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HI3TORY o ORLANS COUNTY C::uRDH.3
by

Helen . Allen

Town of 0-ames

The Town of GaInes was set off from Rideway on February 14, 1816
but a few settlers had taken u- land in the area in 1809 and othera
came soon thereafter. The State laid out a road of sorts alon, the
ridae in 1814 so that the ioneers could drive in with their wacona
with less difficulty. 3ettlement then became more rapid. Most of the
o.oneers ware God fearina people who began holdin; relir’ious services
soon after their arrival in the wilderness of western Nw York.

The first Church to be formed. was Baptist, about 1816. Others were
or-anized until there were eisht Churches of different denomnations in
various parts of the Town before the end of the century. Five of them
were still active in the early gears of the twentieth century hut only
three are still alive in 1968. Two have been orsanized in more recent
years so there are now five Churches in the Town of Gaines.

The first house of worship was erected in 1624 hut not entirely for
relirious reasons. The County of Orleans was bein oranized at that
tifle and there was keen rivalry between the village of Gaines and the
little canal hamlet of Newrort, for the location of the County seat. It
was thouht that a Church edifice in Gaines miht prove to be the decidr
factor. So some of the business of the village orsanized an association
which built the meetin house at their own exrense. The buildina failed t
brin the County seat to Gaines but it did brin a certain distinction to

Lj) the villayc as shown by the Marker placed in front of the buildin in I9
y the New York State Derartment of ducation. It reads:

First Church
Built For Public Worshir

On RidFe Road Between
Nia’ara & 0-enesee Rivers

North Of Batavia
racted in 1824

It was never beautiful or ornate hut was well of native Orleans Dour
ty materials and is still :tandin in . When it wa completed an auc
tion of the pews rroduced enoush money to pay the cost buildin’ and the
Association deeded the meetin house to the Baptists and Con;resationali
in the village with the stipulation that any future reliious societies
which miht be orFanized later be allowed to meet there when not in use
by the new owners. It is now owned by the Town of Gaines.

Six other church edilices were erected in the Town durin the next 2
year, one of which was torn down and replaced by a larer buildina in
that period. All of the others were still standin in the second decade c
the rresent century. Then the Wesleyan church at agle Harbor burbed do’
and in 1950 the Don.reiational buildins was destroyed by fire. In IY8 t
of the old 5uildins are still in use by active Churches. The Cobblestor
edifice at Childs i now owned isv the Cobblestone Society which is rector
in it. In Gaines Villae the Congreaationalists built a new modern
church after the fire.

Two Churches have been oranized in recent years one of which owns a sma]
new buildina and the other is in the process of enlarzin an old school
Which they purohs sed and remodeled.
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! TH I:s BIPTI3T CHURCH

The Baptist Church was the first reliious society to be formed

Q in the Tovm of Gaines. The records of the Church have been lost so
the exact date of its organization is unknown but it was probably
about 1816. }ioneer Baatist Churches were not usually started by
missionaries or ministsrs from outside the area ut rather by people
of Baptist background who had taken up land in various settlements.
such a group would meet together for Bible reading, prayer, personal
testimony and the sinsing of hymns and constitude themselves as a
Church. Nith the basic Baptat doctrine of the priesthood of believ
ers, they did not think it was necessary to have a clergyman In order
to oTaaniZe a Church. Undoubtedly the Baptist Society in Gaines was
founded in this way.

In 1817, Simeon Dutcher, a Baptist preacher from the eastern part
of the State settled in Carlton. In addition to workin his farm to
surport his family he freely ministered to the settlers of all relig
Ious denominations, or none, who desired his services, ofiiciting at
weddings and funerals and preaching in school houses or homes where-
ever the people wished to gather for religious services. The little
Church at Gaines invited the ev. Dutcher to become their pastor and
he did. so. A few aear. later he moved from Canton to Gaines. The
Church prospered for a number of years drawing members from a wide
area, including Carlton. services were held in the school house until
1624 when the first meetinz house in the county was built by a com

pany of business men in Gaines. :fter the building was comuleted, an
auction of the pews was held which broutht in enough money to pay
for the cost of construction. The meeting house was then deeded to
the Bautist and Consregatlonal Societies in Gaines with the stipula
tion that Other relislous groups which :zight be ferued later, be al
lowed to ueet there ;hen not in use by th3 owners.

The Masonic Fraternity was a strong oranizat:on in astern New
York and as soon as settlements in the Holland Purchase became large
enough, lod.es were formed here. A lodge in Ridgeway which received
its warrant in 1816 included some members from Gaines. Later a
charter was granted by Grand Lodge for one in GaInes. Simeon Dutch
er, who believed firmly In the principles of Free Masonry was a
member. In 1826 when violent anti-Hzonic feelins were aroused by
the alleged abduction and murder of William Vor-an by members of the
Order, many communities were torn asart by the dissension. Gaines
was in the midst of the controversy because some members of that
lodge were supposed to be involved in the alleged crimes. The Baptists
demanded that their macton renounce the organization. Elder Dutcner,
convinced that the charges false, refused to do so and was re
moved from the pastorate. Some members left the Church at that time.

When the Albion Baptist Church was organized in I8O, members of
the Gaines Church living in that vicinity requested letters of iI5
mission in order to be a part of that Society. Two year later thir
teen members who lived in Carlton withdrew and formed the First Bap
tist Church -of Canton. The loss of these two groups so weakened the
mother Church that she never again rrospered. Services were contin
ued for about thirty Tears but soon after 1860 the Gaines Baptist
Church apoarently went out of existence.

Pastors known to have followed flier Dutcher were fliers George
Davis, lrah Irons, Harvey blood and B. feckwith. There were arobably
others whose nanes have been lost.
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INS DO ATIOY.L DHURCH

The irst Conreationa1 Dhurch Society was oranjzed in the
viilae of S.aines on ufust , 1321, by the Rev. Eleazer ‘airbanks,
pastor of the Knowlesville Donreational Dhurch. The followin
year the Society united with the Presbytery of Rochester but did
not change its form of orrnization. Meetin.s were held in the homes
of members or in the school house. When the meeting house was built
in 1324 the Donreationalists and Baptists were given joint owner
ship and held. their services there on alternate Sundays.

For about ten years the membership remained small. Then in 1352
there was a great revival and more than a hundred were added to the
Dhurch. Soon afterward the members decided to build a Church of
their own. During 1254 a site was secured on the north side of the
rid.e a short distance east of the corners and an attractive frame
edifice built. Accordin, to the Historical Album of Orleans County,
the steeple was topped by an iron spire to which were attached. a
gilded vane and. two lobes. From the same source it is learned that
traedy occurred durin the huildinf of the church when a workman
died as a result of being struck by a mallet which accidentally fell
from an urrer part of the structure. The new church cost 2,530
.nd. was probably partly financed by the sale of the tospel Lotti re
ceived from the Holland Land Company. Some years earlier the Company
had areed to give :ao acres of land to the first religious society
organized in each town. The Baptists were certainly the first to
orocanize in the Town of C-ames but the story Is that when the lsnd
was made available, the ConCrelational Chuch aomlied for and re
ceived the grant while the Bautists were talkinZ about it.

fter buildinC theIr new house for worshi the 3ociety sold
their interest in the union church to two men who were interested in
oranizin a Methodist Ipiscoral Society. Their plans never mater
ialized and the men later sold their half interest to John Proctor.
In 18Y two small Canton SocIeties mer’ed with the C-ames Church
and increased the lattert s membership. They were the Nenyonville
Conre3ational Society, of which there seems to be ão other record,
and. the First Presbyterian Church of Canton which was organized in
1351. The C-ames Church continued to prosrer for another decade. It
had, transferred to Niarara Presbuteru in 1324 when that body was or
nized. Then in 1840 the Church requested dismission from the Pres
iytery in order to join the Western New York Association of Donre
ational Churches.

In 1247 this stronf Church was torn by dissention. AltrLou3h
slavery had been abolished in Mew York in 1327 and had never been
practiced in this area, t udenly became a cause of dispute. There
were many abolitionists here who spoke out continually aainst this
evil. Other people, who also hated slavery, preferred not to dis
cuss the subject in Church. There were also differences of opinion
reCardin2 temperance. arly that year a number of members withdrew
from the ConreCational Church and. a few months later, others with
drew.

A roup of these dissenters met In December of 1847, adonted
stron; resolutions cond.emnir slavery, and. the manufacture, sale
and use of alcoholic beveraes, and ormsnized as a Church. They de

[ ,
cided. on the name, Free ConRre;atonal Church of 0-ames. The new
Society murohazed from Mr. Proctor the half interest in the union
church which the ConCreCationalists had held before huildin their
own edifice. They repaired. and redecorated the meetin; house and
held serviQes there for 1r5 ars. Ministers who served them werethe Revs. .. e. •D1afer, Va. ewey and Na. Richardson



After the emancipat2on of the slaves, the main reason for the
division havin been removed, the Tree Oon’re’ationalists decided to
return to the fold of the mother Church. The membera convened on
February 3, 1864 and adopted the following resolution:

Tnereas, the providence oflcd has prepared a way for a
harmonious union with the members of the Presbyterian
Church in james in a new Congreational Church; and

Whereas, fifty-one of the members of this Church have
asked letten of dismiseion and recommendation that they
may unite in a new Church to be called the Con3re3ational
Church of ‘James, therafo,

esolved, that the Tint Free Con-re3atonal Church ap
prove of the proposed organization.

The langua3e of the resolutIon is somewhat obscure, for there isno evidenco that the First Con-re3ational Church of lames had everchan-ed her name or form of or3anizatlon, althou the Church was;raatly weaened by the lose of so many me&.ers in 1847. Actuallythe members of the Free Conrsre3ational Church withdrew from that 3o-ciety and rsoined the Church they had left sixteen years before.There were, of course, some who had joined the Free Church duringthe period 6f se”nrat ion and now became members of the old Churchfor the first time.

The reunited Consrezatlonal Church now became strong and activeonce more. In 1869 the church was repaired and the parsona;e remodeled and refurnished at a cost of 34000 . Part of the funds for thiswork came from the sale that year of the union church by the trusteesof the flee Con-re3ational 3ociety to the recently orpnized FreeMethodist Church. In 1894 the Coznre-zat,onal Church reported a membershIp of 130 and an active Sunday School with an enrollment of 100.

it the turn of the centu the members a-kin made extensive repairsto their house of wor2hip. For mwj years It was customary for thisChurch to have a roll call of members in connection with the annualbusiness meetin.3s. Every’ member, even those livin3 at a considerabledistance made an effort to be present. Roll call, reorts and otherbusiness were usually attended to in the aftarncon, followed by a
bountiful :upper and, a social evenlin. Reports given In 1904 stowedthe avert3e attendance at Sunday School to be 70 and a Some Dcartentof 54 members vs. ministered to by 8 visitors. There was a stron3 socisty of Thristian deavor for the youn; people, a Missionar’ Societyand a loan’s ChristIan Temperance Union connected with the Church. Atthe time of a renovation of the church edifIce in 1914, memorisl giftsprovided new w5ndows, comzLunion table and pulpit desk.

ContinuIng into and throuh the m±dyears o the century, dunn;times of depression and of prosperty the Conre’at!onal Church carriedon with worshIp services. Reliious instruction, support of the mIssionary prorams of the denomination and service in local problems. Some-times there were older pastors who coulddo little more than coduct sun• e day services &nd some times ‘voun; student pastors on a part time basisand occasionally a full time youn minister. The 3aines Church oftenL b entert2ined the Nil-ar?. District of Western New York Association ofConsre;atlonal Churches at at their annual meetin’. In 1950 affiliation was chairsed to the Ontario District. In 1948 the church tuildin;was iamn painted 2nd the interior extensively remodeled and redecoratedent pastor, Richard West, ns ordained to the Christian rninistr
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in an imnressive ceremony in the lovely &aurch, May IS, I5D. In
December of that year the recent improvements of the edifice were
cornaleted by the installation of an oil burner furnace. The choir
was worain hard preratrinc to oin the Christmas c:.ntata on Christmas
ave.

.arly in the mornin of December 24, the 115 year old church was
destroyed by lirS. Althoush sorrowful over the loss of their Thurch
home on which they had recently zoent so nuch time and money, the mem
bers went ahead that evenin-: with the presentation of the Dhristmas
cantata as planned, excert that it was ‘iven in the rane hail.

The faithful Church members met promptly to make plans for uildin
a new edifice. For some years this had been the only Church in 3aines
and everyone now helped the members with their task. - campain to
raise the necessary funds to add to the insurance money was carried out
and the trustes put in chare of the buildin. Colonel Pall and Wil
li-am Woolston as assistant were hired as caroenters. Many hours of
volunteer labor was contributed to cl3ar the site and helo with the
construction and haul building material from various olaces. The lare
old parsonape was not in use at that time so it was sold to raise more
money for the arolect. The women worked hard to orovide funds for new
furniture and equirmant. Ledins the people as pastor at this time was
the Rev. Ronald Place. The basement was corazlet•e5. so that the post
poned annual meetiiss for 1951 was held there on iebruarv 2, 1952. The
attractive white frame church was comoleted and dedicated on Ceotember
14, 1952.

In 1955 plans were made for huildin a modern rarsonaCe just west
of the church. It was comrleted in 1957 and in July the Rev, and Mrs.
John Minot moved into the new house. In 3etemher they held open house
in order that all who had helped with the project miht see the •a-Ltrac
tive rarsonae which had been built.

The Church School had :rown so much in recent years that by the
fall of 1S64 mrorrams were hampered by lack of space. Members met sev
eral times to consider the situation. Colonel Ball drew plans -for an
addition to provide new classrooms. The Official Poard accepted the
plans with minor chanSes and asked ‘ay Hollenhack to supervise con
struction. This he did and also, with other volunteers3 contributed so
much labor that the cost of the project was small compared to what it
would otherwise have been. The new class rooms were dedicated on 3un-
day, February 15, 1966.

After the Con—re-:ational and Christian denominations marei, the
Church reincornorated in 1954 as the C-nines Conreational Christian
Church. The name is now usually orinted, The 3-aiises Donre-:ational
Church, United Church of Christ. In 1968 the membershon is 155. A
pro oram of Christian education is arnied on throuh the Sunday School
and Youth Fellowship which also sponsors many youth activities. The
choir assists in worship seavices snd the women work in the ?.becca and
Rachel C-uilds. The Churc’ ‘ir denominational World Mission Proprams-,
the Albion and Vicinity Council of Churches and the C-enesee - Orleans
Ministry of Concern, in addition to their own local pronrams. At rre
sent the Church is led by Interim Pastor, the Rev. William Shaeffer,
assisted by Youth Minister I.:artin Johnson, an American Indian student

( at C. R. D. 3. Sunday worship service is at II a. m., Sunday School at
9:45 a, m. and Youth Fellowsi-s at 6:45 p. m.

Officer are: Moderator - Richard Hollenbeck, Clerk - Mrs. Kenneth
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Drew, Treasurer - fl’s. Olarenoe Paul, Ohaixtan of the Diaconate -

3erald Thaine, Pres. Eoard of Trustees- IaVerne Morrison, Sunday
3chool 3utt. - Mrs. Winton Hatch, President Rebecca luild - .Jr:. Pay
Hoflenbeck, Ens. Youth Fellowship - Alice Hatch, Oraanist - arcja
Downev, Choir Director - Harry Sentiff.

The pastors who have served the 2aines Conreçational Ohurch since
1821, as nearly as can be learned an given below. The list may not be
complete, and oome of those listed may have been su)plies 1’or brief
periods. In some cases only last names could be found.

The Revs. fleazer rirbanks, Cook, A.Rawson, Winchester, Evans,
3oodyear, !ates, Joel in’zton, Hiland i-!urlbiwt, J. F. Hovey, Milton
Buttolvh, H. N. 3hort, 3!. Buttolph, 3. 3. Bans, D.P.J. Hoyt , !. A.
reeler, N. H. Wilder - 1853-T865, H. K. Hi’ley, R. 3. 3’lecton, Zm’rit,
Geor-ce Anderson, H. P. 3’rye, 1. 3.Merrick -1886 - 1898, L.W. Ashley, Z.
G. Heal, C. H. Eurrou-hs 1906-1920, A. !. Waffle (supply), G. L . Thitc
John Miller, Lewis flckett, R. Irvin Kelley, R&ert Dick, 3arl Rote,
Richard lest, Ronald Vlacg, John Ninot, James iranton, W. E. 3tokesbur
1963 -Oct. 1,1968, Studant Assistants ‘iurn; this period have been Artir
Broadhurst, John Priannoff, .nd !artin Johnson. since Nov. 1966 the Rev.
William 3haeffer has been interim pa?tor.

S. 1

- I -- - - - - a- -



— ‘9 ‘“

__

flST ‘Afl133 arTIST CHURCH

The Zast Gaines Baptist Church, so active and influential today

fl not only in Baptist circles but in many areas of Christian concern,
be’an as a very small Free Will Baptist Church. Or3anized in 1822
by Francis B. Tanner, it was first listed in Holland land Purchs.,e
?ree Will Baptist umrterlv Mestin records in 1825, as the “Gains
Church, Francis Tanner, Pastor.” It was apuarently the only Church
of that denomination in Orleans County then. Membership was re3orted
for the firt tirs in 1828 as 12 • Monroe quarterly Keetin3 of ?ree
?iill Baptists was or;anizad in 1833 with 14 Orleans and Monroe Coun
t Churches. That rear the Church reported 27 member’s and F. Tanner,
pastor.

Amon- records of the East •aines Church is a biographical sketch
of Francis B. Tanner, copied from the Free !aptist Cyclopedia pub
lished in 1889. From this we lsarn that he wi’s born in Rhode Island
and died in Chauttuoua County, April 26, 1874, a3ed 81. He be’an to
preach at the ae of 17 and was ordained at the i*st G:tines Church
in 1823.

uarterly Meetin’ records show that Alanson Eool, an unordained
preacher, served the Church in 1834 and after bein’3 wIthout a pastor
for ayear, Orrv utts, a local preacher beca,ie the minister in 1836
and served for sster.il years. DurIng those early pearD services were
held in the loc2l school house or the homes of members.

The First Free Will Baptist Church of 2aines was incorporated on
March 8, 1349 at a meetint held in “the usual pltce of worship in the
house of William Stoy.” The incorporation papers ware si-ned by fli
Hannibal and Uvah 1. Mitchell who was the pastor at that time. The
incorportion was recorded in the County Clerk’s oflice. It is quite
certain that the meetin- house was u1lt that year, for idis shown on
an 1850 map of the County. The buildin stood on the south side of
the West Transit Church Road about midway between the Densmore and
Lattin Roads. Cn the same map the 3tacy home is shown south of the
corner on the lattin Road.

The meetin3 house was moved to its present site about 1865; Stan
ley Snyder remembers hearin’ç his father, the late eor;e Sn’Ier, tell
of riiIn in the church i&An it was moved from the former location.
He was a small boy at the tIDe, about six rears old. He was born in
1859. Those pioneer members of the Church saw to it that their meet
in-c house was well constructed. It was moved without any damage and
still st.nds in 1968, sturdy and attr-i.ctive on the north sUe of the
Ri5se Road, a lIttle east of the Kent Road. The fir:t of many I
provements to the buildinc was made at the time it was relocAted. A
large room was added at the south end to provide a place for Sunday
School classes and for kitchen and dining areas.

County histories ‘3ave little space to this Church. The 1879 his
tory, perhaps because it was inactive at that time3 1ve only a three
and ahalf line notice which included the sentence, “There are no stat
ed ‘services held there at the present time but the or-anization is
kept up.” LADDMS%y3 OF ORiA2fS COUNTY, published 15 years later, in

Q an equally brief mention of the ast Gaines Church, did include the
facts that the Rev. C. H. Hoa had been pastor since 1891 and that
David Nesbit was suterintandent of the Sunday School. Church records
show that in 1890 the home of former pastor, John Willis, which was
located next to the Church property on the west, was purchased. The
Rev. Hoar and family were the firt to move into the parsonage. the

‘p. iS
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debt incurred by acquiring the property was paid durin3 the next ten
years.

Rev. L A. Estey be3an his seventeen year pastorate on April I,
1910 and durin that period many changes took pflce in the or;anization
and introvements were made to the buildint3s. The once strong ?ree Will
Baptist Dencm2nation beran to srow weaker near the close of the nine
teenth century. With the passin3 years more and more of these Churches
closed or reor3anized until in 1913 the East 3aines Church was the only
one left ±n the area. The foflowin3 year the Church voted to drop the
words “Yree Will”, from the name and acceot the invitation of the Or
letni Baptist Association of :orthern Baptist Churches to join that
body. Since then the Church has been known as the East 1’ines Baptist
Church.

Soon after the Esteys assumed the leadership, a small entrance from
the east side was made into the shsllow cellar. The next year the base
ment was deepened and a furnace installed. A trap door was placed in
the floor of the 3unday School room and basement stairs built. At about
this time Mrs. stev su.35ested the installation of stained tss windows
The idea required a little tins to take root hit in 1914 money was re
ceived for six memorial windows. Two years later improvements, tclud
in a funtce, were made on the parsona’e. iuring the same period the
old hitching sheds on the north edge of the church lot and extending
part way alon- the west boundary were rebuilt. In 1917,when the Town of
3aines needed a votin place for the eastern district, the Church trus
tees erected a suitable buildini on the west side of the ;rounis, south
of the sheds, which is still rented to the town and is also used as a

Q meeting place for Boy 3couts. Wormer sheriff Isaac Swart save a bell to
the Church in 1921 frrmemory of his parents and a bell tower was built
from the round up with the first floor room rovidin a vestibule.

Durin the firt centur-’ of the Church’ s existence worship services
Bible study, character building cnd support for the world outreach of
ChristIanity was carried on by pastor and mambert.

The ev. I. A. Ectey died on December 14, 1ç27. Tin Church then
voted to call the Rev. A. L. Pollock, pastor of the Kant Church to lead
the East laines Church also. Mr. Pollock accepted the call and preached
his first sermon at the Church on Christmas Day. The following summer
when Alfred Pollock marriei,he and his bride came to the East aines
parsonage to live. The reception for the pastor and his bride was the
last socIal event to be held in the old combination dinin room, 3unday
School room and social parlor. Later that year the small basement fur
nace room was enlar-ed by excavation under the entire s’nctuary to ro
vide a l2rçe dininç room which could also be used for aunday 3chool and
an addition built on the north end for a large kitchen. Fellowship and
Chri,tian ducation pro’rams could now be greatly expanded. Rev. Pol
lock continued as pastor of the two Churches until October 1935.

With the passing yeari, especially after World War I, 3reat chan;es
had come in farmin3 practices and the living habits of country people
which made the troblems of rural Churches more complex than ever beore.
The depression of the 1930s compounded the!e problems. iurin3 the last

C two years or more of his pastonte Liz’. Pollock bad ‘ecome nreatl-T con
cerned, as had other pastors and Church members. The late Dr. Mark
Rich, an authorIty on the 2roblems of rural Churches and a pioneer in
the Larger Pariah movethent, suçested the idea to The frid3es Churci,
of which he was a former pastor, and to Rev. Pollock. After the Chin’-
clan i considered the matter for a year or more, the Wirst and .1en-
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tral Baptist Churches of Canton, generally known as the Kent and The
?ri&”as Churches, and the East lames Baptist Church voted to enter
into the plan. Each Church elected three repre:entatives, who with
the pastors were to or;anize a larger parish as an effort to better
serve the reli’3ious needs of the entire area in which the three Dcur
olin were located.

The 3aines - Carlton Lar]er Parish was oranized on September IS,
1935, by the Rev. A. L. Pollock and from East aaine3 - Mn. Curtis
Murray, Xi’. Ralph loelma, and Mr. Stanley 3nyier, froz Kent - Mrs.
Jay Euckltnd, Mr. Earl Strickland and ):vd Strickland and from The
Brid3es - The Rev. Walter R. Hand, Kiss Helen t :tnen and. floyd Yin’
ness. These dele-atea made in the first Parish Council which was the
administrative body of the Larger Parish. Kr. Hand was elected Chair
man, Mrc. Curtis flirray, Secretary and Mrs. Thickland, Treasurer. As
he had recently resçned from the pastorate of the Kent and !ast aines
Churches, Kr. Pollook could not accept an office. Several areas of
concern were discua3ed and committees appointed to carry out plans. A
committee was also appointed to plan a recognition service in the near
future to brinrç the Larger Parish to the attention of the 3eneral pub
lic. The recotnition service was held on November 3, 1935 at the Kent
Church. tembers of the three Churches took part in the prorram and
Secretary John Smith of the New ‘cork State Baptist Convention spoke on
the Ch.llere of the Lar-ter Pariah Movenent.

Other 9rojects planned at the ortanizational meetin were postponed
until the East 3aIned and Kent Churches secured a tastor. The Rev. Ken
neth Roadarmel entered uton hii pastoral leaderhip of the Churches,

Q March I, 1936 and soon afterward ihairman Hand ctlled a meetin-c of the
Prish Council. The first arish Holy Week counion and t!ie first
Parish Easter sunrise service were held that sprinç and continuad as a
Parish tndton. Throw-h the Council the Churches worked to;ether on
youth pro3rams, VacatIon Jible School and a teacher trainin course in
the fall. In December 1936 the Rev. Walter Hand accepted a call to a
Church in another state. Yr • Roadarmel then became pastor of the three
Churches and chairman of the Parish Council. A student from C.R.O.S.
was ena-ed as a t’rt time assistant to work with youn; people and to
help with the preachin- and various parish activities. This plan has
been carried on over the years. The pastor has resided in the panon
ae at East 3aines and the assistant, after livin-; a third of the tira
in each of the three contiunities for a few year, has -enerally lived
in an apartment in the edifice at The Bridges, the Parish Council was
soon increased in size by havin each Church represented by six instead
of three persons. They are elected to three year terms rotated so that
not more than one third of the conacil would be replaced each year.

Zurin3 the thirty some years since the Lar-;er Parish was formed its
activities have increased and some proram: chawjed as zucceeSin pas
ton have ?n’ou3ht in new ideas. The Parish Visitor, a news and announce
ment sheet for parish families was introduced in 1941 by Pastor Robert
Howl .nd and continued n various fonas ever since. The Rev, and :•rs.3.B.
Hathaway set up a Parish summer camp at a beach near marker so that more
area youn3 could benefit from a Christian Camp experience. Contributor
of food and equipment and volunteer help from the three Churches kept

O
expenses low. The Hathawrtys alzo carried on relitious instruction in
the area district schools until ll were closed by centr:lization. Sopa
rate Vacation Church Schools were united by the Pariah and many childr
were reached in this way for about twenty-five years. In 1951 under
the direction of assistrtnt pastor, Dean Short, the average attendance si
t.i5 l’cation School was 137 children with a staff of 30 teachers and

er —
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helpers and 20 drivers takin3 care of transportation.

During the period of the Rev. W. C-ordon Carter’s ministry the Par
izh Youth Fellow3hip started the collection of money t Halloween time
to help feed the hun;ry children of the world. Tiis UYID d coa±:ctlon
later spre-J to the Dhurche of lbion and els9where in uais area. t
tfliC time tise ranch 3unimer Damn was iven up and the youn peole
apain attended Baptist 3tate Dzmws or others of their choice. Also
the Lar3er Parish under Mr. Carter’s direction helped set un the first
Orleans County Mi”;rant Ministry.

The dcv. Paul ‘. Beech, the present pastor and his family came to

the Parish in November 1957. Under his direction the make-up of the

Parish Council has been chned from elected representatives to the of

fioer and chairmen of boards of each Church and presidents of Women1 s
and Youth orCanizations in order to improve communicatIon between the
council and the Churches. Vacation school was given up in favor of a
Day Camp proeram for two different ae groups at the fine ficilities
of the Curtis Murray Park. All Parish prorams under Mr. Beech’s di
rection have been carefully planned and artistically presented. In ad
dition he ha fctive in the NiaBara Baptist Association, Albion and Vi
cinity Council of Churches and Yirant prorrams, and in the New York
Baptist 3tate Convention of which he was elected cresllant in I%5. Mrs
Beech has helped with Parish and Church activities and the three Beech
children have been active in their ae roups.

The -aines - Oarlton Larger Parish, in ;eneral, is responsible for
Youth activities, summer proerams for children, the observance of specia

Q seasons such as Lent, aster, Advent and Dhnistmas, services of baptism,
rlannin for various Parish wide projects. The parish is financed by
offerins at Parish proprarse, the nroceeds of the annual harvest auction
and assessments on the three Churches.

Tne ast 3-ames Dnurch flas also continued to function as an inivaJua
]nurch since the formation of the Laraer Parish. Bepular 3unday worship
services and Church 3chool sessions have been maintained and an active
r1omen’s ellowship carries on many projects. The members operate their
OTfl finances, -aanb aii and 1mprovin t552r propertT, may1i a XO rat
share of the pastor’s and assistant’s salaries and other Parish assess
ments and sup-sortins Baptist Missions and other benevolences.

The Property has been 3reatlv imuroved and fitted for pre:eht needs
dunins’, the past twenty-five years. A new furnace was enstalled, Holman
Hunts “LiNht of the world” was elaced at the front of the sanctuary in
a suitable settins as a center ol worship. Memorial sifts purchased a
modern oran which in 1966 was replaced by the sift of a finer instru
ment. fhe basement was extended by excavation under the old 3unday 3choc
room, addinS a large room to the dinin% and educational area, rest room
and storage space. The stairway to tne basement was moved to the vestibi
and the interior completelr redecorated with new pews and new doors plac
ed between sanctuary and vestibule. The old hitchinB sheds had been
removed years earlier and the north end of the lot landscaped. tore
recently :hubbery was planted around the front of the huildin, an at
tractive bulletin board placed and li3htin3 arran ed to illuminate the
si3n and edifice so that no one passins by on the busy hihway c”n :iie
seein the House of 3-od. Memorial amplified tower chimes were iven
a few years ao and land acquired on the east side of the Church proper
to provide adeQuate narkin space. The parsona3e wenlareed remodele
and redecorated in 1961.



The 146 year old. ast Caines Church is somswhat unique in having
a number of families active in 1968 whose ancestors were amon the

C
early members of the oraanzntion. The names LaNont, Snyder, Nebitt
and for a shorter neriod., Nurrav, have aupeared on the mambershin Toil
for enertons lso it is one of tne fe ursl Cnurcnes in tnas area
who have a number of families actively ensaea n farmin in their men
bershir. In 1968 this is a stron’- Churcnwitn ncut 120 members. The
Church School is staffed with well qualified teachers. or many years
a 5oy Scout Troop has been sponsored.. The Church susports the ission

work of the American Baptist Convention and the State and. Associatioal
or;anizations, The Albion and. Vicinity Council of Churches, and N.Y.
State Council of Churches, The 2-enesee- Orleans Ninistry of Concern and.
other benevolences. Ind.ividual members hold. offices and. contribute
much time to projects in these various oranizations, and other civic af

Sunday worship servicss are held. at 11:15 a. m. and. the Church 3choo
at I:I5 a. in.

I68 Officers were: Mod.erator - Thomas . LaMont, Clerk - Nrs. Stani
Kast, Treas.- Henry Poelma, ‘in. Sec. Nrs. -ordon Wells, Ohm. Ed. of
Dcons- dalph 1-oelma, Chin. Ed. of Trustees- C. ufene Laih, un
School Supt.- Nrs.Arthur loelma, Ohm. Ed.. of Ohm. sd.. Nm. Ralph Poelma
Organist- Nrs. Henry loelma, Choirmaster - Arthur Poelma.

The succession of pastors is not entirely complete and. some names
nay he incorrect hut a nearlv a can h learned. at this time the list
s: Revs. Erancis B. Tanner Ic22-I55, Alanson Pool 185):-, Crry utts
Ih55 ‘, 21lh Z. Nitchell, Joseph Kettle, Oscnr 1. H. 3pinins, Johnsor
I37O-, Bathrick, Isaac Hyatt , John Willis, Hullaby, Markham, 3nirey,
2. H. Hoa 1891 - 189%, Orrin H. Newman 1899- 1908, Read 1908 - 1910,
2. . stey 1910 - 1927, . I. Pollock 1927 - 1955, Kenneth . Road.arm
1%55.After Jam. I, 1957 the last S-mines Church was served. by S-ames
Canton Lar,er Parish pastors. Rev. K. A. Roadarmel 1957 - 1940, 1k I.
Howland 1941- 1942, B. B. Hathaway I45 - 1951, V. 2-ordon Darter 1952 -

57, Faul F. Beech Ib57 - i5%
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FIF3T IVF:3ALI’3T SOCIT7
CHURCH of the GOOD 3HPHiC, FAIR HAVi

C A fine cobblestone buildins stands at Ohilds with this Inscrintion
carved over the front door: rected by the First Universalist So
ciety in the year 1854 . C. God is Lovet. Undoubtedly this is-now
the most widely known and freouentlv ohotoraohed churcn edifice i:
the town of Gaines and, iniesd, in Orleans County.

It is owned by the Cobblestone Society which was or-nized within
its walls in October 1960, for the pursose of nreservin - this church
ann tfe nearby one-room district schoolnouse and recosnizin our rich
heritafe of cobblestone architecture in thu area. Hemliers and friends
of that earlr Universalit Society saw to it that their house of wor
shin was well constructed on solid foundations so that it remained
structurally sound for more than a century and a suarter in spite of
neilect in later years. Since the Cobblestone 3ociet:T acr aired title
to the edifice it has been reroofe, a-replica of the old belfry built
on, the terrace and the entrance steps repaired and the restoration of
the interor besun A Cobblestone era Ifuseum is hein built up in the
oa semant.

This pioneer church edifice stands stronf and beautifu.l for all to
see. The history of the Universalist Society in Gaines is more ob
scure but a number of records do exist and the Church of The Good Shen
herd is mentioned In 6ountr histories. It is well known that John
Proctor was a ‘enerous supnorter of the Society. Cotty histories
state that he rave the site and erected the cobblestone church at his
own expense. There can be little doubt a-out the site, for the orii
nal deed to that land, sined by John and flizabeth Proctor s-nd dated
June 10, 1655 was recorded in the Count Clerk’s office a few weeks
later, by the trustees of the Universalist Society. In spite of deed
in; the property to the Societcr, however, Mr. Proctor must have felt
that he still had some riht to it , for when he made his will on Jan
uary 4, 1c12, he bequeathed his rihts to the buildinf and the land on
which it stood, to the Universalist Society. His will also fave a farm
in Carlton to the Society and, sfter the death of his son William, 24
shares of Nia;ara Fills Suspension Frid-e stock, the income from which
1illiam was to receive durins hizlife.

An historical sketch of Univers-alism in Gaines, written by an early
pastor of the Fairhaven Church, the Rev. T. 3. Cook, was found a Law
years a-so in the parscnae of the Universalist Church in Alcion. This
account states that Ioseoh Billins, W. W. Rugles, Chauncey Woodworth,
and John Proctor formed a yrouc of Univercalists in Gaines Who met oc
casionally in 1852. Two ministers o that denominatob, Tneeland Town
send and Chrles Hammond, visited the area and heroed the small roup
to interest others. As the rou increased in number, John Proctor,
who by hard work and business acumen had acquired considerable proper
ty since coming to this town in 1210, dreamed of erectin2 a splendid
edifice for the Universalists on the best possible site. That site he
thouht, was not on his own ronerty but on land owned by Caleb Hnapp
on the north side of the Ride, lt-ble east of the corners at Fair-
haven.

U
In 1355 John Proctor haraained with Mr. Knapn for the plot of

round he wanted hut for some reason the verbal asreement did not hold.
The story IS told, that, when in 1954 Hr. Proctor aain nefotiatea f-or
the lot, he had one of his workmen waitin- with a load of stone. The
istar- ---

an ä’r3eent was reached he sisnaled the man who opened the
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fence, drove into the lot and unloaded the stone. The work of diggin;
.‘or the foundation walls was becun at once. Frobably many people in
oluiin3 children helped to sathar from nearw fields, the lar3e quan

O tity of stones needed. Skillful cobzlestona masonc and o;n’penters were
en3a3ed and construction was carried on so rapidly that the buildin3
was completed the same yew. The buildin; committee who had baan in
chae of the construction consisted of John Proctor, Joseph Billints
and 1. N. Rwvcles. iocordin’ to the Cook notes the dedicatory sermon
was delivered by the Rev. Stephen R. Snith to “an immense con:rezation’!
The steeple atop the belfrv could be seen from a considerable distance
in all directions,snd as Jlm Proctor had hoped the Universalist ait1ce
be came a wefl-1nown lr.namark.

A document found in recent 7ears amon” the papers of another found-
ins memtsr of the Universalist Society, Joseph Billin’s, raises some
doubt about John rroctor builhing the church entirely at his own expense
This paper reads in part: “We the undersi-çzied a’ree to pay the several
silts set oppos5te our nzu’es, respectively, for the erection of a meetin
house .‘or the use and benefit of the Yirst Ctaivarcilist Society of aair
la±nes, to be built at ?airhaven ...“. The paper was dated, iu”ust 29,
1833. John Proctor with a ple1e of 1200 and Joseph Billin;s with ‘IOO
were first on the list and twenty-nine other signers with smaller mae
rouht the whole amount to 3322, incli.uiin a few plel3es to be paid in
labor or lui.4ber. If those p1edes were paid it seems probable that many
aore oontr±but ions broufl han come in the Lollowin; year while the e
floe was being built. But in that case, Mr. Proctor could hirdly have
claimed ownerchip of the buiflin as he a?peared to do in his will.

On the other hand, sines this subscription list is dated 1033, the
year that the attempt to purcàase the site failed, possiblp these pled
ges were allowed to lapse. The next year when he dii secure the desir
ed lot, Kr. rrcctor, in his htste to start construction, nay have de
ciaed to pay the cost himself. fl the money was paid, po:sitly it wts
used for necessary’ furnhin3s, in spite of the clearly stated purpose
of the subscription paper. it this date one can only speculate.

The Ray. William kndrewo became the first pastor and wa followed
after one year ty the Rev. 1. 0. Barry who served for two years. 1r.
Anirews then returned to the ?rtirhavan Church but remained for only a
few months before a%ain resisnin6 the pastorate. In December or that
year, 1S37, the Rev. T. D. Cook became pastor and was very poptitr
with the me-ers. However, after oni!’ six month of service he re
ci:ned to accst a call to the Universalist Church in Utica. The Fair-
haven Church which had started out so auspiciously a few years earlier
ins then wIthout leader:hip Zor four years.

It was durin’ç tifls period that history records another puzzlin3
reference to John Proctor and the Univernllsts. In 1840 he borht a
half interest in the union meetin3 house in lames and dunn; the next
seven years the Uniyersalists held services there part of the time. .s
the 3ociety was hzvin3 difficulty in maintainin’ services in their
oeautiful new church at pair;’ tven it hardly seems that another meeting
place was needed only one mile distant.

The Cook history of the Church at ?nirh;ven states that re%ular
services were started acain in 7C42 with the ev. S. S. Curtis as pas

tor,

ant maintained quite re-ularlv Lor more than twenty years. 3non;
pastors who served durinz that tin’e were the Pay. N. B. Smith, who was
said to have also practIced medicine in il’.lon, Rev. T. J. Smith who
garried on the work here in addition to that at id:ewas Univerrlist
hurch, and the ev. flilliam . Cook who served the ‘Jhurch for five

- a
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years. The pioneer aptist minister, 3izson utcbsr, after bein di:
missed fro’- tne pastor te of the ‘]-aines Bapt:st Ciax’ca duri te ants
asonic troublç, turned to Univer:2li:m in later life and sometimes oc
cuaid the pulpit at ?airhsven. In 1657 the ev. .Uanson elseybean
a seven year pastorate, conductinC services every other Sunday ana also
carryin on the work at Diarendon and R1deway.

Durim the period of his leader:hip the Society reorasnized with a
constitution and bylaws, and incorporated under the laws of Uew ork
State on December 19, 1261. The trustees at that time were arnold Dam-
stock, Charles Danolds and D-eorle C. Bement. This action was rrohabiy
taken at the su-e:tion of John Proctor, for his will with the enercus
bequests to the Fairhaven Dhurch was sined and dated only a few weeks
after the Society became leally qualified to hold ororerty. Uhen the
Rev. Ielsey closed his ministry at the Dhurch in 1864 re:ular services
were discontinued and the Universalist Society of C-ames became r:ci
cally nonexistent. Dunn; this period John Proctor sold the farm which
he had intended to leave to the Church when he made is will. He died
in 1868.

The Dhurch remained dormant for ten
years until the Niaara Univer

salist desociation sent a missionary, the Rev. Nelson 3nell to Fair-
haven in 1374. The Rev. T. C. Cook candidly states in his account

of

the Church, that it was interest in the Proctor bequest which caused
the ssociation to send the missionary. Realizinf that a nonexistent
Societr could barfly claim the 3uspension fridse stock which hr. Froc
tor had •srraned in his will for

the Universalist Society to receive
at the death of his son, the effort

was made o revive the Society and

acain hold resular services at airhaven.

The Rev. Snell rroved to he the riaht man for the task. The edifice
was in need of repairs. He first

had the more than 300 panes
of broken

lass replaced in the many small paned windows and the interior cleaned
and made ready

for worship services. t the same time he was c:llin on
the people and arousin their interest in the Church. Soon he was
conduct±n reular services and had raised a thousand dollars for reno
vation of the build±n. The work was be un promptly and the old hi.h
pulpit, merched like a bird’ s nest on the south wall of the auditorium
was removed, aplatform built at the north end where a

modern ulpit was
placed and the news reversed and cushioned. The doors of the rews were
removed and used for panelinf around the platform, the aisles were c:r
reted and walls and woodwork refinished. An unusual mural was painted
on the north wall which created the illusion of a deer recess back of
the pulrit. The rede’dication was held in June 1874 with the Rev. T. C.
Cook, who had served the Church for a few months in his youth, Leinf
the sneaker. It was on this occasion that he aave the history of the
Church up to that date.

Under the leadership of the Rev. Snell the conreation continued
to increase and, when the missionar left for other fields of endeavor

at the end of three years the Universalist Church arpeared to be in a
stron “rowinf condition. T. C. Cook was called to the pastorate early
in 1677, and bean his work the Sunday ollowin- Pev Snell’ z farewel1
service so the Church was not weakened by a reniod without eadershir.
Donsnesation: continued,

to increase and it has been renorted that the
pastor often preached

to audiences which crowded the church to
csn:city.

Under his direction the Society was
again reorsanized with a membership

of 125 and adopted the name,” The Church of The C-ood Shewiaerd.
Rev.

Cook did not move
to the community and after avear

or two the abentee

pastor,

present only for Sunday
services,

failed to
hold the

enthusi
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astlc sutcort of the people which he had at the be3irs1irr of thi’z
c pastonte. The conrre3ations radually dwindled to a very snill
k. çroup of the ftithful. tev. Cook resi.3ned in 1881.

The Zov. Thomas Borden became pastor on June first ICC! and. con
tinuedfl until the fIftieth nniveraan of the dedication of the cob
blestone edifIce. He bad never been able to revive interest in the
Jhurch, however, and soon after the anniversary celebration re3ular
services at the Universalist Church at pairhaven were dropped. The
3ociety kept up its oranization by holding annual business meetln’a
and did receive the bequest of the 24 shares of Nia3ara ?alls 3u3pen-
sion ?rii’e stock after the death of fllliam Proctor.

When the Pullman Memorial Universalist Thurch was oranized in
Albion some of the few remaining membert of the flirhiwen Church join-
the Albion Societir. The income from the stock was used to make some
repaIrs to the old cobblestone buildin.3 and it became customary for
the -Ubion con-re;atlon to hold services there at least twice every
sinmer. When the ?ridte stock was caned in for redemption it bad been
many years since reular enices bad been held in the cobblestone
church. The 3tate ?oard of the Universalist ‘Zhurch at that time de
clwad it an abandoned church snl took over the buildina and ‘-roundz
and the procads of the Erid’e stoct.

It was fro: the 3tate Board of Universalists that the Cobblestone
Society acquired the buildin. The deed was recorded on September 30,
ic 63. The work of restorinr this beautiful cobblestone lan&i:rk and

O
buildin; up a cob:lestone era fliseum in the basement had proceeded so
well that on Auu:t 18, 1968 the 134 year old cobblestone Church at
?airhzven, now Childs, New York, ics dedicated as a Cobblestone L.nd
mark, trly Nineteenth Century Rural hurch edifice and Cobblastone Sra
Museum.
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The settlement at zle Harbor bean durin the years the rie
Canal was bein constructed in that area and increased when it became
a 2hipnin point on the conyleted canal. The first pioneers who came
to the vicinity had no knowlede of the comin of the canal when
they hean takin- up land in 1612. sout 1816 the circuit ridin3 prea
chers of Methodist Ridewav Circuit found enouh scattered settlers
in the area to establish a nreachin station to which all who wished
to hesr the word of God aroclaimed were welcome. Later a Methodist
class was started. When the villa’e be’an to row it is said to have
received its name from the fact that the surveyor: who laid out the
route for the canal found ther th et of a lare bird they thou:ht
was an ea3le. s more people came to the villae Baptist and Presby
teriaa. :roupz were formed who mat in one another’ s homes or the new
school house for services. By the close of 1826 these croups felt the
need ±‘ora house for public worship and wisely decided to join toCether
to build one. verv Starkweather save a lot on which to build the
:eetin house, on the north side of the canal a short distance west of
the main road.

On February IT, 1327 the three conre.ations orfanized and in cor
porated as the First Union Society of piscoral Methodists, Baptists
and Presbyterian: of Gaines. They erected a brick meetin- house and
each Croup held their own worshir service there at dTT&rsat hours on
undays. The Methodists bein the largest roup, paid half of the
cost of “suildina and the Baptists and Presbyterians toether paid the
balance. Cifferin somewhat in their Biblical jntersretations and
Church disciplines, they respected each others beliefs and worked to
ether harmoniously for many year: to maintain their house of worship.

when it was decided that a lar””er buildin was needed the first
meeting house was taken down in 1645 and a new edifice built and main
tained in the same way. The lamer Methodist piscopal membership con
tinued to increase even thou-th in i8, some of the member: who lived
near Knowleaville withdrew from the Union Church inorder to help or
zanize a M. . Church in that village. One reason for the Trowth of
early Methodist Churches was the fact that ministerial leadership was
always available. t first the youn H. I. Societies were nurtured by
the circuit ridina ureachers of Rideway Circuit. Latsi; the Churches
3rown stron enouah to summort a master alone, or combiasi into “chsreE
were assianed pastors by Genesee Conference. On the other hand, Baptiel
and Fresbrterian Churches usually had to find their own preacher:. Thi
fict sometimes resulted in the development of consecrated discimleship
within the membershin and in other case: to a radual weakeain; of smal:
“roucs. The Baptists and Presbyterians of the Union Church in Ia”le Har
bor mrobably called on the pastors of Churches of their denominations
in Gaines or other nearby villa”es to preach to them. In earlr rears
no doubt that Baptist farmer preacher of Shelby, flder James Carpenter,
who so willinely ministered to all who called on him, often preached to
the little flock in Iale Harbor. ifter some year: as older members of
the Baptists and Presbyterians died apparently their descendant: either
united with the Methodist miscopals of the Union Church or with the
C.aurches of their choice in lbion or Icnowiezvills, for their societie
went out of existence at an unknown date probably about 1c70. The

C, Methodist pi:co:al Church continued to use the union meetinB house and

retained the corporate name of the Society for many years. In fact

some Batizt independence amparently rubbed off on the Methodist breth

L
rem, for they have been ‘anown to object to too riió- control by

U



Surin the passin years the members have repaired and imrroved
the buildn so that it ha continued to be a worthy place in which
to worshop -od and carry on a pro ram of Christian education and other
Church activities. Soon after the turn of the century a two-story ad
dition was built with dinin room and kitchen on the first floor and a
social room above. Later improvements have included electric liehtin,
oil heat, hardwood floors, new ews and new interior finishes. In 1965
the addition was remodeled to urovide better Sunday School facilities
and an annex was built in which rest rooms were located. Church sup
pers and social events for large :rours are now held in the Community
Hail, which is the former villae school house.

The ‘irst Union Society of Episcopal Methodists, Baptists and Fres
isyterians of aines, now known as ale Harbor Methodist Church is in
Western New york Methodist Conference and supports Methodist World Mis
sions. In addition to thei local Church expense and larer Methodist
outreach, the members support the Albion and Vicinity Council of Chur
ches and the ‘-enesee - Orleans Ministry of Concern. The women were or
;anized in 1894 as a Ladies aid Society which was reoranized some time
ao as the Woman’s Society of Christian Service. They cooperate in rro
jects of Church Women, United. This Church and the Icnowlesville Methb
dists are under the care of one pastor, since October 1968, the Rev.
Howard Sabriel. The youn people of both Churches are oranized as a
Methodist Youth Fellowship, meetin alternatelr in the two churches.
Present Church membershim is 5. Sunday worship services are held at
9:O a. in. and Sunday School at IQ:50 a. m.

Officers in 1968 are: Stewards - .Uonzo Webber,Mrs. Francis All ‘ort,
hr. Everett Zarsnntine, Mr. Harold Eddy, Mrs. uenia Sullivan, Mrs.
Ray Webster, Arnold Licht, Mrs. Jeanie Webber, Mrs. A. Licht; Trustees-
Robert Soth, Francis Ailport, Oleon Thitin, Everett Zar;entine, Aionzo
Webber, bilford Allnort; Lay eadcr - Arnold Licht; Treas.Dur. nnense
Mr. Howard Babcoc, Benev. Mrs. E. Zarnentine; Recordin Steward Mrs.
H. Eddy; Communion Steward- Mrs. Ida Licht; Res. Lay Member- Mrs. Ora
Hun-erford; Supt. Sunday School- Mrs. Robert Roth; W.S.C.3. fres. Mrs.
C. Whitin; M.Y.F. Pres. Linda Zarisentine.

Pastoral leadership: Ridaeway Circuit Riders preached for the
Methodists of Eacle Harbor for the first few years of their orsanizsLtion
From I83 - I9I the Eale Harbor and Nnowlezville Churches formed a
Chare under one pastor who lived n Knowlenville and the names are
listed in the Knowlesville Methodist history. Mr. Seore Wriht, a local
lay preacher, was in ch’are of Eale Harbor Church from I%I to I45.
Under his care this was a reriod of -rowth and stron’ Christian witness
for the Church. Durins the next 14 years asle Harbor and West Harre
forsed a Chare under the pastoral care of the Revs. Edward Cross, R. W.
Withers, lenn rewster, Jesse N. ‘7oun, E.T.Rowe and Cordon Frorer for
one year. Eale Harbor was then placed with Millville and Knowleevills
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Elmer Frink for one year. Since 1961
a-le Harbor and Knowlesvjlle have aain formed a pastoral Char’ae. Many
of the pastors ii: recent years have been Theoloical School students whc
could devote little time to their lar-e Ghares. In 1968 Conference
fave a financial suiDplemrL to the S le Harbor - Knowleeville Chare
for the pastor’s salary and for the first time in many years, since Oct
1968 they have had a full time nastor, the Rev. Howard Cabriel.
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Azon5 the nineteenth century 3hurches oranized in the Town of
3:ines was the Veslevan Methodist of t;le Harbor. Cnly one other of
t:tiz denominr.tion wa formed In Orleaxis County, the izhwood Wezleyan
Methodist Church which is very active In !c68.

This denomination, which was founded in Utica, Hew ‘rork In 1243,
has an interestir h2 story. The I.sthodist toiscoDal Church, after it
was orçtnized as an American denomination followin; the avolutionD.ry
Zr, nzrrsi.d very rapidly over an parts of the countr. This was due
partly to the fact that its doctrines aDpealed to many people and also
to the system of circuit ridin preachers whom the biihops sent out to
carr’ the ‘ospel to newly settled areas. The Church bad strinent rules
ainst slaverr. ivery slave owner who joined the Churc:i had to agree
to free his ‘laves. This was willir,1 done by the few memberq in the
north who owned slaves. But in the south where the whole economy of the
area was based on the institutIon of slavery, members refused to com
ply. In fact bad they been wfllin, to do SO they were prevented by
state l.ws atint manumission which were strictly enforced. 3eneral
Conference of the Methodist Church at that tine was ruled by a few bi
shops with abrolute power. The bishops decided to ignore the rule a
çain!t slave ownerihip and merely tau5ht that Church members should
treat their slaves fairly and teach them Christianity. As time went
on, however, in the northern states where slavery bad been abolished,
antislavery sentisent ‘nw stroiner while the system was becomin3 more
intrenched in the South. In this situatIon the bishops used all of
their power to prevent a arlit in the denomination and would not allow
the subject to be mentioned at General Conference. Since this was a
-reeable to dele’atea from the South and to others concerned only with
outward unity, it was those with stron’ convictions a3ainst slavery’
who were outra3ed :y the situation.

At the Methodist tpiscopal General Conference in 1840 a majority
report on is9uea of the times did not even mention the subject. Then
northern delegates tried to present a minority re’ort condemnin slav
ery, they ware ruled out of order and not allowed to present it. Con
ference adjourned without an apoarent break but imtediately afterward
a number of ministers withdrew from the denomination. Their cont:re’a
tions were heartll’r in favor of their motion and they took the name,
;iesleyan Methodist. The number of t’iese Churches which withdrew from
3onference continued to increase in New York State and in May 1643, a
conference was held in Utica. The €lezleyan Methodist Church was or
;anized as a denomination at that meetin3. They adopted a discipline
which prohibited the ownin- of 3lsves and the use of intozicatn3 li
quors; provided for lay representation in addItion to the cler3r at
conferences and the election of a presIdent of the conference by vote
of the deleates rather than the appointment of bishops by bizhopa.
Otherwise the new oranization resembled the Methodist ipiscopal Church
in many ways. Iesle’ran Methodist Churches spread quite rapidly from
kaine to flcaian béfore the Civil War.

In .Tle Harbor, a Weslevan Methodist Church was orpnized in Jtlyy
1843, only two nonth2 after the Utica Conference. Awon Phipps, Nathan
Shelley and. H. 3. Wirts were elected as the first trustees. After a

r few months of holdinj services in the homes of members or the schoolc,, house, they be’can to ‘,lan to build ameetin- house and raised the necec
sary funds. They secured a site on the south side of the canal, a littlE
east of the main road and construction was bezim in the early simmer of
I845 The buildin-z was ar’arently enclosed by Autust, for records at the

I—.
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County Clerk’ s Office show that the First We2leyan Methodist Society
of 0-ames was incoruorated at a meetinc held at their church at aie
Harbor, dated Au-ust 6, 1845. It was coro.ieted the followin veer. Lo
cail this frame buildin- was usually referred to as the “White Church”
and the urick saifice o’aeed ‘y Iethodi’t oiscopsls was krioz: as
the “Red Church. The Weeleyar. owned a par:onase which was the second
house north of the villae school house. After the Wesleyan Methodist
Church of Yates was or’.enized in I85 the Tale Harbor pastor also
served that Church.

When L Di-EAROM OF ORL’N3 COUNTY was mublished in 1694, the ;aistory
rave the membership of a1e Harbor Wesle n Methodist Church as 50,
and a Sunday School enrollment of 60 with Charles Bennett servin as
superintendent. Pastors who had served the Church up to that time were:
the Revs. Asa Warren, Samuel Salisbury, Mr. Masten, Jonathan Sibley, Jo
seoh Swallow, Benjamin Rider, 0. B. )oualas, P. 0-lanson, C. W. Swift,
D. B. aker, L. N. :rahl, John Randoluk, A. F. Dempsey, H. S. Bease,
. J. Pope, J. B. Flemin, R. F. Dutcher, 0. Wriht, F. 3. Lee, and
H. N. McDonald who hean his pastorate in April 1091.

Records of this Church are not available but a few facts about the
Church after 1894 have been learned from varIous sources. The Rev. Char
les Sicord became pastor in 1900 and served until 1503. It is not known
whether the Rev. McDonald continued his pastorate until 1900 or if one
or more other pastors led the flock durinC the closin5 years of the ocr
tury. Former pastor, Reuben Dutcher, made his home in Tele Harsor aftE
he retired from the ministry and is known to have supelied the pulpit s
times. A 1908 directory of Ubion and vicinit-r lists the Rev. Dutcher a
sumerlatendent of the :esleyan Sunday School at that time. The ev. H.
H. LaVere followed hr. 3icord in 1903 and remained as pastor for ei;ht
years. He was succeeded in 1912 by the Rev. Walter Readett. The Weole
an Methodists and the Methodist piscopals in Tale Harbor Cot alon
harmoniously and held each other in mutual respect. In October 1915,
while the ed church was hem” redecorated and remaired, the V. . con
reaton as ven the ue of the w te cmii-ch for theer ze-’vice

The Rev. Headett served the shwood and ale Harbor Churches until
ale Harbor Wesleyan Society disbanded in ISIS. The Readett fami

is well remembered in both communities. Miss Ruth Readett won the sw-rc
for irl: in the Sianor Prize Speaking Contest at Alhioo. Hih School in
1913 and her brother, Paul, won the boy’ s prize in that contest in I9I
Ruth Readett was married On June 21, 1917 to eoroe Whitaker who was
about to leave f’or overseas service in world war I. The ceremony was
performed in the White Church by Rev. Readett assisted by the Rev. C. B
Whitaker of Houhton, father of the oroom. The weddin reception and
dinner were hela in the parsonee.

On March 30, 1918, mhile the mrounds were being raked and the meet-
house put in ocd order for quarterly Conference which was to convene
there that evenin3 and continue the newt day, the Wesleyan Church cau’h
fire from burnin leaves and burned down in ‘oite of all efforts to ccv
it. 3ervices were continued for a time in a hell 12 the villse but th
membershin had declined duri the years and the smell conr3ation de
cided not to rebuild. When the eostponed Conference was held a few
weeks later at Aaoleton, the Rev. Readett was transferred to Olean and
the lasle Harbor Weslevan Church went out of existence.

Wnile osekine information about this Church it was learned that hr.
and Mrs. 0-eor2e Whiteker celebrated their 0-olden Wedding anniversary on
June 21, 1967 in California where they are enjoyin retirement.



DE MTE0DIST CUROH

The Free Methodist Church of 5-ames was or3anized in 1868 by the

0 Rev. -eor:;e P. Marceilus. Te Society purchsed the union meeting
house from tbe Free Oonreational Society which had disbanded as a
Church. The members repaired and painted the buildin, put in stained
lass windows and redecorated the interior so that t was again a wor
thy place in which to worship -od. The Church was served by pastors of
the Free Methodist Church of KemTonville which had been oranized a few
years earlier.

In 1870 revival cervices were held and many converts joined the new
Church and it became stron and active with a large 3unday 3chool. Re
cords are not available to show what the pek membership was hut in 1894
jae LLi K3 OF CRLZNS OF CL3 D0UTY was written, tae author ta
ted that the membership had been declinIn for several yetrs and was at
that time only about 40. The Sunday School was still well attended. The
pastors who had lived Th the Tcenyonville parconae and had served the
two Churches until that date were: the Revs. 5-. P. Marcellus, Win. Jack
son, N. A. More, J. Travis, 3. Chesbrouli, R. S. Phillips, 3-. P. Mar
cellus, C. . Essex, 5-. W. Worthington, J. K. Cheshrouh, J. J.
Thompson, W. T. Hoac, J. 5-. Terrill, W. Manning, F. Chamberlain and
A. 5-. Matthewson who was the pastor at that tires.

Before the end of the century the Kenyonville Free Methodist Church
had disbanded and the 3-ames Church had to nuuort a pastor alone and
supply a parsonae. The Society purchased a house located on a lane run-
nine north from the Rid9 Road on the east side of the meetline house.
The few survivian members of the Church in 1966 could ive few definite
facts reardin its history since 1994. But a few detaIls ferreted out
from various sources outline the closin twenty years or so of the life
of this Church. It is not known how lon Rev. Matthewnon continued as
pastor. An Orleans Oountr Directory for 1905 lists the Free Methodist
Church of 5-ames as bein withcu a pastor. A directory for lbion and
vicinity, dated 1908, names N. E. illis as pastor, Wllllam 3pauldin,
Supt. of the 3unday School, and Sunday services at 10:50 a. in. and 7:50
p. in. School records show that the Blowers family lived in 5-ames from
the fall of 1908 at least until the fall of 1911. Some residents of thd
villae remember that Rev. Blowers and family was the last pastor to livE
In the rarsonae on the lane. It was sold and moved to another location
when Conference transferred him to a different chre. The Free Metho
dist SocIety then acciuired the first house south of the Ridle, on the
west side of the road tb Five Corners. An old newsra-oer clirmin shows
that a Rev. Steele was pastor of the Church in 1912. An elderly former
resident of 5-ames remembered Rev, and Mrs. Kelley, Rev, and Mrs. cher
and their five children end Rev, and Mrs. Lattimore and their dau;hter,
Mabe’, livinR in the new parsonaflse durin the next few years. Mr. Lat
timore was probably the last pastor to serve the Free Methodist Church,
as it was becoming too weak to support a pastor. Most of the older mem
hers had died and the youneer ceneration had either moved away from the
community or lost interest in the Church. An item in an Albion paper
tells of Free Methodist quarterly Conference meetin hein held in the
5-sines Church, July 6, 1C17. This was probably the last veer that re-zu
lar services were held. Mr. Robert Woolston, who had lonf. been a conse
crated member, secured rreachers for occasional services and attempted

—- to revive interest in the Church hut his efforts met with so little suc
cess that he finally ave ur. I-a 1921, as the last survivinp trustee of
the Free Methodist Society of 5-ames, Robert Wooleton, sold the old
meetine house to John ,‘ uer. The buildin; wts never aeain used as a
church and was later purchased by the Town of 5-ames.

[
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flM HXRBCR MISSION

Q One reli’ious 3ociety was established in 3agle Harbor in the
present century. As it was sti.rtel more than twenty ye’tra tbsr the
‘desleyan Methodist meeting house burned and the society disbanded,
there have never been more than two Church or-anization or buildin%s
in the villa3e at the sme tine.

3azle Harbor Mission was orsanized in April, 1539 by the Say.
John flotzbaoh in a small buildin3 which had at one time been the
office of fli Waters’ apple dry house. The “roup soon purcha3ed this
.qiildin- which stood on the east side of the main strest, near the
north erA of the canal brid’e. At one period the Mission alro held
services in an old church on 1*st State 3treat in Albion. In 1S52
the member: built a new cbaral next to the old buildin’ which was
then torn down. The memertip of 3tgj.e Harbor MissIon has always
been small but very active and gives with ;reSt libsrality. They
usually give three times as much foitiissionar work as is spent for
maintainin3 their local pro3raia.

The 3roup is affiliated with fin L4issionary Alliance which has
headquarters at Lima , New York and operates Lima Bible Institute.
£a;le Harbor Mission supports a missionary in Kenya, Africa and helps
support the flim Oentar for treatment of druz addicts in New York
Oit7. June flotzbach Lindaley was at one time the missionary in
Africa whom the local Mission supported but because of her ill health
the Lindsleys were forced to return to the U. S. A. Another member
of the Mission, who is also a rmndt1au’hter of the late ev. John

Q
Klotzbach and Kr;. flotzbac, Miss Rachel Reid, -raduated in I&66
from Lima Bible Institute and is preachin3 in Wayland. iftar the
death of her husband, Mn. Viola flotzbach worked conecr:.tedly to
keep the Mission active, senin as leader and preacher in recent
years when there Ins been no reular pastor. She was assisted in
preachin-’ by her dau-thtsr, Mrs. Anna Reid. Mrs. Viola flotztach died
3eflember 25, 19F8, send her dtuthter has filled the offices held by
Mrs. Klotzbach since that date. Mrs. Reid, who has had three year
of Bible Institute train ut was never ordained as a minister, is
senin the Mission as preacher.

December 1968 offlcert of ‘tasle Harbor :zi,sion are: Mrs. iima
Reid, Lorne Klotzbach, and Mr. Mildred Kru3er - Trustaeo; Yra. Anna
aeld - 3ecretary and Treasurer; Mrs. Mil3rcd Kruger - President of
the Missionary lociety; leorze Reid - Thinday School Sufl. 9und9.y
worship ‘enjces are held at 2 p. n. and 7 p. m., 3unday 3chool at I
p. m. The Younz People’s Society meats Tuesday evenin3s ‘.nd Prayer
eieetin3: on Thursiay evenin-s.

?on’er pastors of Ea-1e Harbor Mission are the Revs. John flotz
bach , Clyde Jones, Darwin 3hea, 3enevieve fllliamson, flai4e Xarth,
Lorne flotzbach, Hollis tfilhelm, John P. flotzbach and David Turnbufl

M
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SHIL0I-: BPf 1ST ChURCh

3hiloh Bantijt Church is the voun’-est Church in the Torn of C-ames.
L This rour was ornized in the old . M. . church on Inersol st.,

on June 16, 1956. The Rev. Paul F’aust of the ‘irst Baptist Church of
Albion :nd the Rev. W. C-ordon Carter of the C-ames-Canton Larer
Parish, assisted the oastor. the ev. Johnnie Jobron in the orCaniza
tion of the Daurca with 12 c izrter me’ncers Services ure hela in the
Inersol 3t. meetin house until I6 when the school house at Ruddts
Corners was purchased. Pews and rulpit furniture were installed and
the school room made suitable for worshir services. The entrance was
remodeled with an office and restrooms.

Three vers later the money borrowed for the purchse of the cro
perty was paid. Nort-e :UTfl1fl. Ceremony was held on Sunday, aaril
21, I65. i.moz-i those takin :crt in the ceremcnT1 in addition to the
pastor and wifs,were Rev, and Mrs. 0. Bradford, Rev. Harris, pastor of
Macedonia B.otist Church of Brockort who was cuest speaker, and Rev.
Robert Clark, pastor of C-lad Tidin’ Baptist Church in Medina. t that
time the membership of Shiloh Church had increased to 88.

As Shiloh Baptist Church continued to row, plans were developed
for huildin an addition with basement to the north end of the present
church. The basement would include a kitchen and lare dinin room
which could also be used for educational and social purnoses and the
3roun floor would considerably enlare the present sanctuary. It was
also ulanned to olace a helfrr tonoed by a steeple over the main en
tr ace to the oh. suilaicT Tne ou1lain fun.1 car’pan was crried on
durin I95 and 1966.

D-roimd hreakin ceremonies for the baseent were held on June 12,
1966 at 5 p. m. Nia-ara Baptist soociation sent reetins by the mod
erator, the Rev. Lawrence flumley and was also rerresented by the ev.
Burton H. ntrekin of Medina Bantist Church, Mr. . T. LaMont and the
hey. Paul Beech of Gaines-Carlton Larer Parish. The Albion and Vicini
ty Ministerial .ssociation sent creetins by the Rev. Herbert Dory of
the Methodist Church of Albion and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vick brou’sht
‘sreetins from the Abion and Vicinity Council of Churches. also
bnin-in ar3etins to the Church were the Rev. dward C-unther of the
new York 3tate Convention nd hr. Lester Dsnham, Supervisor of the
Town of C-ames. The Rev. Murohy C-reen of Aenon Baptist Church, Roches
ter, pronounced the benediction. The bazemsnt was comoleted .tnd cover
ed with a temsorarr roof so it could be used the followin’ summer. fLiC
rest of the builin nroject will he undertaken as soon as funds are
avajlasle.

January 1969 membership is 125, Sunday School enrollment 55. Shiloh
Baptist Church under-the pastoral cire of the Rev. Johnnie Johnson, is
a member of Niara Baptist ssociation of American Baptist Convention,
suoports the Albion and Vicinitxr Council of Churches and the C-enesee —

Crleans Ministry of Concern. Sunday Morshin service is held at II A.k.
3un.day 3chool at ID .M. Prayer Meetin Wednesday at 7:50 f.M.

Officers are: Clerk - hiss uby ason. Treasurer - Mrs. 1. J. Car
neie; Trustees - Jake Patterson, Joe Lihtel, Curtis Jackson; Deacons

r Srown, Chmn., James Thomuson, W. . Moss, Curtis Jackson, Jake rat
terson Sunday School Sunt. James Thompson; -3. S. Sec. Veronica Pat
terson: Pres. Missionrv 5ori - Mrs. Johnnie Johnson; Pres. Deaconesses
ir Curtis I;ckson, 1otaer Boi-ra- Ir Dievelad ason, rs I I
arnec-:e, Mrs. Leonard Duson; Choir Director - Mrs. Johnuis Johnson.


