klingler did much of the painting himself and was aided by other volun-
teers. During repairs to the Sunday School rooms anew block celling and
new light fixtures were installed. Damage to the organ caused great
coneern but the man who had installed it in I899 was engaged to repair
it and did an excellent Job. In July of that same year the steeple was
struek by lightning. While the damage was being repaired by steeple-
Jacks they also straightened the weather vane and made other improve-
ments. While thelr church was closed on account of the fire the Episco-
pal Church invited the Methodists to worship in in their buillding.

The 75th anniversary of the building of the Church edifice was cel-
ebrated on Bhvember IO and II, I945 and a service of dedication of the

redecoration and improvements made earlier that year was held during
that celebration.

About I950 membership and attendance at services began to decrease
and as a result financial difficulties increased. The members did man-
age to keep the property in repair. The Sunday evening service was dis-
continued and the former number of mid-week Lenten services was cut

down. In I%964 the pipe organ was again in need of cleaning and repair.
It was restored to 1like new condition. The tower clock, after sixty
years of keeping time for Holley folk stopped in 1956 because of accum-
ulated dirt and rust. Investigation disclosed that a repair job on the
clock by an outside firm would cost double the purchase price of the
clock and the money was not available. After a time Holley jeweler and
watch repair man, William H. Rayburn, offered to undertake the task as
a2 labor of love. For two years he spent his spare time dismantleing,
cleaning, polishing and reassembling the parts and adjusting the works.
The well made o0ld clock responded to6 his efforts by operating perfectly.

There have of course always been consecrated laymen who have served
the Church and community well in times of declining membership and alsc

in periods when the Church was flourishing. A few who have served in



various offices for long perlods during the life of the Church have
been: Ira Edwards, Harrison Webster, H. C. Lockwood, Lewis Bartlett,
George Ross, E. M. Balisbury, Mark Heath and organist, May E. Potter.
The Sunday School has always provided Christian instruction for child-
ren and even in I954 when the Church was at low ebb, ninety children
were belng given released time week day religious education.

For some years prior to I965 the Clarendon and.ﬁolley Churches
which had been served by one pastor since I93I, had had student pasg-
tors who in spite of their consecration could devote 1little time to
either Church. Membership in both declined still more. There was
somé talk of uniting the two Churches and also a sug gestion of a
merger with' the Holley Presbyterian Church. Then after the two Meth-
odist Churches had been without any pastor, Conferenmce 833igned the
Rev. Donald K. Coburn to the Charge in February IS65.

Under the leadership of this young energetic and dedicated pastor
the dovmward trend in membership was reversed and interest and atten-
dance increased. This caused problems in lack of Sunday School space
and parking area. During I966 Rev. Coburn led the Churches in again
exploring the advantages of merging. In October I966 the two Churches
voted to merge and form a new Church incorporated as Disciples Meth-
odist Church and the Holley Methodist GChurch went out of existence.

The word 'Episcopal' had been dropped from their name in 1939, as
it was from other Methodist Churches. Since I963 the Holley Church

had been in the newky formed Batavia District of Western New York Con-
ference.

Cfficers in I966 were: Chmn Bd of Trustees- Graydon McCarty, Financ.
Sec.- Mrs.Clark Knapp Jr.,Treas.Cur.ExpMrs. Bruce Maxon, Benev.- Mrs,
Bruce Rodwell, Recording Stew. - Mrs. B. Howard, lay Leader- Ralph Smith
W3CS Pres. - Mrs. B. Rodwell, S. 3. Supt.- Mrs. Robert Vincent . Combine
H.& C.MYF Pres.- Joyce Ashbery, Adult Advisers- Mr. & mrs. Royce Root,

Pastors: D,D. Cook I869, E. M. Buck I869-'70, Wm., Barrett & C. B.
Sparrow-I1870-'7I, G. W. Terry I87I-'72, H. C. Woods IB872-'7S, Holley
aélone , Wilbor O. Peet I875%'76, H. F. Osborne I876-'78, L. S. Atkins
1878-'80, Wm. Armstrong I880-1882, N. R. Hamer I882='83(4 months) F. A,
Trippet I883-'84, R. W. Copeland I884-'87, W. B. Pickard I887-'89, V.B.
Wagoner I1889-'90, F. W. Hemenway I890-'93, E. M. Snodgrass I893-'95,

D. W. Gates 1895-'07, H. B. Mason I897-1900, C. R. Buck I®00='04, P. P.
Sowers I904-'09, C. A. Lawrence I909-'I2, Joseph Morrow I912-'15, Lorren
Stiles I1I915-'24, W. L. Deighton I924-'25, E, S. Beacomn IG25-'26, . W.
Mlddleton I926-'3I, With Olarendon again, R. C. Shaw I93I-'34, J. H.
Sandmeyer I934-'37, Lee E., Vaughn I937-'38, R. E. Risdendr. I938-'4I,

D. R. Klingler I94I-'45, R. C. Hutchinson I945-'48, Paul H. Franke IO48-
1952, A. H. S6hott I952-'55, Bruce D. Rahtjen 1955-'58, B. D. Lambert
1958-1962, C. L. Reynolds IY62-1964, Douglas Garner IS64 June -Nov.
Donald K. Coburn Feb.I965- I964



MURRAY BAPTIST CHURCH

The Murray Baptist Church was organized by the Rev. William Tay-
lor, 2s the Free Will Baptist Church and Society of Sandy Creek, on
March 2I,I875. The fifty-five chabter members met for that purpose
at the gchool house in the village and continued to hold services
there for two yearsz with the Rev. Taylor serving as their first pastor.

Sandy Cresk was Bhe first hamlet to grow in the Town of Murray an
wag so named because the homes of those early settlers were built a-
long the Ridge at the point where the east and west branches of Sandy
Creek joined. When the federal government established a Fost Offive
there they named it,Murray, but the pioneer name for the place contin-
ued to be used for many years.

About a year after the Society was organized the members began to
plan to build a meeting house of their own. The white frame building
was erected on the north side of the Ridge Road and completed so that
the dedication service was held on May 2, I877. The Rev. Crandall of
Fairport preached the dedicatory sermon and the Church choir sang pra-
ises to God. BSome of the descendants of those choir members are still
active in the community. The Church was received into Rochester Free
Will Raptist Conference at a meeting held at North Parma, 1in June T8
The first deacons of the Church were Milton L. Soper and Norman Pler.
Deacon Soper 2lso served 2s clerk and treasurer. A Sunday School was
soon established with Samuel Pike as superintendent.

In June I888 the Church was reorganized under the leadership of the
Rev. Whicher, who was affectionately known as "Father Whicher". At this
téme also the building was remodeled. Since the beginning, this Church
had alwayz been served on a part time basis by some of the pastors of
the numerous Free Will Baptist Churches in Monroe County. About I890
the Rev. E., W. Hallaby became the first resident pastor. During his
pastorate all debts were paid and the members joyfully held a Mortgzaze
burning ceremony. A constitution for the Church was adopted in I894.

A parsonage was bullt next to the church on the east in IQ00 as it
was often difficult to rent a conveniently located house for the pastor.

During the first decade of the twentieth century the once vigorous
Free Will Baptist Denomination began to decline. Monroe Conference
disbanded. Soon afterward, the Orleans Associlation of Northern Baptist
Churches invited the Free Will Baptist Churches which still remained
In the County to join their fellowship. The Murray Church accepted the
invitation and was reczived into the Orleans Baptist Association on
June I2, I9I3. At this time the words "Free Will" were dropped from
the name 2nd the Church became known as the Murray Baptist Church. The

annual meeting of the Association was twice held in the Murray Church,
in I921I and I93I.

An endowment fund was set up in memory of Zimri and Harriet M. Per-
rigo, by & gift from their daughter, Mre. Lulu Carton in I9I8. Soon

afterward meny improvements to the building were made and in I924 stain-

ed glass windows were installed. They were dedicated on August I3, at
at a service at which the Rev. Joseph Kettle of Spencerport was the
speaker. Kev. Kettle was the son of an early pastor of the Murray
Church and some years later he served the Church for & short period.

Extensive repairs and improvementis were made to the church and par-
=onage in I931I, the work being financed by fund raising efforts of the
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Ladies Aid Society. In I935, during the pastorate of the Rev. W. A.
Lafferty, the sixtieth amniversary of the founding of the Church was
observed. The nine year ministry of 2ev. lLafferty was the longest in
the history of the Church until the present minister, the Rev. Hiram
Chapman began his pastorate in I950. When the seventy-fifth anniver-
sary was celebrated a brief historical sketch paying tribute to the
work of the founders of the Church and to early members and pastors
was printed in the Church bulletin.

Since I950 much has been done to improve the Church property. A
new organ was installed some time ago and more recently new carpet and
chancil furniture purchaged. Memorial gifts have also added many ap-
pointments to enhance the beauty and dignity of the sanctuary . During
I966 extensive repairs were made to the stesple and amplified chimes
installed. That same year the parsonage was painted and remodeled at
a cost of 3I000 for materials. The work was done by volunteers, the
estimated value of the labor being at least *2000.

The present pastor, the Rev. Hiram Carpenter, although he im also
pastor of the Congregational Church of Clarkson, devotes much time to
the work 2t Murray and effectively leads the people in worshiving God
and following the teachings of Christ in their @aily lives. There is
a fine youth choir under the direction of Eleanor Andem of Rochester,
who 1s also the organist. One of the voung peovle, Terry Ging, a tal-
snted musician, is assistant organist. The Sunday worship service at
IT:I5 a. m., Sunday School at I0 a. m. Midweek prayer services on
Wednesday evenings are held in homes of members. The Ladies Aid Soci-
ety holds meetings on the first Thursday of each month. During the fall
and winter fellowship suppers are held each month. Lenton services and
some other special meetings are held jointly with the Clarkson Church.
Murray Baptist Church is a member of Niagera raptist Association of the
American PBaptist Convention.

1968 Officers: Clerk- Mrs. Guy Dusset Jr.; Treasurer - James 2.
Ging; Diaconate - Leigh Walters, @hm., Ralph Skillington, J. C. Welch,
Robert Love, Mrs. George Herring Sr, Mrs. J. C. Welch, Mrs. James

Hubbard; Trustees - Roy Hardehbrook, Chm., Guy Dusett Jr., Yale Ells-
worth, Grange Skillington, Clifford Dunn; Pulpit Com. - Mre. J. E. Ging,
Mre. Robert Love, Mrs. Ralph Skillington; S. 8. Supt. - Mrs. Edward

Reamer; Ladies Aid Society Pres. - Mrs. @Geprge Herring Sr.

Pastors: the Reve. William Taylor, Orrin Wildey, Jozeph Kettle,
Isaac Hyatt, C. X. Akeley, . C. Pimlott, H. W. Whicher, G. Tanner,
E. W. Hallaby, B. N, Tanner, E. E. Phillips, 0. R. Newman, Bramley,
wWard, E. G. Skanley, W. S. Smith, A. D. Walker, O. R. Newman, R. B.
Deer, G. H. Carpenter, W. J. Millet, A. J. Parker, Donald Lane,
Donald Gorham, Robert Leitz, W. A, Lafferty 1929 - I¢38, T. B. Rich-
ardé@fGordon Deer, Joseph B. Kettle, Miss Eleanor Andem, Ed win Brown,
Dr. J. R. Branton,Lloyd Parker, William Irich, James Hunter, Hiram
Chapman I950-



ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, HOLLEY, N. Y.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Holley began as a Mission under the
care of the Rev. James A, Skinner, rector of 5t. Luke's Episcopal
Church in Brockport. Previous efforts had been made over a period of
thirty vears to establish a Church in Holley but without success until
1890.

The Rev. Dr. W. B. Edson, pastor of the Brockport Episcopal Church;
began holding services in Holley in I860 and continued for about two
years. During that period, several people from the Holley congrega=
tion were confirmed as members of 3t. Lukes. When Dr. Edson closed
his work in Brockport, the Holley services were dropped. About ten
years later Bishop Coxe came to Holley to encourage the establishment
of an Episcopdl Mission. The Bishop officiated at a service at the
Presbyterian Church, called for that purpose but not enough interest
wasg shown to carry out the project.

Again in 1882, the rector of St. Luke's, C. T. Seift D. D. at that
time, hoping to extend Episcopal worship to Holley, held services in
McCargo's Hall for several months. He discussed plans for building a
chapel and a subseription paper was circulated to raise funds but a-
gain, lack of interest caused the effort to be dropped.

The Rev. James A. Skinner, who had succeeded Dr. Seift at St.
Luke's came to calyon the Episcopalians in Holley in September, I890.
He found that more members of that faith had moved to the vicinity and
there was considerable interest in hawving regular services of worship.
rev. Skinner conducted the first service in the Presbyterian Church
on September 28, and so much interest was shown that it was decided to
organize a Mission. The A.0.U.W. Hall was hired as a temporary meet-
ing place and Rev. Skinner, every Sunday afternmoon, held services there.
During the following months funds were raised and property on the cor-
ner of Main and Jackson Streets, was purchased #rom E. H. Cook for $2500.
The house was remodeled for services by the removal of partitions and
the Mission's home was ready for use on Sunday April 19, I89I.

Earlier that year, on January 25, Bishop Coxe had come to Holley and
confirmed a class of 25 persons. That service was held in the Methodist
Church. The Mission continued to grow and in August I893 the Rev. G.
Sherman Burrows was appointed as the first resident pastor. Plans then
were made for building a Church edifice. As a first step the Mission
was incorporated as St. Paul's Episcopal Parish of Holley. The name was
suggested by Bishop Coxe in memory of the first confirmation which took
place on St. Paul's Day. Officers elected at the time of incorporation
were; Wardens - Edwin Bliss and Charles C. Hayden; Vestrymen - John

Downs, Chas. A. Chase, George N. Bowman, Byard Clough, Wm. P. Quacken-
bush, Dr. F. B. Storer and James W. Robb.

Plans for the church were drawn and donated to the Parish, by Archi-
tect, Addison Forbes, of Rochester. Ground was broken for the building
on June I9, I894 and the cornerstone laid July 28. The Guild room was
ready for «<in mid-December and services were held there for a few weeks

until the building was completed, the first service in the sanctuary be-
ing held on January 20, I895.

The beautiful little church of Medina sandstone was consecrated on
January 3I, I895 by the Rt. Rev. Arthur C. Coxe. D. D., Bishop of the
diocese, assisted by the Revs. Henry Austice,D.D. , W. C. Hubbard, L. C.

Washburn, and J. H. Dennis of Rochester, and H. S. Gatley of Middlepobt.



The house which had been used as the Mission chapel, now became the
rectory.

According to an historical sketch of St. Paul's by Rector Thomas

A, Duck, written soon after the turn of the century, 1t was the inter-
est of some summer residents of the viecinity which helped to start the
Episcopal Mission in Holley. Also thesir generous gifts made possible
the building of a more costly edifice than could otherwlse have been
erected. These ladies he named as Mrs. J. P. French, Mrs. G. W. Bowman
Mrs. 8tillman Clark and her daughter, Miss Mary L. Clark of New York
City. Gifts and memorials given by members and friends of St. Paul's
provided beautiful appointments for the interior of the church.

During the rectorship of the Rev. W. H. Hawkin in I899 a new rectory
was built. This was used until I930 when the last resident rector, the
Rev. George M. Galarneau retired. 1In I93I 5t. Paul's of Holley was
Joined with Christ Episcopal Church of Albion under the care of ons
rector whose residence was in Albion. This arrangement has continued
except for one period of three years. The rectory was sold in I847.

The Church edifice has been kept in repair during the passing years,
much of the work being done by devoted parishioners. Within the last
decade the stonework has been pointeduup, the building rewired and a new
heating plant installed. The most recent improvements have been the
laying of a new floor in the church and the placing of new carpet and
pewss In 1964 and '€5 while the Baptists in Holley were remodeling
their building they were loaned the use of the Episcopal edifice for
thelr services by the members of St. Paul's.

On January 2I, I96I, Francis A. Park was ordalned to the Zpiscopal
priesthood by Bishop L. L. Scaife at St. Paul's Church.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Holley, at the close of I968, numbers
45 communicants and belongs to the Episcopal Biocese of Western New
York. Regular Sunday services are held at 9:I5 a. m. Special are sched-
uled during Lent, Holy Week, the Christmas season and other occasions,

Present Officers: Senior Warden- John Spychalski, Junior Warden - lLirs.
Frank Sanzo; Vestrymen - Frank Neidert, Mrs. Howard Bowen, Ralph Gay-
lord, Peter Germeo, Edward B. Beadle; Clerk - Miss Winifred Bentley,
Treasurer - Buft D. _Iadington, Organist-Terry Ging.

Rectors, I893 - I93I : The Revs. &. Sherman Burrows, C. 0. S. Kear-
ton, W. H. Hawkin, Thomas A, Duck, W. H. G. Lewis, G. H. Parsons,
Herbert E. Rodwell, George M. Galarneau; I93I - 1955 with Albion, the
Reve. Ralph M. Davis, John Sanborn, Elmore C. Young, George F. Dutton,
Vincent R. Brown, Harold F. Wolcott; I955 - I957 part time Rectors-

J. Robert Jackson and Dr., Richard W. Day. I958 to present agailn with
Albion - Rev. Jack H. Smith I958- 1967, Rev. Owen J. Dice I968 -



HOLLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH

This Church which had its beginning in the early part of the
preseht century has a rather unique history. During the I89%90s & num-
ber of families from Italy came to the Hulberton and Holley area to
work in the stone quarries. They were Roman Catholics but apparent-
ly did not become strongly attached to the local Church. In I906 a
protesbant missionary from Chicago came to the vicinity to work a-
mong these people.

Elder JosephBerette was a member of an Itallan speaking Penta-
costal Church and was deeply concerned about the spiritual welfare
of immigrants who had come to America from his native land. He was
said to have been a prosperous business man who in later life d4did
this work as a labor of love. Older people in the area remember El-
der Berette as a kindly man with a long beard who usually carried a
big umbrella,xmx a lantern, and his Bible as he walked from house to
house calling on the people. He made most of his calls in the even=
ing when he would find the men home from work. He read and explained
vortions of the Bible to the adults and, never ignoring the children,
told them Bible stories and taught them little songs. Working in
this quiet way he aroused the interest of the people and soon had
a number of families studying the scriptures and worshiping God with
prayer and songs of praise. ElderBerette returned for a few years
to work for several months in this way and won a group of devout con-
verts to his evangelical protestant faith. One man became an espec-
ially keen student of the Bilble and persuasive speaker and took ov-
er the leadership of the congregation after ElderBerette left.

John F. Piledmonte served as pastor for many years. His first
task was to lead the congregation in bullding a chapel on land given
by the Piedmonte family. It was located on the wast side of the Hul-
berton Road a short distance south of:ithe Lynch.Road. The Pentacos-
tal Church continued to wprship there for many years. As the young
people of the Church attended public schools and spoke English every-
where except at home and in Church they began to lose interest in the
Italian services. The late Frank Piedemonte, son of the pastor, cwas
concerned about theid lack of interest so he organized a Young Peo-
ple's Society and led them in Bible study and worship in English and
in many worth while activities. Under his consecrated leadership at-
#endance and interest increased. At the same time some of the older
members were being removed by death and many of the others were be-
coming more accustomed to English so they asked that the services be
combined under hisleadership. Frank Piedmonte then became pastor and
carried on an active ministry while working at a full time job and
also studying a correspondence course from a Bible College. He de-
veloped leadership among others and a strong organization during the

years of his pastorate to prepare the Church to support a full time
minister.

The Church continued to grow and the chapel on Hulberton Road was
no longer adequate. They moved to Holley and held services in various
halls or vacant stores while making plans to build a larger edifice.
At about the same time they changed their affiliation to the General
Couneil of Assemblies of God and incorporated as the Hollev Assembly

of God Church. Trustees at this time were John L. Piedmonte and An-
drew P. Kulzer.

On September 26, I946 Andrew P. Kulzer deeded a building lot to



to the Church. It is located on the west side of North Main St.,
just south of the Holley Grade School. That fall they moved the
chapel to the south side of this lot and remodeled it to provide a
parsonage. The following spring they began work on their Church ed-
ifice which was not completed until I948. It was dedicated with ap-
propriate services to the use of the Church and the glory of God
that year. The bullding was constructed for the most part by the
willing hands of members of the Church and congregation, which re-
gquired more time but kept the cost down. During those years of
growth and accomplishment, Frank Pledmonte was still guiding the As-
sembly of God Church as pastor. Not long afterward he resipned as
pastor and went to Springfield, Mo. to study for a year at the Bible
College of the General Council of Assemblies of God in order to bet-
ter prepare himself for full time ministry. While there he support-
ed hls family by working as bookkeeper for the College. While serving
his first full time pastorate in Dansville, N. Y. Frank Piedmonte
gas called to his eternal home by the Lord he had served so faithful-
v.

With their new bullding the Holley Assembly of God Church seemed
to have ample space for worship, Sunday School and their many activi-
tles but congregations and Sunday Sehool enrollment continued to in-
creagse and by I960 they were bescoming overcrowded again. In IP62 an
addlition was bullt on the west end of the church. This provided a
new pulpit platform and baptistry so that pews could be placed the
entire length of the original sanctuary. Also included was a commodi-
ous study and office for the pastor and a new vestibule and stairway
to the enlarged basement. One large room takes up most of the new
rart of the basement which 1s used for meetings by the various organ-
izations of the Church and on Sundayvs, by the kindergarten Class. It
ls also used at present by the overcrowded public Primary School for
a kindergarten Class on school days. Also included is a small kitchen
used for Church fellowship suppers which are servedin the large new
room. The original basement has many class rooms for the well graded
Sunday School, nursery, properly equipped for the care of babies dur-
ing Church services, Sunday School or other meetings, and ample toi-
let facilities. The I962 building project included the redecoration
of the older part of the building and new pews in the sanctuary. With

the necessary added heating, lighting and plumbing, the project cost
over $30,000

The Holley Assembly of God has an edifice, beautiful in its sim-
plicity and fine workmanship, suitably arranged for worship, Christian
education and the many activities of the Church. The cost of operating
the local program, retiring building debts and support of the World
Wide Mission of the Church is met by the tithes of members and the
freewlll offerings of many nonmembegs who attend, Memorial gifts of
money pay for some extra needs. This fund is administered by the Of-
ficial Board and the names of donors and persons honored, inscribed on
small brass plates placed on a Memorial Plague. Membership is small, 40,
but attendance at 8unday services much larger. The sanctuary which

seats about 240, is often mearly filled and Sunday School attendance
averages about IO00.

This Church is affiliated with the General Council of Assemblies
of God whose headquarters are located in Springfield, Mo. It is loca-
ted in a western section of New York District. 3pecial emphasis of the
denomination 1is Salvation, Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Divine Healing,
and the Second Coming of Christ. The Assemblies of God operate a Pub-
lishing House &nd Central Bible College located in Springfield and
Evangel College also in that city. General Council sends out many



missionaries to Home and Foreign fields in their Worldwide Hission
program. The Districts of General Council maintain camps in rural
areas so that thelr young people can enjoy Christian camping. New
York District has tyo camps. Lake View Camp,operated by the western
sections of the district,is located by Lake Ontario on the east side
of County Line Road, partly on grounds which were once the summer
resort, Troutburg. Young people from the Holley Church attend this
Camp. A portion of the grounds are also set aside for family camping.

Organizations of Holley Assembly of God Church are: Women's Mis-
sionary Council, Girls Missionettes ( age I2 - I8), Girls Jr. Mission-
ettes ( age 8 - I2), young peoples socisty called, Christs Ambassadors,

Men's Fellowship , and Royal Rangers ( similar to Boy Scouts and under
the care of the M. F.J{

The Official Board of the Church in IS70 conzists of the pastor,
the Rev. Robert R. Vinscon, Secretary- David Piedmonte, Treasurer -
Carl Terry, Trustees - Cliff Cedar, Lester R. Weaver and Steven Pied-
monte. Supt. of the Sunday School is Cliff Cedar.

Fastors: the founder of the Church, Elder Joseph Berette, John F.
Piedmonte, Frank Piedmonte, Peter XKozak, Donald Landry, Charles Kel-
ler, Morris Williams, Scott Davis and Robert R. Vinson I969 -

Sunday Services are: Sunday School 9:45 a. m., Worship Service II
a. m. , Christ's Ambassadors 6:00 p. m. Evangelist Service 7:00 p. m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p. m. The Church also sponsors a Sun-
day morning Radio Program on Brockport Station W.A.D.D. at 8:30 - 9:00



ST. ROCCO'S R. C. CHURCH in HULBERTON

Father Martinelle was sent to Hulberton in I905 by Bishop Charles
Colton, D.D., of Buffalo Diocese, It was felt that a Church was
needed to minister to the people who had come to that vicinity from
Italy to work in the quarries. Father Martinelle found a suitable
site on the west side of Main St., south of the canal. He purchased
the land and a house just north of it for his own residence. He sup-
ervised the building of the sandstons church and finishing the ih-
terior for worship. Father Martinelle remained for about three years
to build up this Italian speaking parish and minister to the people.

Two or more priests whose names could not be found, served the
parish for short perilods after Rev. Martinelle left. In I9IO Father
Kirby was appointed to Hulberton Parish and served for two years. In
IS9I2, Father DeFillipi came from Italy to Hulberton on a 6-month visa.
He wished to continue to serve the the parish and applied for an ex-
tension of his visa. He engaged Pasquale Dilaura as his secretary
and served the Parlish with great consecration for five years. The
Bishop assigned him to a Church in Kensington, Pa. in I9I7. Soon af-
terward St. R8cco's was placed under the care of 5t. Mary's Parish.
Services were centinued by the Priest in Holley for some years but
later when transportation was easily availlable the Hulberton members
were expected to &ttend St. MaryAsih The bullding has beenkept clean
and in good repair by the Holley, and Mass celebrated in St. Rocco's
oceasionally.
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St. Peter's R. C. Church, Brockville

The Brockville schoolhouse, built about I840, was moved afew rods
west of the village and a new one built on the same site in I9II. There
wWere a number of Italian families in the area, some of whom walked two
miles to attend St. Rocco's Church but many did not do so. Father De
Fillipi, the Priest at St. Rocco's was concerned about these people. He
asked Bishop Colter to purchase the old school property from Oren Mans-
field, for use as a Church. When the Bishop complied, the Priest asked
hils secretary if he would undertake the task of converting the building
into a suitable place of worship. Pasguale Dilaura agreed to do so. He
worked all through the winter of I9I2-'13 as carpenter, plasterer and
painter. The Holley Presbyterian Church installed new pews that winter
and gave the others to St. Peter's. As they were too leng they had to be
shortened. Rinaldo DiValerioc and James Dilaura helped builld the altar.
Some on2 carved a lovely baptismal font frome limestone. The first ser-
vice in St. Peter's was held on Easter IOI3.

Father Defillipi served 3t. Peter's as part of Hulberton Parish un-
til I9I7. More land was bought and a parish hall was built back of the
church in I9I4. This was later used as a meeting place by the Fancher
American Legion Post. The names of two or three priests who served the
Parish for short pericds after Father DeFillipi, are not known. A faw
years later the Bishap placed the two Churches under the care of the
Friest at St. Mary's of Holley. About I930 fire broke out in the parish
hall and spread to the church yhich was so badly damaged that it was
torn down. 8t that time transportation was no longer a problem, so the
Blshop directed the members to attend St. Mary's Church. St. Peter's
Church at Brockville had served the Italian Catholic people of the vi-
cinity for about seventeen years and is still beloved in the memories of
a number of older people in 1§70,



