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HISTORY OF ORLE.N3 COUN CHURCHES
by

C Helen . Allen

Town of :urray

The Town of Murray is in a sense the oldest in Orleans County as
it was formed on Apr11 8, 1808. But at that time it was a part of
the extensive County of -enesee and was a large area, a section of
which later became Monroe County. Murray became a part of Orleans
when this County was erected by act of the New York State Legislature
on November II, 1824 and it was not until 1837 when Kendall was set
off that the present boundaries of the Torn of £urray were establIsh
ed. It is the center one of the three eastern towns which were a part
of t.e so called Hundred Thousand Acre Tract and were not opened up
for land sales as early as the rest of Orleans County which was a
part of the Holland Land Purchase.

The first settler came to Murray by way of the Ridge in 1809 and
built a cabin just inside the present east boundary of the Town. Oth
ers came soon afterward but settlement was not rapid for several
years. Most of the pioneers were religIous and began to hold meet
ings to worship od as soon as small settlements were started. The
Christian Church was the first to organIze In Murray but as it moved
to Clarendon after a few years the history of that Church is included
with those of that Town.

The earliest permanent relig.ious organization in Murray was the
Congregational Church of Sandy Creek, founded in 1819 which later be
came the First Presbyterian Church of Holley, a strong active Church
in 1970. Six years later the First Baptist Church of Hofley oran1zed
and this 145 year old Church is also active although with a different
Baptist affiliation than when founded. Later or%nizations brought
the number of nineteenth centur,r Churches to nine, one each of Presby
terian, Roman Catholic, Free Methodist and Episcopal, two M. . Socie
ties and three Baptist. Of these , six are now active, including the
Holley Methodist which carries on its ministry in the Disciples Metho
dist Church whose edifice is located in the Town of Clarendon. Three
churches were formed during the early years of the present century,
one of which is very active, the Assembly of G-od Church.

Sixteen Church edIfices were built in Murray, four of theni of fine
sandstone construction. Of these six are used in 1970 by active Dhur
ches. Four bOildinms were replaced by growing congregations. Two of
these were converted into apartment houses, one remodeled for use as
a parsonage and one torn down. Two buildings were torn down some years
after the Churches which built then] had disbanded, one was so badly
damaged by fire that it was torn down. One small meeting house reverted to the farm from which the site came, after it was abandoned. The
brick edifice outgrown by the Holley Methodists and St. Rocco’s sand
stone i;uilding in Hulberton are now unused but In good condition.



ulherton Methodist it’i scoal Church

Q The first Methodist n1scooal worship in the Town of ‘:urray was con
ducted in the home of Medad erry which was located about one mile east
of Scio, as the village of Hulberton was called at that time. This de
vout i1ethodist, known as lder Ferry, formed a class in 1822 which con
tinued to meet In his home for several years. About 1826, Joseph Budd,
a Methodist who had settled in the village, invited Methodist Preachers,
Hemingway and Wooster to establish a nreaching station there. Medad
‘erry and his Class joined the new groupmet in the village school house.

Vhcc-L
The combined Class was organized and incorporated on February 8, 1830

as the Methodist piscooal Church and Society of Scio. -t that meeting,
Joseph Budd, C-eorge Sire, I. H. S. Hulburt, Ezekiel Root and Joseph
Doolittle were elected as trustees and Hannibal Hitchcock as clerk. A
meeting house was built that same year on a site on the east side of the
village stre3tlwhich was donated by Joseph ‘3udd. As soon as the building
was enclosed, rough loose boards laid for a floor and rude benches built,
it was used for services. The members continued to use the building in
that condition for several years. The church was completed and more suit
ably furnished in 1836 at a total cost of 2,OOO. It was common practice
at that period for Churches to sell the pews to members as a means of
paving the cost of building. Joseph Budd purchased the first pew in the
newly completed church. The two-day auarterly District conference was
held at this church at about this time. Joseph Budd was said to have en
tertained sixty of the visiting brethren over night In his home. Most of
them had to sleep on the floor. One wonders how Mrs. Budd ever prepared
breakfast for so many, but perhaps other members took over that task.

The federal government established a Post Office In the village in
1835, naming It Hul1:erton in honor of I. H. 3. Hulbert, the leading bus
mess man in the village, as there was already a 3010 P. 0. in New York
State. The village and Church soon adopted that name.

The M. E. Church of Hulberton. when it was completed in 1836)had a
large seating capacity for the size of the buildin, as galleries were
built along the sides of the meeting room. A high pulpit reached by sev
eral steps was placed between the two entrance doors at the west end and
the choir loft was at the oniosite end. The congregation purchased a
bell for their Church in 1852, from Minieley & Sons Bell Co. of west Troy.
For many years it was rung at 6 a. m.,noon and 6 p. m. every week day and
for the worshio services on Sundays. The bell also tolled the age of all
who died in the ic1nity..Z-;Lyman Littlefield served as sexton and bell
ringer for many years, receiving 60 per year for punctually performing
his services every day.

In 1870 the church was remodeled and redecorated. Jalleries and high
pulpits had gone out of style by that date so they were torn,but. The
pulpit was placed on a low platform at the end of the room opposite the
entrance doors, in 1890 an addition was built on the east end of the
church to provide a social room and space for Sunday School classes.

A arsonage had been luilt by the Hulberton Church at an early date
and they nad a resident pastor who also served the Clarendon h. . Church
In 1870, however, this Church had increased in membership so that they
felt able to support a pastor alone and Conference assigned Huiherton a
full time pastor. ive years later Clarendon was again placed with Hul
berton as a two-point charge. Then in 1879 the Clarendon Methodists
built a parsonage and thereafter the pastor lIved in that community.
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In early days the men of the Hulberton Methodist Church, as in
most other Churches of that period, held all of the offices and made
decisions. The names of women appear only on the membership roll, al
though some of them probably taught children’ s Sunday School classes.
But times were gradually changing and in 1890, one woman is said to
have been appointed to the committee which planned the building of an
addition. Then in 1906 Mrs. George Salisbury organized the women of
the congregation into a Ladies Aid Society. Thereafter this society
took over most of the responsibility of keeping their meeting house
in good order. The ladies were also interested in missions and gave
money to support the world outreach of the Methodist Church. In 1910
the Ladies Aid Society decided that the church interior should be re
decorated and the sanctuary made more beautiful. Members enthusias
tically went to work and by serving suppers to the public, which in
cluded their own husbands and families, making needlework for sale
and in other ways raised the necessary money for the project. As a
pan of the renovation they had lovely memorial windows installed,
which added much to the worshipful atmosphere of the sanctuary. The
ladies also purchased a new piano and new commmflon service at this
time.

After the work was completed it was decided to have an Old Home
Day at Hulberton Methodist Ohurch. The pastor was the Rev. aeorge
Gardner, who helped plan an excellent program for the day which was
set for June 29, 1911. )!rs. Adelaide Westcott was asked to write a
history of the Church to be read that day. Many former members and
friends came back to worship and enjoy the Christian fellowship, pie
nic dinner and sharing of happy memories connected with the old Chur

O. ch. For more than thirty years this Hulberton Church continued to
provide worship services, religious education in the 3unday 3chool
and Christian fellowship for the comimmity. But membership ar4 finan
cial support declined as many of the older members were removed by
death and many of the younger generation went to live in cities or
larger villages. The Hulberton Church was joined with the Clarendon
M. L. Church as a pastoral charge during most of her existence but
about 1920 was transferred to the care of the pastor of the Kendall
Methodist congregation. When the Rev. Raymond Draffin closed his
work with the Kendall Hulberton charge in 1945, this Church ceased tohold reular services. The organization was kept up for a time with
the hope that the Church mi3ht be revived but this hope ins soon
given up. The Ladies Aid Society, however , was more enduring and is
still Active in 1970. Now called, The Hulberton Circle, the ladies
hold monthly meetings. Their offerings and money raised by Baked Foodsales goes to help sunport the Methodist Children’ s Home at Williams
ville. Present officers of the Circle are; Pres.- Mrs. Stanley Haight,
3ec. -Mrs. Hanford Phillips, Treas. l4rs. William Phillips.

After the Church closed the pews and stained glass windows were
given to a Church in Rochester. The fine bell which called the people
of Hulberton to worship for nearly a century after it was purchased in1852, now hangs in the belfry of St. Joseph’s R. C. Church, in Lyndonville. The Church building was given to the Methodist Church of Kendall with the understanding that they use lumber of anything theywanted from the building M would then clean up the ;round.s. In

O stead they sold the building to someone else and it later tecame theproperty of Murphy Lumber Oc • who used it for a time as a storage warehouse. As the building deteriorated it was also damaged by vandalismand stood for some for years as an eyesore to the great distress ofthose who had loved the house qf God and had tried to have it pronerly
taken down. ?inally in late 1909 it was taken down and the groundsproperly cleared.
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Pastors: Local Elder iedad Ferry; with Clarendon” Revs • Hilt May,
fleason Filmore, John Copelatd, Micah Seager, Amos Hard, Lea Abel, K.Preston, Israel Chamberlain, 3. Brakeman, 1eo. Wilkinson, John Wallace,
Stunner Smith, H. N. Ripley, S. H. Baker, 3. B. Ianckton, F. W. Conable,
John Kennard, S. A. Chapin, S. N. Hopkins, V. F. Richards, D. D.
Cook, Win. McGovern, !. N. Buck, Wm. Barrett, John I4cZwen, . W. 3wift,
S. C. Swartz, R. S. Robinson, A. A. Craw, S. B. Grimer, C. N. Patterson, A. Staples, W. Tuttle, A. H. Marriott, W. B. Robinson, 3. 0.Chamberlain, 5. frusie, C • R. Morrow, Geo. Gardner, ? 7; With KendallGeo. Heath, F. Bolander, F. Smith, S • P • Rowe; Students from Lima Seminary; Raymond Draftin with Kendall again, 1940 - 1945.

fl* *fl *41* *41*

Free Methodist Society of Hulberton

The Free Methodist Society was organized in Hulberton in 1874, bytwenty persons who witMrew from the membership of the Methodist Zflscopal Church because they felt that Church was departing from theteachings or John Wesley, founder of the Methodist ipisoopal Church.For about ten years the flee Methodists met for worship in the homesof members and in the Hulberton School house.

Di 1685 the members incorporated with Henry Roraback, Hannibal
Hitchcock, Henry Allen and Theodore Johnson as trustees. That yearthey erected a small meeting house on a lot deeded by IC. H. Phillipson the west side of Main St • south of the canals They organized a Sunday School and carried on an active Christian program for about 30years • It was always a small Church the membership still being only

O 20 in 1894. They were unable to support a pastor for regular servicessoon after the turn of the century but the members carried on the Sunday School a little while longer. After the Society disbanded and nolonger used their building it reverted to the Phillips property fretwhich the site came • It is still standing in 1970 and used as a tool• shed by William Phillips.

The Hulberton Fre-3 Methodist Church was under the care of the pastor of the Brockport Free Methodist Church. The names of pastors until1894 were; the Revs. Henry Hornsby, C. D. Brook, G.. V. Maroellus,William . Brown, 3. K. W. Ohesbrough, William H. Manning, C • V. Bacon,A. A. Burgess, H. S. Phillips, 0. C. Blowers, C. L. Wright, and T. L.Slocum.



FIRST BAPTI3T CHURCH, HOLLEY, NS YORK

O A few Baptist families had settled in the tow:Eurray near the
hamlet of Sandy Creek on the Ridge and the vicinity of Holley. They
held occasional worship services and at a meetiwc in the school house
in 2istrict number 4, about a mile north of Holley, on November 12,
1825 they decided to form a Chutch. A meeting was called for that ;ur
pose to be held two weeks latezat the same place. The youn pastor of
the Earre Baptist Church, fldex Arah irons, met with seventeen persons
on November 26, 1825 who subscribed to articles of faIth and a covenant
and oranized as a Baptist Church. These constituent members were John
Spra;we, Daniel Reed, Davis In-les, 3ilas !verts, Abel Beldin, Ezra
Hall, Joseph Reed and ten women, whose names were not given by the HI3
TCRI2AL ALizfli OF CRL&a18 00Ui’TY where this record is found. Three day
later the orsaniza.tion was reconized as a Baptist Church by a Council
of nezrby Baptist Churcltthich met wIth the members. flder Irono preac
occasionally to the proup during the following winter and in the :prin3of 1526 becme the pactor and held services regularly every two weeks.
Arah Irons had been licensed to preach some years earlier and on Novem
ber: 30, 1826 was ordained by the Holley Church whIch he continued to
serve for :oulor fIve yectrs, with services held in the Sprague schoolhouse where It was oranized1 or in the school house at Sandy Creek. Jur
ing part of that time Uder Irons was also pastor of the Baptist OhurchIn flnea. Under the pastoral care of Arah Irons the Church was i:florporated, January 20, 1830 as the flrst Saptist Church and 3ociety ofHolley.

The membership of the Church bad been increasing gradually and thenin the sprin; of 1831 a nreat revival was held in a large barn at Sandy
Creek and seventy members were added to this Church and at least as
many to the Presbyterian Church. The followin3 year, members who lived• near the western border of the town wished to ortçanize a Church oftheir own in that section. Accordin’ly, on Janutrz’ 24, 7832, the HolleyBaptist Church ranted letters of dismission to thirty-one members whothen orynized the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church. The loss of thosemembers did not weaken this stron; Church and at about the sana timethe 3ociety beean to make plans for building their own meeting houoe.Hiram Frisbie, Daniel and John Sprt3ue were appointed as a buildihg committee. The frame edIfice was erected in the northeastern part of thevifla;e at a coat of *3000. It was dedIcated on Kay 29, 1834.

The Holley Church had bean received into The Nia;ara Baptist Association in June 1826 but a feu years later withdraw and joined the Monroe BaptIst 3ssociatIon as dele3atss of the 3hurch could more easily attend meetins In nearby Moni’oe County. When the Baptist Churches ofOrleans County or’anized an Asociation at the Knowleville Church in1844, pastor and dele.ates from the Holley 3hurch were present and assisted in formIng the AssocIation of whIch the Ohurch wia a member forninety years. A parsonage was purchased in I858. xtensive remodelingand eri.arg.ent of the meetin house was be’tun in 1866 to accommodate the.rowin; membership and lane 3uudaS School. The work wa: completed thefollowing ye;r at a cost of wore than the ori3inal buildin3.

As the Church contInued to ;row during the next two decades, a loton 3eddes Street was curchased and an edifice of IZedina sandstone builtin 18SD at a cost of 313,000. At about the same tine Dr. J. 0. Wilsonbequethed a house and lot to the Church. The new atone edifice was dedicated on January 21, 1891. The Wilson house became available for use asa parsonass in Jtnuar 1894. The flrst Baptist Church of Holley had amembership of 225 and alar3e Sunday ‘3chool of which 7. N. Bishop was thesuperintendent at that date.
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The membership reported In 1894 probably included many nonresident
and incctive members who were dropped fror the roll durinj the next

Q, few years, for when the 3ev. D. 3. Herrell became pastor of the Holley
Church in 1905 a membership of about 150 was reported. During the 12
year pastorate of this conseorated and enerp,etic minister, attendance
at services, sivins for missions, interest in all Church prottrams and
winning of new members all increased.. However, at the close of his
period of service with the abizrch,memberzhip was still about ISO. The
answer seems to be that the membership was further primed of dead wood
durmn., those years, for in one year 44 ensures from the Church roll
were revorted. LtE the same time new members were bein3 continually
added, an orsanization called the 3ocial Union was formed to promote
Christian fellownhip among all members of the Church and congreation,
and the pastor started a mission in another part of the villare with
worship services for people who had not been attendlns any Church and
a .3widay School for the children. The tev. Herrell left the Holley
Church with an active consecrated membership and well oranizad pro
grams of Christian work.

The Holley Baptirits continued their vigorous Christian :rowth
and pro3rams for the next fifteen years and. more. Then the Baptist New
Iorld Movement CampaQn for funds to rreatly expand Home and ?orein
Missionary prorams was launched in 192Q,the Holley Cb,trch supported
the ctmpaign generously. Repair. and improvements werade to buildings
as needed and me&:erzht’ ‘rew as new members were aaied every year
until there were again well over 200 on the roll. In 1922 the Church
edifice was extensively repaired. The Holley Baptist Church celebrated

t her centennial in February 1926. The following summer the Baptists co

cj
operated with other Churches of the villacse in holdiw3 a Vacation 3ible
School which was attended by 150 children. This Union Vacation 3chool
was continued for a number of years.

In 1935 the pastor, the ev. %ichard Awustine became dissatisfied
with the 3imday School material tut out by the Northern Baptist Publi
cation Society and asked the Church to decide whether or not to remain
in the Northern 2aptist Conventionas he would not continue to serve
as pastor if they wished to remain. At that time the Holley Baptist
Church voted to withdraw from the N.B.C. and the Orleans Baptist As
sociation. ?or some year: after that date iztformation regarding the
Hollay Ch-,.zrch was not so easily accessible but the members carried onan active vroram of reli’ç±ous services and projects.

Under the leadership of the 3ev. Rocer S. Seibert who aan his
pastort.te in 1960,extenaive remodelin3 bf the interior of tho eli
f ice was started in 1964. A service of dedication for the remodeled
Church was held on 3undav November 28, 1965 with the 3ev. James Bedford, D. 1). Presidsnt of hffalo Bible Inst1ute, preachin” the dedic
tory sermon and several pastors from other communities assistin, in the
service. The cost of the alterations had been i45, 000 and had been
entirely paid at that time • The work had included a considerable an
larisement of the basement and more space for Sunday 3cbool classes. New
floor coverings have more recently been installed. Last summer an old
school bus was purchased, put into ood operatin; condition and used to
pick up children outside of the village whose varento are not interestsd
in Church and brinçin- them in for 3unday Schobl. During the six months
of operation ending December 3!, 1968 more than 4000 rides were provided
for these chIldren. It is now planned to purchase a second bus.

The Baptist Church of Holley is affiliated with the mpirs State As
socistion of Re”,ular !3aptists and the general Association of tegu3.ar



Baptists. The Holley Church maintains Sunday mornin and evening war

O
ship senives, unday School sessions tnd. youth meetings, midweek
Prayer and Bible 3tudy meetin3s. Also week day reliious instruction
is 3ivefl children durins the school year and Vacation Bible School held
in the summer. Vouzyc people attend Summer Bible Oamp at Machias. Or
ganizations are the Lawrence Yellowship Class for woren which handle?
missionary programs tnd. intonation, Pioneer Girls and. the Boys’ Pri
;ade. Present rnember:hi i3 aout 240 on the roll, (95 ‘actIve) Sunday
3chool ersoilment 150.

January I, 1969 Officers : Deacons- Rev. L. B. greaser, Theodore
fleth Sr., David Fleth, Norman Wheeler, John Seibert, Richard Patrick;
Trustees - Paul Reid, James keene, Keraeth Baehr, Terry Royw, Richard
Davis, David Barnett; Recording Secretary - Mrs. Russell VanDerLinden;
flerk - Mrs. Kenneth Baehr; Financial Sec. Mrs. Louis Assennato; Tress.
Orren S. Van OMen; Sunday School Supt. - Richard Patrick; Orçanists-
Mrs. L. B. Greaser, Mrs. Roçer Z. Seibert.

Pc..stors 1826 - 1932 - The Revs. Arah Irons, Zenas Case, 3. E. flirIde
Martin Coleman, Alfred Handy, Hobart Leavenworth, S. A. Estee, Franklin
WooIard, Charles Clutz, Mr. Bailey, V. 3. flark, Alfred Handy, Eleazer
Savage, S. Hill, Sacuel CJilbert, R. C. Palmer, Ira Bennett, G. V.
Divoll, B. V. Ro5ers, K. P. Forbes, ‘S. Thmbar, L. A. Gould, D. ). Brown,
A. D. Abrams, C. H. harrinston, Joseph Vaston , D. C. Herrell 1905 -

1917, F. N. Taft, ‘18 - ‘23, 0. £. Bishop ‘23 - ‘25, N. E. Cheney ‘25,
Kenneth Clark ‘26 - ‘27, 3. P. 7ilson ‘27 - t32.

fsstors since 1933 Revs.Richard Au-ustIne ‘33- ‘37, 3ison Parker,
Pfaff, L. B. Greaser 1946 - 1960 ao’sr 1. Seibert !“60 June 1969.

Suppfles July 1969 - Feb. 1970. Carlon airpenteitaroh 1910 -
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GAINES AND ,U5’Y 3PTI3T CHUC!-i

The Gaines and Murray Baptist Church was organized on January 31,
\‘ 1832, as a so called Baptist Conference. The Holley Baptist Church,

which had organized about six years earlier, drew its membership from
a lar&ze area. Members who lived in the vicinity of Balcom. Mills had
renuested letters of dismission in order to form a Church of their own.
The Holley Church met at the home of Alanson Mansfield, near Balcom’s
Mills on January 24, to consIder the matter. After careful discussion
of the advisability of the action, the Church voted to grant letters of
dimission to the 31 members who had made the request. One week later
these people met at the local school house, adopted articles of faith,
a Church covenant and. organized as a conference. They also requested
that a Council of sister Churches be formed to recognize the conference
as a Church, accordinrç to Baptist practice.

The Council of Churches convened at the school house on February
2q and reco8izd the conference as a properly constituted Baptist
Church. As some of the members lived in the Town of Gaines , the name
decided on was the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church. Alanson Mansfield
and Salmon Dibble were chosen as deacons and Abner Balcom as clerk. Tak
ing part in the service of Recognition which followed the business meet
ing, were the Rev. Arah Irons, former pastor of the Holley Church, at
this date pastor of the Albion Church and the ?evs. Coleman and Davis.

The new Church held services in nearby school houses whenever a
minister could be secured to preach for them for some months. In .June
of the same year they were received Into the Niagara Baptist Associa
tion and on August 14 the Rev. Charles Randall became their first
pastor ani regular services were held. After serving for one year he
was followed by 3. Stiliwell, a young minister not yet ordained who la
bored so devotedly among the people that 42 new members were added dur
ing his one year Tastorate.

As a result of the growth of the Church the members began to plan
to build a meeting house. On December 31, 1854 they legally incorpor
ated as the Gaines and Murray Baptist Church and 3ociety. The trustees
elected at that time were Sherman Dibble, Salmon Dibble, Oliver Vanklrk1
Josiah Lamont and Abner Balcom. Property was acquired on the Murray
side of the Transit Line Road, on the north side of an intersecting
east and west road. The following year the frame church was erected,
facjn south on the cross road. From the location of the property, next
to the Transit, the Church was often called the Transit Church and the
cross road known as the Transit Church Road. In 1838 the Society pur
chased a house on the Transit Church Road in Gaines for use as a par
sonage. The Church withdrew from Niagara Association In 1844 when the
Orleans %aptist Association was organized in order tounite with the
new body. It is quIte remarkable that th Gaines and Murray Church in
creased in membershio, acquired prooerty, maintained regular servlces
and carried on an active rroram, including a growing Sunday School
started at an early date1 ding the first 19 years of her life in spite
of the fact that in that period she was served by 15 different pastors
and was often without any pastoral leadership. Those early Church mem
bers must indeed have been consecrated Christians.

I8I, David Moore Jr., a member of the Church ‘was invited to cx
ercise hIs gifts”. After preaching for one year he was ordained as a
minister on June O, 1852 and settled as pastor. During the next three
years under his care)69 were added to the Church. There followed a time
of many pulpit sunplies until the Rev. I. Cheesbrough became pastor in
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July x858. During his four year pastorate the church was repaired and
improved .at a cost of 41,000. The Church was fortunate when h*losed

O his pastorate in 1862 , to immediately engage the Rev. O.LA. Spinning
who served for seven years • He was followed by the Rev • . Holroyd who
remained for four years. During that period of stable leadership the
Church and Sunday School continued to grow, the meeting house was kept
in repair and improved and the small parsonage greatly enlarged by the
building of a two-story addition. The next minister served for two
years.

The early history of the Gaines and Murray Church is given with
considerable detail by the HISTORICAL ALBUM OF ORLEANS COUNTY. When
that history was published in 1879 the Church bad a membership of 147
and was under the pastoral care of the Rev. G. C • Walker who came in
1875. The Sunday 3chool had an enrollment of 106 with II teachers and
Deacon A. L. Dibble was the superintefrient.

S few years later a small addition was built on the church. The
property was kept in good repair and the organization montinued strong
and. active during the remainder of the century although the membership
decreased somewhat • The begirming of the twentieth century found the
Church with a membership of about 100, Sunday School enrollment of 120
and a Young People’ s Society of about 50 members • Pastors who served
from 1879 until 1900 were the Revs. G. 0. Walker, F. A. Vanderburg, H.
H. Emmett, t. B. Cornefl, V. P. Decker, W. T. Hughes andG.R. Sohlauch.

For about twenty years of the new century the Church was strong and
active especially during the U year pastorate of the Rev. F. S. Sands
which was ended in February 1917 by his death. The women of the ChurchC were very active in their Missionary society and the Young People’s So
ciety was strong and brought msny into the Church. The 3unday 3chool en
rollment was large and children from communities where there were no
Churches were brought to the Sunday School for a number of years. In
1916 Church membership was again well above ZOO • The Church edifice wasredecorated from time to time and kent in repair. An Acre of land had
been purchased in 1907 directly across the road from the church and in1909 a new parsonage was built at this convenient location.

About 1920 dissension entered the Church and many who had long beenactive withdrew and membership dropped to 39. However, the Sunday Schoolattendance did not decrease as much. The Vacation Bible School was heldfor the children and many evanselistic and missionary services held. Forajfew years membership gradually increased again but there were not enoughcontributors to support a pastor. For a time the deacons and deaconessesconducted services and in 1930 retired minister 0. It Newman of 3*stGaines supplied the pulpit for several months but before the close ofthat year services were finally discontinued.

The Transit Grange voted on Dec. 3, 1932 to buy the unused Transitchurchitor :3200. On Dec. 15, the Gnnge held their first meeting intheir newly purchased Grange Hall. The parsonage was sold by the Churchas a private home • Then Transit Grange became too wefltto maintain thebuilding they sold the old church in 1958 to be toni down for the lumber.deavy oeams which could not be moved and debris were burned by the Hu2aertO1Fire Co. in the summer of 1960. The grounds were then graded and seededfl for lawn and deeded to the adjointnjcc Cemetery.
Pastors 1900 - I00 :the ins. G.D. Holcomb, W.T. Taylor, 7. 3. SandsJames Shaw, T. F. RutJ.er, H. N. Wahl, K. S. Scriber, Martha Filson,the deacons at various times and OJt Newman Aug.1929 - Dec. 1930.
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‘IR3T LIITHODI3T CHURCH OF HOLLY

People of 1ethodIst persuasion in the vicinity of Halley were
evidently planning on estahlihing a Methodist izcopal Church In
1854. HIram Frisbie and wife deeded the lot on which this Halley
Church now stands, to Samuel Ayers, Norman Brainrd, John Crason,
Stephen nan and Joel Hunter as Trustees. The deed was dated and
recorded in Orleans County Clerk’s offi.we in 1834. There are, how
ever, no records of a Church being orçanized at that time. There Is
a tradition that a few years later, timber for a Church building was
cut and fitted on the farm of John Lake. In some way this was de
stroyed by fire and there seems to have been no other attempt to
build for more than three decades.

A Methodist Class had been formed in thi vicinity some time be—
lore 1842, for the original record book for that year and the next
is still in existence, This book shows a class of forty members with
I. 3anford as leader the first year and R. Huff the iext year. It Is
not probable that forty people would have been ready to have started
an M. E. Class all t once. No doubt the circuit riders of N. E.
Rideway Circuit had established a preaching station in this vicinitv
as in so many other settlements in Orleans County3 and gradually built
up a class of this number. There are no other records of the class.

In 1869, the Rev. 0. 0. Cook, pastor of the Clarendon Iethodist
Ep1sopal Church, began holdinz services in Halley in the Presbyter
Ian church. In ‘Jfew weeks the people decided to organize a Methodist
Church and build a meetin- house. It was decided at a meeting on May

S II, 1869 to secure the old lot whIh had reverted to Mr. Friesbie. A
building committee wss appointed and plans made at once to raise mon
ey for a substantial brick building. The cornerstone was laid with
appro-’riate cerevonies on July 2’), with ev eager officiatin

The Halls Church wa made a part of tne Clarendon chars and ev
Cook was replaced by Rev. . M. Buck by Conference that year. Rev.
Buck gave mh time and encouragement to the Halley Church in their
building project and the brick edifice was completed and dedicated on
Anril 27, 1870. As soon as plans for building had been made the Lad
ies Aid Society was organized to raise money for carpeting and other
furnishings. The church was built at a cost of I2,0OO and at the ded
ication service the entire building debt of 7,0O0 was met by gifts
and rledges. In addition to the furnishings they had purchased, the
Ladies Aid Society pledged I,00O, which they paid In four years.

The officers of that first Ladies Aid Society which did so much to
help build and furnish the Church were, President- S-ertrude Yarwell,
Vice. Pres. - Harriet Marsh, Sec. - Mary Hatch, Treas. - Helen Huff.
The cushions Ior the DewS were made by Mrs. Farwell, mrs. Taylor and
Mrs. Marsh. The latter, who was the only one in the society who owned
a sewing machine, did all of the stitching. A Sunday School with 70
members was oranized the Sunday following the ‘dedication.

The young Church grew rapidly and within fIve years the membership
reached 100 and Conference made Halley Methodist piscoral Church an

Q Independent charge with their own pastor, the Rev. W. 0. Peet. This
was in 1875. More than half a century later, In 1831, Halley and Giar
endon were placed under the care of one pastor.

At the time their building was erected, it’s excellent location,
facing the public souare from the north end, presented the idea of an-
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stalling a tower clock. Circular openings were left for clock faces
but were filled in with matched boards and the project deferred for
a time. Twenty years later a few citizens started to raise money
for a clock and soon the entire village was working enthusiastically
to place a clock in the MethodIst Church tower. All sorts of fund
raising affairs, including “The Business Carnival11 sponsored by the
business men of Holley and individual gifts brouht in the necessary
money. At the same time members of the Church were zervinz suners
to raise money to buy a bell. Then at a meeting of citizens of the
village, a committee was chosen to prchase both clock and bell. On
this committee were J. H. Ruggles, H. C. Lockwood, C. C. Hayden, T.
D. Matson and Seorge A. Lee. After careful investigatIon they ee
lected a McShane hell weighing over 1,000 pounds at I80 and a

Seth Thomas tower clock at 5I2. One wonders how much a clock and
hell of equal value would cost in I9TO The villae was given a 99
year lease of the tower In return for agreeing to keep the clock in
repair and the dial room f the tower lighted so that one of the
four faces could be seen from any cuarter of the village. The bell
and clock were put In lace in 1895.

The first musical instrument was a melodeon. It was replaced by
a reed organ which was used until 1899 when a fine pipeorgan was in
stalled in a annex built to provide the needed snace, all at a cost

of of I500. The Hofley Methodist Church was noted at an early date
for their fine choir led by Pruce AtkinB. Besides large congregations
at morning services, the church was said to be crowded on Sunday ev
enings because of the good singing and the excellent preaching of the
pastors.

0 During the passing years the building was kept in repair and im
proved. The original roof was replaced by slate and the interior
refurbished and walls frescoed in 1889. Then the interior was again
redecorated in 1915 an electrolier, given by the xcelsior Class, in
stalled. sight years later the building was extensively repaired
and new pews placed. A new roof was put on the parsonage In 1934 and
the church roof repaired.

When Conference first appointed a resident pastor to the Holley
Church, a house was rented for his use, After a few pears a house
was purchased and used as a parsonage for nearly 40 years. In 1920,
through the generosity of Mrs. W. H. Westcott, the Church accuired
her beautiful home on Albion St. and sold the old parsonage. This
house was used by pastors for more than forty years but was too
large and expensive to keep up. In 1962 the Trustees sold it and
purchased a smaller house at 33 ast Albion St. which is the present
carsonage.

The origins.l stained glass windows were in bad condition by 1939
and were replaced by beautiful memorial windows given in memory of

Mr. and Mrs. red T. Potter, . Milford Salisbury, Florence Farwell
Milliman, 9ev. and rs. Lorren Stiles, Anna L. Potter, One, to the
S-lord of od in honor of Rev R. ?Isden rrinister in 1939 lso
three were given by the corsre- t]on, one In memory of Rev 0 0
Cook and the pioneers who founded the Church, another in tnemory of

(\ Mr. and irs. W. H. Westcott and the third was lettered “ Sift of the
Congregation, IO3 11 few veers later the ‘rose window” In the hal
cony was given in e -ory of Rev Fenry Clar human by his son.

A period of spiritual and numerical growth of the Holley l1ethodist
Church began during the nIne year rastorate of the Rev. Lorren Stiles



who came in 1915. Attendance at Church services and Sunday School
Increased and the Eoworth became more active. More pembers became ac
tively Involved In the work of all organizations of the Church and an
excellent choir was again built up with Miss May . Totter organist
and and choir director. This period of growth continued for about
twenty years.

The Ladies Aid Society referred to earlier continued for many years
to help support the Church and improve the buIlding. 1902 a Woman’s
‘oreign Missionary Society was formed under the encouragement of the
pastor’s wIfe, Mrs. Charles M. Buck. The women studied the missionary
work of the Methodist Church at large, and had many missionaries and
native converts from foreign lands as speakers at meetings. They made
generous contributions themselves and encouraged givin to the suort
of world wide Methodist Missions by the other members of the Dhurch.
In 1C40 the women of the Hollev Church conformed to the plans suggested
by S.eneral Conference and united their old societies into the new o
man’s Society of Christian Service, and have continued their work in
the local Church and In Ho:me and orein Mission Fields.

On January 28, 1945 fIre threatened to destroy the Holley 1. E.
edifice. Quick, effective action by the firemen confined the fire to a
small area and soon extinuished It. But smoke and water damage was
extensive. At the recuest of the trustees, the oastor, the Rev. David
R. Xlingler, became executive member of the redecoratin committee. He
very ably directed the work and just five weeks after necessary repairs
were completed by carpeiters thehuilding was again ready for use. Mr.
KlIn’sler did much of the painting himself and was aided by other volun
teers. During repairs to the Sunday School rooms anew block ceiling and
new lIht fixtures were installed. Damage to the organ caused great
concern but the man who had installed it fl 1899 was engaged. to repaIr
it and did an excellent job. In July of that same year the steeple was
struck by lightnIng. ihile the damage was being renaired by steeple-
jacks they also straightened the weather vane and made other improve
ments. While their church was closed on account of the fire the Episcopal Church invited the Methodists to worship In in their building.

The 75th anniversary of the bujldins of the Church edifice was cel
ebrated on Ndvemher 10 and. II, 1Q45 and a service of dedication of the
redecoration and improvements made earlier that year was held during
that celebration.

About 1950 membership and. attendance at services began to decrease
and as a result financial difficulties increased. The members did man
age to keep the property in repair. The Sunday evening service was dis
continued and the former number of mid-week Lenten services was cut
down. In 1964 the piie organ was again in need of cleaning and repair.

It was restored to like new condition. The tower clock, after sixty
years oI keening time for Hollev folk etoalDed in 1956 because of accum
ulated dirt and rust. Investigation disclosed that a repair job on the
clock by an outside firm would cost double the purchase price of the
clock and the money was not available. After a time Holley jeweler andwatch repair Tian, WillIam H. Rayburn, offered to undertake the task aa la1-or of love. For two years he spent his spare time dismantleing,
cleaning, nolishing and reassembling the parts and adjusting the works.The well made old clock resnonded to his efforts by operating perfectly.

There have of course always been consecrated laymen who have servedthe Church and community well in times of declining membership and alsoIn periods when the Church was flourishing. A few who have served in



various offices or long periods during the life of the Dhuroh have
been: Ira dwards, Harrison Webster, H. C. Lockwood, Lewis Bartlett,
George Ross, E. N. Salisbury, Mark Heath and organist, May . Potter.
The Sunday School has always provided Chrietian Instruction for child
ren and even In 1954 when the Church was at low ebb, ninety children
were being given released time week day religious education.

For some years prior to 1965 the Clarendon and olley Churches
which had been served by one pastor since 1951, had had student pas
tors who in søite of their consecration could devote little time to
either Church. Membership in both declined still more. There was
some talk of uniting the two Churches and also a sucç gestion of a
merger with’ the Holley Presbyterian Church. Then after the two Meth
odist Churches had been without any pastor, Conference assigned the
Rev. Donald K. 0o’urn to the Charge in February 1965.

Under the leadershin of this young energetic and dedicated oastor
the downward trend in membership was reversed and interest and atten
dance Increased. This caused problems in lack of Sunday School space
and parking area. During 1966 Rev. Coburn led the Churches in again
exploring the advantages of mergin. In October Ic66 the two Churches
voted to merge and form a new Church incorporated as Disciples eth
c-diet Church and the Hollev Methodist Church went out of existence.

The word gpizccpal’ had been drorped Irom their name in 1959, as
it was from other Methodist Churches. Since 1963 the Holley Church
had been In the new’y foried Batavia Oistrict of Western 1!ew York Con
eerence.

0 Cficers in T06 were: Chmn Bd of Trustees- Graydon McCarty, Financ.
Sec.- Mrs-.Clark Knapp Jr.,Treas.CUr.ExpMrs. Bruce Maxon, Benev.- Mrs.
Bruce Rodwell, Recording Stew. - Mrs. B. Howard, Lay Leader- Ralph Smith
W3CS Pres. — Mrs. B. Rodwell, 5. 3. 3unt.- Mrs. Robert Vincent . CombIne
H.& C.VYF Pres.— Joyce Ashbery, Adult Advisers- Mr. & mrs. Royce Root.

Pastors: D.D. Cook 1869, . N. Buck I859-7O, Wm. arrett & 0. 3.
Sparrow-1870-’fI, G. N. Terry 1871-’72, H. C. Noods 1872_t75, Holley
alone , Wilbor 0. Peet I875*’76, H. F. Osborne 1876-’78, L. 3. Atkins
1878—’80, Nm. Ar;istrong 1880-1882, N. R. Hamer I882’85(4 months) F. .

Trippet 1883—’84, R. W. Copeland I884—’7, W. P. Pickard 1887-’89, W.B.
wagoner 1889—’%O, . N. Hemenway I9O-’93, i. N. Snodgrass 1693-’%5,
D. N. Gates I895—’97, H. B. Mason 1897—1900, 0. B. uck I900’D4, 1-. P.
Sewers I%04—’09, 0. A. Lawrence I’09—’ 12, Joseph Morrow I%12_T IS, Lorren
Stiles I%15-’24, N. L. Deighton 1924-’25, . S. Peacom I%25—’26, .. N.
Middleton 1926—’31, Mith Clarendon again, B. 0. 3haw 1931-’54, J. H.
3andmever I%34-’37, Lee . Vaughn I%57’38, R. .. glsdenJr. I%58_t41,
0. B. KlIngler I9LI-’45, a. C. Hutchinson Iç45-48, Paul H. Franke 1948-
1952, A. H. Shott 1952—’55, ruce 0. Rahtjen 1955—’58, B. U. Lamert
1958-1962, C. L. evnolds I62-I%64, Douglas C:arner 1964 June -Nov.
Donald K. Coburn eb.I65- i%6q
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ZIW bTIST OHLRCH

The MuTra.r a•-st urca was oranized liv the Rev. William Tay
lor, as the Tree Will Paptist Church and 3ocisty of Sandy Creek, on
March 21,1875. The fifty-five charter members met for that purpose
at the school house in the villaçe and continued to hold services
there for two rear’- with the Rev. Taylor serving as their first pastor.

Sandy Creek was he first hamlet to row in the To: of urrov and
WOC so named because the homes of those early settlers were built
lona the Ride at the :ooint where the east and west branches of Sandy
Creek joined. When the federal ovsrriient established a Post Off1e
there the-r named it,Murrav, but the tionser name for the abcs contin
ued to be used for mona rers.

.bout a ear after the ociety was oranized the members. bean to
plan to build a meetins house of their own. The white frame huildin
was erected on the north side of the Tidfe Road and. completed so that
the dedication service was held on Mãa 2, 1877. The Rev. Crandall of
Tairport preached the dedicatory sermon and the Church choir san nra
ises to Cod. Some of the descendants of those choir members are still
active in the community. The Church was received into Rochester Tree
Will Baptist Conference at a meetin held at Worth Ps-rma, in June 1877.
The first deacons of the Church were Milton L. Sorer and Norman Pier.
Deacon Soper also nerved as clerk and treasurer. fundsy School was
soon established with Saruel like as superintendent.

ifl June 1888 the Church was reoranized under the leadership of the
Rev. Whichsr, who was affectionately known as UTather Whicher . At this
ti ‘lso ti-is u l1a— re’-oeled 3irce the be” taaz Dstroh
had always been served on a rart time basis ‘cv some of the nastors of
the numerous Tree Will Baptist Churches in Monroe County. About 1890
the Rev. . W. Hallaby became the first resident pastor. Durin hs
pastorate all debts were paid and the members jo’fullv held a Mortane
burnin ceremony. A constitution for the Church was adopted in 1894.

A rarsona se was bu±lt next to the church on the east in I’ as it
was often difficult to rent a convenientlr located house for the pastor.

Dunn- the first decade of the twentieth centurT the once vi sorous
Free Will Bartist Denomination bean to decline. Monroe Conference
disb:snded. Soon afterword, the Orleans Association of Northern Baptist
Churcnes anvjae the ‘roe Tall pata t Cnurchss ihicn stall reined
as the County to join their fellowshin. The Wurrar Church accepted the
invitation and was received into the Orleans Baptist Association on
June 12, 1913. At this time the words rtrree Will” were drorned from
the name and the Church became known as the Nurray Baptist Church. The
annual meetins of the Association was twice held in the Murray Church,
in 1921 and II.

n endowment fund was set un in memory of Zimri and Harriet M. Per
rio, by a gift from their dauahter, Mrs. Lulu Carton in 1918. Soon
aftor rrd mn lmprov3-”ents to the ualdar- ere made an an I94 staas
ed lss windows were installed. Thea were dedicated on :iuust 13. at
at a service at which the ev. Joseph Kettle of •3nencersort WOS the
speaker. Rev. Kettle was the con of an early pastor of the Murray
Church and. ome sars later he served the Church for a short seriod.

Ixtensive rerars and. imrrovements were made to the church and pr
sonae iii 1931, the work bein finenced by fund raisinc efforts of the
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Ladles Aid Society. Tn 1935, dunn; the pastorate of the Rev. W. A.
,. Lafferty, the sixtieth anlversary of the folmdin3 of the Church was
U observed. The nine year ministry of Rev. lafferty was the lon3est in

the history of the Church untIl the present mlnist3r, the Rev. Hiram
Chapman betan his pastorate in 1950. Then the seventy-fifth anniver
sary wSs celebrated a brief historical sketch paying tribute to the
work of the founders of the Church and to early members and pastors
was printed in the Church bulletin.

Since 1950 much has been done to improve the Church property. A
new orzan was installed some time ago and more recently new carpet and
chancil furniture purchased. Memorial gifts have also added many ap
pointments to enhance the beauty and dignity of the sanctuary . DurIng
1c66 extensive repairs were made to the steple and amplified chimes
instc.lled. That same year the parsonage was painted and remodeled at
a cost of 31003 for materials. The work was done by volunteera, the
estimated value of the labor being at least 32000.

The present 2astor, the Rev. Hiret Carpenter, althou.3h he Is also
pastor of the Congregational Church of flarkson, devotes much time to
the work at Murray and effectively leads the people in worshiping God
and followinz the teachIngs of Ohrist in theIr daily lIves. There is
a fine youth choir under the direction of Eleanor Andem of Rochester,
who is also the or3anist. One of the young people, Terry G.incj, a tal
ented musician, is assistant organist. The Sund%y worship service at
11:15 a. m., 3unday School at 10 a. m. Midweek prayer services on
Wednesday evenIngs are held in homes of rnemberz. The Ladies Aid Soci
ety holds meetings on the first Thunday of each month. )urin the ftll
and winter fellowship suppers are held each month. Lenton rences and
some other special meetings are held jointly with the Clarkson Church.
Murray Baptist Church is a member of Niaan Eaptist Association of the
American .ptist Convention.

1966 Officers: Clerk- Mrs. Guy Dusset Jr.; Treasurer - James i.
Gig; Diaconate - Iairch Walters, Ohm., Ralph Skilliwjton, 3. C. Welch,
Robert Love, fl’s. 3eore Herring Si’, Mrs. 3. 3. Welch, Mrs. James
Hubbard; Trustees - Roy EMehbrook, Chin., Guy Dusett Jr., Yale flls
worth, •]range Skilligton, Clifford Dunn; Pulpit Corn. - Mrs. 3. £. fln3,
Mrs. Robert Love, Mrs. Ralph &cillin;ton; S. S. Supt. - Mrs. idward
Reacer; Ladies Aid Society Pres. - Mrs. Qevrge Herrn Sr.

Pastors: the Revs. Willian Taylor, Orrln Wildey, Joseph Kettle,
Isaac Hyatt, 0. K. Akeley, t. C. Pimlott, H. V. Thicher, 3. Tanner,
t. V. nilaby, B. Ic. Tanner, 1. .i. Phillips, 0. R. Nswrnan, Bxtmley,
Szrd, 3. G. 3tanley, V. 3. &Ith, A. D. Walker, 0. R. Newman, R. B.
Deer, 3. H. Carpenter, S. J. Millet, A. 3. P.rker, Jonald L.ne,
Dona..a •-m, Robert Lsitz, V. A. lafert” Ic29 - IVj8, . B. Rich—
ard1’Gorf.c.n Deer, Joseph B. Kettle, flsB fleanor Aniem, Lfl;in Brown,
Dr. 3. R. Brinton,Uoyd Parker, William IrIsh, James Hunter, Hiram
Chapman 1950-

‘St
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ST. PAUL’S PISC0PAL CHUACH, HOLLEY, N. Y.

t St. Paul’s Etiscopal Church in Halley bean as a Mission under the
care of the Rev. Jar:ies A. Skinner, rector of St. Luke’s Eoiscoal
Church in rockiort. Previous efforts had been made over a ceriod of
thirty years to establish a Church in Holley but without success until
1890.

The Rev. Dr. W. B. Edson, pastor of the Broekport Eoiscocal Dhurch
began holdin services in Halley in 1860 and continued for about two
years. 0urin that eriod, several people from the Halley conrega
tion were confirmed as members of St. Luke’s. Then !)r. dson closed
his work in :rocknort, the Halley services were dropped. About ten
years later ishon Coxe came to Halley to encourage the establishment
of an Episcopal Mission. The -.ishop officiated at a service at the
Presbyterian Church, called for that purnose but not enough interest
was shown to carry out the nroject.

Again in 1882, the rector of St. Luke’s, C. T. Seift 0. D. at that
time, honing to extend Eiscopal worshn to Hollev, held services in
MoCargo’s Hall for several months. He discussed plans for building a
chapel and a subscrintlon paper was circulated to raise funds but a
ain lack of interest caused the effort to be dropned.

The Rev. James A. Skinner, who had succeeded Dr. 3elft at St.
Luke’s came to cal]kn the Episcopalians in Halley in September, 1890.
He found that more members of that faith had moved to the vicinity and
there was considerable interest in haLi regular services of worship.
:.ev. 3kinner conducted the first service in the Presbyterian Church
on Se’otember 2$ and so much interest was shown that it was decided to
organize a Mission. The A.0.U.W. Hall was hired as a temporary meet
ing place and Rev. Skinner, every Sunday afternoon, held services there.
During the following months fund3 were raised and nroperty on the cor
ner of Main and Jackson Streets; was purchased from E. H. Cook for t25O0.
The house was remodeled for services by the removal of partitions and
the Mission’s home was ready for use on Sunday Anril 19, 1891.

Earlier that year, on January 25, 3ishon Coxe had come to Halley and
confirmed a class of 25 nersons. That service was held in the Methodist
Church. The Mission continued to grow and in August 18°3 the Mev. G.
Sherman Burrows was appointed as the first resident pastor. flans then
were made for building a Church edifice. As a first step the Mission
was incorporated as St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish of Halley. The name was
suggested by Bishop Coxe in memory of the first confirmation which took
place on St. Paul’s Day. Officers elected at the time of incorporation
were; Iardens - Edwin Bliss and Charles C. Hayden; Vestr men - John
Downs, Chas. . Chase, Ceorge N. Bowman, Byard Clough, im. P. uacken
bush, Dr. F. B. Storer and lames W. Rohb.

ilans for the church were drawn and donated to the Parish, by Archi
tect Addison Forbes, of Rochester. around was broken for the building
on June 19, 1894 and the cornerstone laid July 28. The Cuild room was
ready for :in mid-December and services were held there for a few weeks
until the building was completed, the first service in the sanctuary be
ing held on January 20, I95.

The beautiful little church of Medina sandstone was consecrated on
January I, 1895 by the Rt. Rev. Arthur C. Coxe. 0. 0., Bishop of the
diocese, assisted by the Revs. Henry Austice,0.D. , W. C. Hubbard, L. C.
Washburn, and J. H. Dennis of Rochester, and H. 3. 5-atley of Midilepott.



The house which had been used as the NisSion chapel, now became the
rectory.

According to an historical sketch of St. paul’s by Rector Thomas
A. Duck, written soon after the turn of the century, it was the inter
est of some summer residents of the vicinity which helped to start the
Episcopal Mission in Holley. Also their generous gifts made possible
the building of a more costly edifIce than could otherwise have been
erected. These ladies he named as Mrs. J. P. French, Mrs. C-. W. Bowman
Mrs. 3tillman Clark and her daughter, Miss Nary L. Clark of New York
City. G-ifts and memorials given by members and friends of 3t. Paul’s
provided beautiful appointments for the interior of the church.

During the rectorship ol the Rev. W. H. Hawkin in 1899 a new rectory
was built. This was used until 1930 when the last resident rector, the
Rev. C-eorge M. Galarneau retired. In 1931 3t. Paul’s of Holley was
joIned with Christ piscopal Church of Albion under the care of one
rector whose residence was in Albion. This arrangement has continued
except for one period of three years. The rectory was sold in I47.

The Church edifice has been kept in repair during the passing years,
much of the work being done by devoted parishioners. Within the last
decade the stonework has been pointed:up the building rewired and a new
heatIng plant installed. The most recet improvenents have been the
laying of a new floor in the church and the placing of new carpet and
pews. In 1964 and ‘65 while the Bantists in Holley were remodelIng
their building they were loaned the use of the Episcopal edifice for
their services by the members of St. Paul’s.

On January I, 1961, Francis A. Park was ordained to the piscopal
priesthood by Bishop L. L. t3caife at St. Paul’s Church.

st. Paul’s oiscopal Church of Holley, at the close of 1968, numbers
45 communIcants and belongs to the piscopal Olocese of Western New
York. Reular 3unday services are held at 9:15 a. m. Special are sched
uled during Lent, Holy Week, the Christmas season and other occasions.

Present Officers: Senior Warden- John Spychaiski, Junior Warden - krs.
Frank Sanzo; Vestrymen - Frank Neidert, Mrs. Howard owen, Ralph 3.ay-
lord, Peter Germeo, dward D. Beadle; Clerk - I:iss Winifred Bentley,
Treasurer - Burt D. dington, Organist-Terry G-ing.

Rectors, 1893 - 1Q31 : The Fevs, C-. 3herman Burrows, C. 0. 3. Near-
ton, W. H. Hawkin, Thomas A. Duck, W. H. C-. Lewis, C-. H. Parsons,
Herbert . Rodwell, C-eorge M. 1-alarneau; 1931 - 1955 with Ilhion, the
Revs. Ralph N. Davis, John Sanhorn, Elmore C. Young, C-eorge F. Dutton,
Vincent R. Brown, Harold F. Wolcott; 1955 - I57 part time Rectors
J. Robert Jackson and Dr. Richard W. Day. 1958 to present again with
Aihion - Rev. Jack H. mithi958- 1967, Rev. Owen J. Dice 1968 -
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HCLLIY A3SME:LY OF OD CHURCH

This Church which had its beginning in the early part of the
presebt century has a rather unique history. During the i8Qs a nuni
her of families from Italy came to the Hulberton and Halley area to
work in the stone quarries. They were Roman Catholics but apparent

ly did not become strongly attached to the local Church. In 1906 a
protestant missionary from Chicago came to the vicinity to work a
mong these psoole.

Elder Joeherette was a member of an Italian speaking Penta
costal Church and, was deeply concerned about the spiritual welfare
of immirants who had come to America from his native land. He was
said to have been a orosoerous business man who in later life did
this work as a labor of love. Older people in the area remember E1-
der Berette as a kindly man with a long heard who usually carried a
big umbre1la,x a lantern, and his Bible as he walked from house to
house calling on the people. He made most of his calls in the even
ing when he would find the men home from work. He read and exnlained
ortions of the Bible to the adults and, never ignoring the children,

told them Bible stories and taught them little songs. Working in
this quiet way he aroused the interest of the people and soon had
a number of families studying the scriptures and worshiping od with
prayer and songs of praise. ElderSerette returned for a few years
to work for several months in this way and won a group of devout con
verts to his evangelical protestant faith. One man became an espec
ially keen student of the Bible and persuasive speaker and took ov
er the leadershin of the congregation after flderBerette left.

John F. Piethaonte served as pastor for many years. His first
task was to lead the congregation in building a chapel on land given
by the Piedmonte family. It was located on the west side of the Hul
berton Road a short distance south ofthe Lynch.Road. The Pentacos
tal Church continued to wprship there for many years. As the young
people of the Church attended ruhlic schools and spoke nglish every
where exceot at home and in Church they began to lose interest in the
Italian services. The late Frank Piedemonte, son of the pastor, ;v;a’
concerned about theit lack of interest so he organized a Young Peo
ple’s Society and led them in Bible study and worship in nglish and
in many worth while activities. Under his consecrated leadership at
endance and interest increased. At the same time some of the older
members were being removed by death and many of the others were be
coming more accustomed to English so they asked that the services be
combined under hisleadership. Frank Piedmonte then became pastor and
carried on an active ministry while working at a full time job and
also studying a correspondence course from a Bible College. He de
veloped leadership among others and a strong organization during the
years of his pastorate to prepare the Church to sunport a full time
minister.

The Church continued to grow and the chapel on Hul’oerton Road was
no longer adequate. They moved to Halley and held services in various
halls or vacant stores while making plans to build a larger edifice.
At about the same time they changed their affiliation to the General

C Council of Assemblies of God and Incoroorat:-d as the Halley Assembly
of :.od Church. Trustees at this time were John L. Piedmönte and An
drew P. Kuizer.

On September 26, 1946 ndrew P. Iculzer deeded a buildin lot to



to the Church. It is located on the west side of iorth Iain 3t.,
just south of the Holley Grade School. That fall they moved the
chapel to the south side of this lot and remodeled it to provide a
parsonac-;e. The followin spring they began work on their Church ed
ifice which was not completed until 1948. It was dedicated with ap
propriate services to the use of the Church and the clorv of ]od
that year. The huildinc was constructed for the most part by the
willing hands ci’ members of the Church and congregation, which re
auired more time but kept the cost down. )uring those years of
;rowth and accomplishment, Frank Piedmonte was still guiding the As
semblv of c-cd Church as pastor. Not long afterward he resigned as
pastor and went to Springfield, Mo. to study for a year at the Bible
Collee of the 2-eneral Council of Assemblies of 3od in order to bet
ter prepare himself for full time ministry. While there he cur ort
ed his family by working as bookkeeper for the College. ;‘hile servin
his first full time pastorate in Dansville, N. Y. Frank Piedmonte
was called to his eternal home by the Lord he had served so faithful
ly.

With their new i:uildin the Holley Assembl of God Church seemed
to have ample space for woship, Sunday School and their many activi
ties but congregations and Sunday hool enrollment continued to in
crease and by 1960 their were becoming overcrowded again. In 1962 an
addition was built on the west end of the church. This provided a
new pulpit niatform and baptistrv so that news could be placed the
entire length of the original sanctuary. lso included was a commodi
ous study and office for the pastor and, a new vestibule and stairway
to the enlr-ec1. basement. One large room takes un most of the new
nart of the basement which is used for meetings by the various orcan
izations of the Church and on ufldavs) by the kindergarten Class. It
is also used at uresent by the overcrowded public Primary 3chaol for
a kindergarten Class on school days. Also included is a small kitchen
used for Church fellowship sunners which are servedin the large new
room. The original basement has many class rooms for the well graded
Sunday School, nursery, properly equipped for the care of babies dur
ing Church services, Sunday School or other meetings, and ample toi
let facilities. The 1962 building project included the redecoration
of the older part of the building and new pews in the sanctuary. With
the necessary added heating, lighting and plumbing, the project cost
over :3O,0Q

The Holley Assembly of God has an edifice, beautiful in its sim
plicity and fine workmanship, suitably arranged for worshin, Christian
education and the many activities of the Church. The cost of operating
the local program, retiring building debts and suplort of the World
Wide Mission of the Church is met by the tithes of members and the
freewill offerings of many nonmembes who attend, Memorial gifts of
money pay for some extra needs. This fund is administered by the of
ficial Board and the names of donors and persons honored4nscribed on
small brass plates ulaced. on a Memorial Plaque. hemli:2rshi; is small,40,
but attendance at sunday services much larger. The :auctuary which
seats about 240, is often nearly filled and Sunday School attendance
averages about I0.

This Church is affiliated with the General Council of Assemblies
of God whose headcurters are located in Springfield, Mo. It is locaC) ted in a western section of New York District. Special eiphasis of the
denomInation is Salvation, Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Divine HealIng,
and the Second 0omin of Christ. The Assemblies of God operate a Pub
lishing House nd Central Bible College located In 3ringfield and
vangel College also in that city. General Council sends out jany



missionaries to Home and Foreign fields in their Worldwide ission
rrcram. The Districts of 3-eneral Douncil maintain caills in rural
areas so that their young people can enjoy Christian can1}.Jin. New
York District has tifO camps. Lake View Camr,operated by the western
sections of the district, i located by Lake Ontario on the east side
of County Line Road, artlv on rounds which were once the summer
resort, Troutbur. Youn5 people from the Holley Church attend this
Camo. ? rortion of the rounds are also set aside for family camping.

Cranizations of Holley Assembly of -od Church are: Women’ s
sionar:: Council, C-iris 1-lissionettes ( ae 12 — IS), C-iris Jr. hission
ettes ae 8 - 12), youn peoples society called, Dhrists AQbassadors,
Men’ s Fellowship , and Royal Ran.ers ( similar to boy 3couts and unier
the care of the M. F.)

The Cfficial 3oard of the Church in I:70 consists of the pastsr,
the Rev. Robert R. Vinson, Secretary- David Piedmonte, Treasurer -

Carl Terrr, Trustees - Cliff Cedar, Lester R. Weaver and Steven Pied
monte. 3upt. of the Sunday School is Cliff Cedar.

Pastors: the founder of the Church. lder Joseph Berette, John F.
Piedmonte, Frank Piedmonte, Peter Kozak, Donald Landry, Charles Kel
ler, Morris Williams, Scott Davis and Robert R. Vinson 1969 -

sunday 3ervices are: Cunda 3chool 9:45 a. in., Worship Service II
a. in. , Christ’s Ambassadors 6QO p. in. vanelist Service 7:00 p. in.
Wednesday Prayer Meet1n 7:30 p. in. The Church also sponsors a Sun
day morninc; Radio Proram on Brockport Station W..D.D. at :30 - 9:

C
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ST. ROCCO’3 FL C. CHU.CH in UL3ERT0N

fl ather Martinelle was sent to Hulberton in 1905 by Bishop Charles
Colton, U.D., of Buffalo DIocese. It was felt that a Church was
needed to minister to the eonle who had come to that vicinity from
Italy to work in the quarries. Father Martinelle found a suitable
site on the west side of Main St., south of the canal. He purchased
the land and a house just north of it for his own residence. He sup
ervised the buildIng of the sandstone church and finis1;in the in—
tenor for worship. Father Martinelle remained for about three years
to build u this Italian speaking parish and minister to the people.

Two or more priests whose names could not be found, served the
oanlsh for short periods after Rev. Martinelle left. In 1910 Father
Kirby was apoointed to Hulberton Parish and served for two years. In
1912, Father DeFillitii came from Italy to Hulberton on a 6-month visa.
He wished to continue to serve the the parish and applied for an ex
tension of his visa. He enaed Pasauale DiLaura as his secretary
and served the Parish with •neat consecration for five years. The
Bishop assIgned him to a Church in Kensinton, Pa. In I;I7. Soon af
terward 3t. occo’s was placed under the care of St. Mary’s Parish.
Services were continued by the Priest In Holley for some years but
later when transportation was easily available the Hulberton members
were expected to attend St. Mary’s., The buildin. has beenkept clean
and in good nerair by the Holl a Iass celebrated in St R0000ts

occasionally

3t. Peter’s FL C. Church, Brockville

The Prockville schoo1house built about 1840, was moved afew rods
west of the vllla’e and a new one built on the same site in 1911. There
were a number of Italian families in the area, some of whom walked two
miles to attend St. Rocco’s Church but many did not do so. Father Dc
Fillipi, the PrIest at St. Rocco’s was concerned about these peonle. He
asked Bishop Coltoh to nurchase the old school property from Oren Mans
field, for use as a Church. When the Bishop complied, the Priest asked
his secretary if he would undertake the task of convertin the buildIn
into a suitable nlace of worship. Pasquale DiLaura areed to do so. He
worked all through the winter of 1912-’ 13 as carpenter, plasterer and
painter. The Holle,r Presbyterian Church installed new pews that winter
and cave the others to St. Peter’s. As they wore too 10155 they had to he
shortened. Rinaldo DiValerlo and James DiLaura helped build the altar.
Some one carved a lovely baptismal font frome limestone. The first ser
vice in St. Peter’s was held on ster 1915.

Father Defilliol served St. Peter’s as part of Hulberton Parish un
til II7. More land was bou;ht and a parish hall was built back of the
church in 1914. This was later used as a meeting place by the Fancher
mericsn Lesion Post. The names of two or three priests who served the
ParIsh for short periods after Father DeFillipi, are not known. £ few
years later the BishQp placed the two Churches under the care of the
Priest at St. Mary’s of Holley. About 1930 f ire broke out in the parish
hall and spread to the church which was so badly damaed that it was
torn down. t that time transportation was no loner a problem, so the
Sishot) directed the members to attend St. Mary’s Church. St. Peter’s
Church at Brockville had served the Itallan Catholic people of the vi
cinity for about seventeen years and is still beloved in the memories of
a number of older peocle in


