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Town of Clarendon

Clarendon is located in the southeastern corner of Orleans Coun
ty. The first white Iran to settle in the area, which was later set
up as the Ton of Clarendon, came in 1811. This was ldride Farwell
who built a saw mill by a waterfall on Sandy Creek that year and a
grist mill two years later. small settlement soon grew up around
Farwell’s Mills and only four years after he arrived and built the
first cabin,a Methodist piscoral Class is said to have been formed
there. Also in 1815 there were some people in the northwestern part
of the town who joined with Murray pioneers in oranizInS a Christian
Church.

3ettlement in Clarendon was rather slow and the State census of
1855 recorded a population of only 174%, the smallest of any town in
Orleans County. But at that date there were four Churches in the Town.
The Methodist piscoal Church which had developed from tht early
Class at Farwell’s Mills, later the villae of Clarendon, Universal
ist, the Christian Church whIch was at this date located at ManninS
in the westsrn part of the Town and a Free Will Baptist Church. One
other Church was oraanized a few years later, The United Brethren, 1r
1862. This was the only Church of that denomination in Orleans or any
adjacent •Cunty but they were numerous in Penn. It is interestIng
that thiAd’nomjnatjon which contributed the word ‘United’ to the Uni
ted Methodist Church which is the result of the most recent merger of
Methodist 5roups comDleted in 1968. In 1946 a union of the vanelicai
Church and the United rethren formed the vanelical United Brethorn,
.U.B., which In 1968 merged with the Methodist Church.

The Free ‘1Ill Batist Church never erected a meetin house. The
other f’our nineteenth century Churches built five edifices but since
one of these was a replacement for the first M. . Church which was
destroyed by fire there were never more than four houses of worship
in Clarendon. The first to he erected in the town was the larOs Uni
versalist church constructed of stone from local quarries. It is stil]
standIng in excellent condition hut Universalist oranization died oui
about 1959. The small frame meeting house of the Christian Church wa
built at Manning in 1039 and used for services until the membership
became too small to continue. The old huild1nc was still standing in
1968 in use as afarm storae. The second buildjn erected by the i1et
odists in 18°) was used by theni until the fall of 1967. In 1969 the
buildin was sold to be remodeled into a dwe1lIn house. The United
Brethren meeting house was built in 186Q and used by them for only a
little over ten years. It stood for many years, raduallv fallinR
down was finallr razed in 1014.

There is now only one Church in the Town of Clarendon. This is th
Disciples United Methodist, formed in October 1966 by the merin of
the Clarendon Methodists and the Holley Methodist Church. This new
Church plans to minister to the reliIous needs of the ueople of the
Town of Clarendon and those formerly served by the Holley Church. The
large builc1jn located In the Town a short distance north of the vii
laze of Clarendon was dosIned. to 1erovi5e space for worship, Christia:
Jucation, and meeting place for all or%anizations of the Church. It
was built in 196% on a twenty acre site.
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jhe oldet of the Churche active in the Towa of Dlarenaon durZn
the nineteenth c:aurv was organized, not in DL.rend.on but in the
Town 01 I’.urray. It Was later nown as the Christian Church o
or West Clarendon.

. zrour of Christian people who dii. not wish to ac
cert the doctrines of any of the v-trjcus denomin tion: of that period,
met at the cabin of illia Thrnham in ectember, 1315. Chic c.bin
was located in the Town of i:urray, about a mile and one half north
west of the present village o Hollew.

LDLiFJ3 OF CRLiN3 DQUTY zave records o the oraanization of
that Church as feiC owe: We, whose names are written in this book,
acknowlei.re ourselves a Chirch 07 Christ, takinf Christ the son of
-od for our leader, master and lawiver and the Sorirturee for our
rule of faith and uractice. In the firt place a few names were join
ed toether bT Daniel Brackett; then about the firt of Nove: r, 1815
a few were added by. lder Iorris. Then, in the month of March, 1617,
the Church w.s reularlv orzanized by lders Ro inson Drith and Joseph
i.Cer.U The followin nnies were recorded: ‘Daniel Brackett, Jesse
Iverts, Doc.s Tverts, Urania verts, Paul Kin’s , binthrp Youn,
7iiliIr Whitney, 3rah Whitney, Sarah Brackett, Thaddeus .u:tin, Eu
nics Thin, Robineon Saith, Joseph Terry. . B. Worden, Follina Wor
den, eter Miller, Esther Miller, Susannah 7oun3, John Stockwell,
Levi Preston, William Burnhm, Phebe,Eumnham, Zebulon Rice, Folly
Need.

The youn Church continued to meet ifl the -urniaam home or cther
cabins in that vicinity, for a number of years. Dunn; that time, the
Revs. Daniel Brackett, Robiaon Saith and Joseph ador, served as

pastore.durin thttim. 1bout 1824 the place of meetinf was chan-ed
to a school hou-e in the western part of Clarendon. In 1326 . small
3ociety of Chr stiane was formed in the eastern part of the Town of

Clarsndon. fter holdin meetin for about three vear1 this -noun
united with tne older Chnasta..n Cnurch.

In 1839, Daniel Bnackett flave ./eite at West Clarendon, lter c .11-
ed Mannin, and the Christian meetin house was built there t1ut same
year at a cost of about 2,ODO. The Church continued to increse in
member—hip and to minister to the spiritual needs of the ocrzmunity for
many ;Tear:. Tn 1374, dunn-: the pastorate of the Rcv. I. W. Lwton,
the member: had the meetin; house repaired and improved at t o7
I,OOO. One of the pas-or: of the Ohrieti’n Church of i-lana... - , the
Rev. Warren Vreeland, served lor a time as President of Western ew
ork ChritIan Conference of which the Mannina Church ws.s a member.

.[ren L )kRK-3 OF OLh3 DCZlT was rublished in Z4, the Maiming
Caurcn was carrrin- on an active oror-.r. pastors who had served the
hrch from 32 1, whn the 3ocietv roved to Clerendon until 1894 were:

the deva. - Daniel r:ckett, Ezra Smith, aaron Donnish, Ezra D-ates,
Richard Davis, .. C. Prker, W. T. Daton, J. D. Childs, Josenk Weeks,
H. 3. Fi:h, F. R. Hoa3, I. T. Tnvon , I. 0. Parker, lias Jones, I--mes
W. Lawton, Janren Vre:lani., J. 3. Clark, lias Jones, C. C. koou:,
::rren Vreeland, nd C. C. Moore who was servin-z a second pastorate in
:ta4 nd for an unknown period afterward.

There is no complete list of pastors a-fter that date but some re

cords 02 the closiru; chapters of the life of the Nannin: Christian
Church Wer6 found. awird was ordained to the mi-qistrr In
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in the charch ofl Sertember 27, 1912 and occul:ied. the pupit at var
ious i’es T-C also eea as pastor of Cristan Dztrcnez t Pem
broke and Ca stile. The ifannins Church had beun to decline n isem
bership duri.n the early years of the present century. The sv. C. R.
Newman of ast C-ames was the last pastor of the Church, servins full
time I or a number of vear until 1917. s he was an elaerlv

..

he
did not attempt to drive from his home to Mannins aurinf the winter
months after that date, but continued to serve the Church durin the
rest of the year for some time. Several people joined the Church dur
in the summer of I.2O and ev. Newman welcomed them into the member
ship on October 5I with the riht hand of fellowship. The fin-l
reular ureachinç service was held in the Mannn Christian Church
on a Sunday in the surin of 1C21. For a number of years the few
mem:ers rernainin in the vicinity held a business meetina and Prayer
Service once o)raar until October 1C28 when the old meetins house was
sold to Jilliam C-avlord and the uroceeds turned over to the Western
New York Christian Conference.

This Christian Church had carried on active witness for Christ
for more than a century and their house of worshir in Nannin stood
for nearly 90 years before the steeole was removed and it was made
into a ootsto storage.

is__,
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The Universcli:ts erected the firfl 3hurch edifice in th town of
Olarendon, a fine sub”tantil stone structure, still standing in 196S.
They were also the first to leçally ortanize as a reliflouz society
but that action dId not take place in Clarendon. n; early re3i-
dents of fltrendon and Murray were a number who held the Universalist
intervretation o2 the Eible. These people met occasionally, with the

• pastor of a Universalist Ohurch in Paita preaching to them. ccordin
to 142D kARX3 OF 0L!CS COffiZTY, a Society was fowed in 1827 which
met more reçilarly. On Yovember 3, 1832, in trolley, this society in
corporated as the First Universalist aociety of 3larerdon and 3outh
Murray.

The constituent members of the new Church were; fldredrçe Fanell,
David !zatson James Orr, )eore A. Porter, fli Eickford, Henry Nether-
bee, Benjamin Mallory, zekiel Lee, 3dwaM Squires, Harlow Wells,
Horace Koffatt, Levi E.rd and David Matson Jr. It is interestini to
note that these first members were all men. Many etrly Churches.bacan
with more women than men in the memberchip even thofl they were al
lowed no voice in the proceedin’s. The Universalist Church usuUly
held their meetLn altern9tely in Olc.rendon and trolley school houses,
for about four years.

In 1S36, fldrei’e Fanrell save land in the villae of flarendon to
the Society. Plans were then made for immediate buildIng. ontractor
Philio Preston and stone masons, Levi Davis and 3eth Knowls erected
the church there, usin stone from local quarries, the belfry was top
ped by a lofty spire. The edifice had a lare saatin3 oapcity with
;alleries extendin; nearly around the interior. The pulpit was at h
the north end and the choir loft in the ‘tallen at the ovposite end 0?

the auditorium. The cost of the buildin’t was about $2,500.00

xtensive alterations were Dade to the edifice in 1870. The aide
gallerIes were removed, the --ultit moved to the south end of the room
and the seating rever9ed. The choir was placed near the pulpIt, the
walls frescoed and a mur ‘.1 painted on the south w .11. Horse sheds
had been built alon the south e&’e of the troperty at an “iown date
and apparently each member either built or paid for his own shed, for
the name of the owner appecred on each one. ibout 1677 the spIre a
bpve the belfr-’ was consIdered dan’eroua .znd was removed. .Xzrins 18&7
qarnona’ze ts built on the Dropert-T just west of the church. I wini
ws added on the east side of the c:2urch ne..r the back fr 1896. It
wa, carefully constructed of iton to match the ori-inal buildirr. The
annex, as it was usutlly called, provided space for a dinin- room and
kitchen and many social events were held there.

The incorporated nra of the Ohurch was coon for’otten but the
flarendon UniversEligt Ohurch as it was commonly known, continued to
be ctron3 and active for about eI’thtv years. Then, as older members —

died and some of their descendants riovad any, the Dhurch failed to
attract new members and interest, :;d Attendance at services betan to
decreae in the twentieth centun. Dunn— this period, file some of
the older f4thful members were still livin, they be’an to worry

Q. \ about their beautiful Church cdi fice bein used for com,ercial ur

) poses if the Universalist 3ocistv should ‘o out of existence. The
trustees therefore deeded the prOerty t. the New York State Universa
list Society, while services were still bein3 held. about IS32 the

— - .. — —
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conre:;ation became so small that a pastor could no loner be supported
and the Church was closed.

‘or fifteen years no services were held in the Clarendon Universa
list Church. Then a few members still livin in the comrurity, decided
to try to do somethinc. The: made plans for an Old Home Dy at the
Church in June 1947. They worked to arran:e a ood pro:rais and create
interest in the proect. They were so successful in drwins many peo
ple to the celebration that day, and in reawakenin’ concern for reiiion
that relar Cunday services were resumed and a :Cundav school ormized.
flso a branch of the Association ol Univer:uJist Women was formed. 4any
socil activities were carried on. The ?ev. Donald Lawson, pastor of
Pullman Universalist Church in flhion,accected. a call to also serve the
Clarendon Church when it reowened.

oemers of the Church and the con’reation went to work with a will
and the isroperty was asain uut into oood condition. The stone wails
were pointed up, furnaces installed in both church and parsonae. the
auditorium redecorated and the organ electrified. Also new furniture
for the dininç room and -3unday 3chool and new kitchen eQuiPment were
purchased. Durin this period of activity while restorin: the propert
interest remained stronp and attendance at services wa zood. After
the work was comrleted attendance at Sunday worship services beCan to
diminish nd after only twelve years of aain carrvin3 on a rli icus
prorzaa: the Clarendon Universalist Church closed permanently in 1959.

After the Univeroalists mer’ed with the Unitarians, the New York
Universalist Convention went out of existence and before doin: so deed
ed the Clarendon Church back to the almost defunct Universalist Societ
there. Two of the older members, saJe:aed by the closin of their be
loved Church and not wishin the beautiful edifice ‘o be used [or othei
than relifious or nfcitl social purooses, or to finally fsll in
ruins, made plans for keeriu- the buildino, as a distinguished lusthoari
A corcororation was forued - The Clarendon Universalist Church Freser
vation Society- and, on March 17, 1967 the Corporation received the
deed of the -oropertv. Members of the coruoration are descendants of
Levi Davis, one of the stone masons who constructed the church and of
Mr. sad Mrs. B. Hritt Andrus, who were members for many years. They
are, Mrs. Herbert 5-. Salisbury, Mrs. arle D. Smith, of Clarendon, Ar,
Earland. A. Smith of Rochester and Mr. Paul C. Smith of Short Hills ,Ne
Jersey.

±astors wno served the Churci: Tne devo. Calvin Morcon, Isaac ru
well, Alfred Peck, Russell Tomlinson, Win. Andrews, Cuarles Hammond,
Nathan Sawyer, Seth Reminton, L. L. Spauidin, Thomas Clark, im. Cool
H. L. Hayward, Alonson Kelser, J. j. huotin, Nelson, Sneil, Wm. Mnott,

1. Randoich, Win. Breoffle, D. C. Tomlinson, J. C. Tansom, 1. R. Ot
toway, P. 5. Peck, . L. Conklin, H. A, Markley, W. S. C-.sodell, H.
Z. Rieel, Lewis H. Robinson, ?. J. An :el, H. A. Lenz, D. N. Plower
1. V. Lobdell, . P. Wood, Donald Lawson and Jose h L. Sullivan, Tb.]
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DLlRN COb TEODI3T CHURCH

- tbod—t inoaal Cias is ad to have been formed at the
little settlement known as FarwellH Mills in 1815, only live ysare
after the first settler came to that spot. As Rideway Circuit of
Methodist of Methodist pisco.:al Preacher who served thi: whole
area of western Mew York for come year:, was not st up until late
in 1616, thIs early class must have been foraed by consecrated lay
men and was probably visited occasionally by a minister from older
settlements farther east in what was then -enesee County. The irst
minister aentioned was I-rod Chamberlain. The class continued to
meet in the homes of meahere and then in ties school house as the vil
lae drsw and membership increased. The Methodists did not oranize

a Church for thirt-T years even thcu.h tiaev maintained reular wer
chic services. Fin:llr their membsrshi had increased so muh that a
meetin- house of their own was urgently needed. On February 2, 1b42 the
members oreanized and incoraorztei under the name, First Methodist
mieco1l Church and 3ocietv of Clarendon. The minister at that time
was the Rev. Reuben Foot who actel as moderator and eor:e li. Cope-
land as secretary of the meetin;.

For :ome reason the aiaurch deL.yed three years loner before be
innin to build. Fall durin :E5I a substantial frame meetin
house was ereuted on land civen her Mr Comeland and, dedicated late in
Decwzber. The Rev. 3imeon 3mith was the pastor. The little settle
ment of Farwell’ s Mills had lon: before -ecome the village of Claren
don.

The membarshio continued to -row and twenty years later the build
inC was remodeled, enlared and improved. daditional land east of the
church was purohsed on which sheds were uilt to shelter the i1OI39S
of the conere-atjon. e picture of the first Clarendon M. L Church
shows it as an attractive white edifice faci-e- south, flanked by two
tall trees and the frounde separated from the street by a neat white
fence. ]-aore li. Corland a’-ain donated land to the 3ociety in 1C7
this time for a narsonae which was built at a cost of about I5OO.
The Clarendon Churc:a had uuslly been joined with the Hulberton H. .
Church under the care of a pastor who lived in that villae. in 1b79,
however, the pastor, C. W. 3wift, moved his famil into the new par
aona3e at Clarendon.

In 18C2 the Clarendon Methodists lost their ::eloved Church build
m durieC tne fire leach deroed uch uropert’ an tne valla e ibis
members promrtly entered upon the task of cleanin3 up ties debris and
builiin a new edifice on the same site. basement woo constructed to
provide soace for furnace, a 1re cistern , kitchen and 1mm1 room
which was also used for lunlay Ichool classes. The entrance to the
sanctuary above was reached by a rather lon set of outside steps.
he new church was hilt at a cost of about 4,OCO and was dcli catsi,
debt free, in Novem-er 1B93. 3ervices had been held in the Town Hall
durina the preceedin-,year.

.Durins the isresent csntur- the buildins has been keot in repair
and the eanctuarir redecorated as necessarj. lifts and memorials have
aaasa neeo.ed eauipment such as pi:a-os for sanctuary and 3unda Cchool
and the mresent or’an, alo amoolatments to add to the atmosihere of
worship. includine candelabras and the picture of Christ in the l-arde:a

o itheme.

ls bacerient ha: been remodeled from tae totinie to meet chanlin
need:, In recent years the tcr hc 1rO -azsl, rest rooms

— r•:’



ad.ded and the dinin room, which is used for chilren e classe?, Cfl

irged. In I59, Herbert Van.meron nave and installed two new oil
burner urnaces. As the early members sf the Clarendon M. E. Church
save enarouely to make their House of 3-od a worthy place in which to
worship Him, so throuh the years, later members continued to contri
bute time, talents and money to the Dhurc±a.

s a means of promotinc community fellowship, the Church sponsor
ed a roubnown as the Friendly Folks, for about twenty years beinn1n
in the er’ly 1950’s. Neihborhood meetins were held in different
homes one Sunday 3venjnc each month with a tureen supper followed by
the sin-in of fvorita hymns, scripture readin- and brief remarks by
the pastor. Communitr spirit was once fostered in the Clarendon Metho
diet Church by the fact that so many families of early settlers in the
community were reoresented in the Church for several enerations. Kow
lijah Root is the only early member still represented in the Church by
descendants William C. Root and his son Royce Root.

The women of the Church many years ao or:anized a Ladies id and
a Kissionary Society to helo car’v on the work. In more recent year’;
these have been reorFanized a 1m oan’s Society of Christian 3ervico
.t the beinnin of this centi in an active pworth Leaue.
Now they beloni to the Methodist Youth Fellowshio in two ae Froucs. Un
til recenti the eniors met with the Holley rouo and the juniors at
tac local Caurch unaer the leadersaim of Charles bowen and Kr. ana Mrs.
Royce Root.

The Clarendon and Hulberton Churches were br many years served
by one pastor. Since the Hulberton Society disbanded twenty years or
so ano the Church has been under the care of the Holley Methodist pas-
tor. Often a ColTate - Rochester Divinity 3chool served as pastor.
lthou’h they were usually consecrated men it was imnossible for them
to ive adequate leadership to two Churches on a part time basis. Mem
bership and interest in both Churches declined. Then for a time they
were without any reaular pastor. On February I, 1965 Conference ar
pointed the Rev. Donald N. Coburn as lull time pastor to the char’e.
Kr. Coburn et to work with enerv and consecration to build uc the
Caurches. tear or so earlir the student pastor had euested the
idea of the two Cb.urches msrcin as both concreations were c, but
no definite steps were taken in that direction. As the Rev” able
to build ur interest in the Holley Church and attendance increased the
lack of parkin scace for cars and lack of space for Sunday school
classes caused other rohlems. Durin 1966 the idea of unitin to form
a stron new Church was aFain considered. Aftsr numsrous meetinpto
carefully exolore all anles of the situation, The Olarendon Methodist
Church and the First Methodist Church ob Hollev voted on November 15,
1966 to become one con’;reation and to purchase a site for a new edi
fice. In Januar 1967 oficers were elected for the United Church and
a budset of I7,4f5 for oneratin; exoenses and Conference assessments
adopted. The fficial board of the united con;re’ations then approved
te name, Disciples Methodist Church, for the new orsanization. Flans
were made for the eurchase of a suitable site and the financial cam
pain for buildin funds. The fund drive in October, 1967 broumht in
oleiges for well over 57,000 . Asite on the Holley Ciarendon Road,
less than a mile north east from the villae of Clarendon, was secured.
3-round reakin rmonies were held on June 25, 1968 and Disciples
Methodist Churc. erected durinb the summer and I ll. January I,
1a69 the work has croceeded to the point of installation of heatin
equipment and interior finishes. It is clanned that the buildin will
he ready use and Dedication in the comine sprine.

—--—
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For a time after the mener was vote!, the two con?re-’rtion wor
dhiped In their own buildinis and services were held as usual in the

r ‘i Clarendon ):ethodist church. The Youth ‘roups and the two Women’ s so
( (.) cieties mer”ed at once ml held meatinas alternately in the two com
%_. ( muni ias. Later the con-,rerations joined in worshipir toether usin3

each church on alternate Sundays. In the fall of 1966, in order tc
avoid the cost of heatin’ç both buildins services and 3unfly 3chool
sessions ware all held in the Holley edifice. Officers and Board and
Commission members who earn out the pronms of Disciples Methodist
Church are elected from both the former Clarandon and Holley members.

The Olarendon Church was alw.Lys served by pastors from the Hulber
ton or the Holley Churches and are listed in those Church histories.

.fter servin’ the reli”ious needs of many Clarendon people as a
Methodist 3piscop•.l Class for more than thirty years and, then as the
Methodist Church of Clarendon for almost a oantury, members of the old
Church are oontinuin% to serve the spiritual nseds of the area as part
of the new Disciples Methodist Church whose edifice is located in the
Town of Clarendon and which is now the only active Church in the Town.

4..
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F’R WILL BBTi3T CHUROHE

Two Free Will Baptist Churches were oranized in Clarenj=on.
County histories baremention the first one, merely statins that a
Free Will Baptist Church ws oranized at an early date in the ast
tern part of the Town. It was orobably not orsanized as early as
that statement would indic:te, for Free Will Baptist recorcLs list a
Diarendon Church for the first time in 1855. t that time a member
shim of 22 but no pastor was rerorted. This Church never reoorted a
pastor so it is most likely that services were held only 030aeiOflhi:T
when a aini3ter was avai lable. The members never built a meetin
house.

The SecOnd Free Will Pautist Church was formed on wril 7, 1846,
ir tne ceeoo1 noue ie District 1\T0 IC, aout t o miles soumn o tne
villae of Olarendon. Twentv-tnee persons met on that date and1un-
der t uidance of the hey. Eli Hannibal, pastor of the East Kendall
‘ree Will Ba tist Cnurch, Elder er-’uon lder rcn;oald de-nemt

of their own srour, oranized as a Church. Chester Hawley wee elect
ed as Church Clerk and Treasurer, Jehiah 3-lidden as Deacon and John
Hawley , assistant Deacon. Four years later the rou fron East
Clarajon mer ed tth tne ne r Caurca. rhich carrid or .n acire vizi
istry anl won new members so that for some years there ware more than
one hundred on the Church roil.

In 1C59 the place of meetinc was chanEed to the school house in
District ho. 4, which was about a mile farther south. The Free Will
Baptists never erected an edifice of their own but continued to hOld
services in the school house br about twenty years. For some reason
when the consecrated founders of the Second Free ill Baptist Church
of Clarendon died, their descendants and others who moved into the
vicinity failed to support the work with the same devotion and after
L.70 membershi-c in the Church declined steadily. After 1877 they
could no lon7er suroort a pastor. or a few years occasionalerVioe3
were held with the Rev. C. Putnam of Byron eupplyin.e the ouluit . The
last records of the Church were in I87 when Richard Eabbae was
Church Clerk and the mershership was 20. There are no futher refer
ences to this Church and it probably went out of existence soon after
1880.

Elder Archibald Bennett was the first pastor of the Second Free
Will Baptist Church of Clarendon and continued his ainistry there for
five years. He was followed by the hevs. A. G1lmn, WIiliss Peck,
Charles Cook. Shubael Stevens, Walter Bolt, 3. 3. Stevens alain,
Alfred Clmsted and C. L. M. Rollin who served until 1377.



PS CHIEICH OF TEE USflD Rfl%R&W

The list nineteenth century Church to be orçLnized in the Town of
2larendon was the Church of the United Prethren, the only one of that
denomination formed in Orleans County. Thi Church went out of exie
only about twenty yec.rs after orçanization.

This deno2ination was founded by Philip William Otterbein who came
to Pennsylvania fror Germany in 1753 as a minister of the German Re
fornD. Church. In this country he experienced a deeper reli;ious con
viction, perh.ps from contact with enthusizstio Methodists. He was a
rreacher of ‘reat persuasiveness and won many followers who wars also
dissati tfied with the teachin3s 01’ the loxtan Reforred Dhurch. Sith
Martin Boehm, a preacber of sirilar deep ;arsonal convIction, £s .in
associate, Philip Otterbin formed a German Speakin Church with doc
trine and onanizatlon similar to that of the Methodist 3piscQ’al
Dhurch. The first azmufl conference of the denominatIon was held in
1800. Liter or course, snflish was used in Church services.

The U. B. Church in Clarendon ws ortanized at the Brown school
house In the western part o° the town In the suzuter of I32 by the 21ev.
Jacob 9. Erb of Buffalo. It be;an mo3t auspiciou3ly with 30 charter
remben and RevS7 enin ag pastor. liles Orcutt na choen as class
leader and re’zular services were maintained in the Brown school house
for seven ysars.

In 1869 the rnember decid9d to uIld a meetin; house of their own.
They incorporated with Horace Coy, Giles H. Orcutt and Geore Lawrence
as Trustees. A lot was donated just south of the zchool house rounds
in District No. 10 and ‘)aniel P. Albert hired to erect the small frtme
buildin3. It was dedicated later tint year with the Rev. John Hill fro:
Penn. preachin; the dedicatory sermon. The Church wis a member o the
irie Conference of United retbren Churches • One of the leading members
and officers of this Church was R U. B. clartyman, Horce Coy, but he
never cervel as pastor of Wv hone Church. Paatorwho followed LI;v. J.
B. £rb vera the Revs. D. C. itarkey, Hodce, Philander Pierce, Parker,
Butterfield, I. J. Bowen, I. Cole, Bennett and G. B. Vaniaters who was
pastor in 1ts79.

There are no further records of this Church so it must lis.ve closed
soon .fter 1880. i’ant Orcutt, son of ailes H. Orcutt, one o2 the earl
trustees, could not remember ever attending attendinç services. Ee w—s
born in 1278 and In I! 67 could rerember as a small Soy ‘oin; into the
abandoned weatin- house with other children frost the school next door.
The melodeon which had been used in the services was still there and
the children tried to play It. Many years later when Miss Julia Xc
Alllster tautt school iz2 Di-trict No. 10 the uvils still liked to plc.
in the old church. It was very dilapidated by that time as it had na
ver been repaired sxid she made everT effort to keep the children from
3oinR into the bu5ldlh-. !Ci Mcaflister.well rewembers the day in IcI
when lea sons were dqturhed !“ a crahin” noise and t..13r saw a cloud of
duat comin% fro. the church. The roof had suddenly fallen in. Not lon
afterward the old meetir house was completely torn down. In 1968
most residents of the Town do not thow that the Church of the Brethren
ever existed there.



iJI3CIPL3 UNITED METhODIST CHURCH

Discioles i’ethodist Church was formed in October, 1966 when the
irst :ethodist Church of Clarendon and the First ethodist Church
of Holley voted to merge. The two Churches had been served by the
same nistor for many years. 3ince 1950 most of the ministers had been
students at 0olate-Rochester Divinity 3chool and could give little
time to either Church and both had declined in membership. In Feb.
1965 the Rev.Donald K. Coburn was sent to the charSe by Conference,
as a full time pastor. This voun, eneretic and consecrated leader
bean his work ‘cv becomjncz well acquainted with the Church members
and with the communities. He was then able to lead the con.reations
in improvinsthe prozrams o both Churches. 3oon new v1or and inter
est was experienced in all oranizations . With increasing attend
ance at worshio services and mday 3chool, the lack of oarkin space
and class rooms which had lonS been a problem far the Halley Church,
became more acute., Durin 1966, th pastor, wMle continuing to
build up the Churches, devoted much time to exnlorin the possibility
of unitin them Into one stron Church which could erect an edifice
ample for all their nro.ranjs and with sufficient parkin space.

after the organization of the new Church in the fall of 1966, the
search for a suitable site and careful consideration of the type and
size of building needed for the new Church with its various or3aniza-
tions and many prorams took up the early months of 1967. twenty-
acre site on the west side of the Holley Clarendon Road, less than a
mile north east of Clarendon was nurchased, and a cam1)ain for huildin
funds planned. Curin the fund drive in October more than 57,00 was
pledged. William H. uilford wa general chairman of the fund ra1Bin
campa1n. building Committee was set up with hruce C. Rodwell as
chairman and Tracy 3mithas vice-chairman. flans submitted by architect
3helren, Patterson and Marzec were aporoved by the committee early in
I968.Mannin5r, 3quires and Henni were hired as the general contract
or and :roUfld breakinc ceremonies were held on June 23, 1c68. Iork
proceeded ranidly and the 5uildin was enclosed before winter. Heatin
Flumb1n and lihtin were installed during the winter and then member
of the conreation did much of the work of cleanIng, finishin, and
paintin’ the interior in order to keep down the cost.

Discinles Wethodist Church held their first service in their new
buildin on May 4, 196% and the service of dedication was on June I.
In June, the Rev. Coburn, who had led the Clarendon :,nd Holley etho
diet Churches in accomplishin so much durin his five and a quarter
:T5T rastorate was transferred by Conference to another Church. The
Rev. Brothers followed immediately and is serving with consecration.

When services in the buildIng were started in way, radin around
the edifice hd been done and usable driveways and parkin area devel
coed. iurin the remainder of 1569 a small lawn was seeded and some
planting done and other outside improvements made. Also the interior

more completely fitted fitted for the needs of the various clasee
ani or3niztions. Y’a’lz; 1970 plans are he1n made to develols Plc—
nrc anu Cmp1n area and ball grounds, improve tias parkin lot and
landscape the twsnty-acre site. t the same time memers and pastor
are worbin. toether to increase their Christian ministry.

Crçanization of the Church are: Woman’ s 3oclety of Christian 3cr-
vice, Methodist ben and Methodist Youth Fellowship.



Discitles United Methodist Church in January W70, has a member
ship of 310. The administration and ministry of the Church is carried
on y an dmInistrative Board, Council on Ministries and several Corn
mittees which include too many people to list in this brief history.
Some of the key officers from this lare group are: Pastor - The Rev.
Rae L. Prothers, Lay Leader - Mr. Hyron Parsons, Lay Member of Doff.
Miss Irene c1ribson, Church Treas. — Mrs. Milton owen, 3enev, Troas. —

Mrs. Donald aines, Fld. Fund. Treas. - Mr. Dayton ullock, Recording
Sec. — Miss. Patricia Smith, Chmn. 3d. of Trustees— Mr. Tracy Smith,
Sup’t of Church School- Mrs. John Ward, Coordinator of Childrens Work
Miss Patricia Smith, Co’r. Youth Work - Mr. Fletcher Brothers, Co’r
Family Life -Mr. William Guilford, Youth iem. of Ad. 3d. Iiss Marcia
allaher, Pres. W. 5. 0. 5. - Mrs. Harry Bowen. Church Historian -

Miss Irene Dibson.

Sunday Services : Church School 9:45, Morning Worship 11D0,
Methodist Youth Fellowship 7:00 P. M.
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