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Scotland on Nov. 6, 1912.

This interview was conducted on her birthday by

Arden McAllister,
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This interview is conducted by Helen licAllister of lledina with
lirs. kebecca vood Kehnedy of the South Culvert Road in ledina.
jirs. Kennedy was born in Glasgow, Scotland and came to America

as a child of 10,

0-K, liaggie, would you tell us please where and when you were bor
and the circumstances of your birth ?

I was born on November 6, 1912 in Glasgow, Scotland. And my moth
was Iwiar%% Cameron. Liy father was Alexander Robertson.
You said that your mother was ill ?

Yes, my mother was - - oh - - sort of, she wasn't a weakling, the
not the idea, but she was not sturdy and healthy and she had this
very acti&e youngstér.

This was in Scotland and it was ‘ar Time ?

viell 1912, we were leading up to the war. And my mother and fatl
were having a hard time making things go so she returned to her
parents home, Grandme Cameron, to get the medical attention that
needed and the rest and eventually she was well enough to go to !
Your mother ?

liy mother. And she went in to & mill. Now one of her companion
being married by 1914, there-a-bouts, and the girls all decided
but liary Cameron came home from work and washed her long hair an
out to the cathedral where the marriage was being held. There w
coal to heat the cathedral and she sat there with & wet head. Th
the way home, the trolley car was not coming fast enough to suit
so she began to walk and she got drenched to the skin in a showe

rain., And as a result of this she came down with a cold which
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developed into tuberculosis. 4nd shortly thereafter she died. I was
with my Grandmother Cameron and my father every so often would come an
collect me on a Saturday or a Sunday and take me off fo r a day's
outing. Grandme Cameron had another daughter, iargaret, and her husba
Sam, who used to look out for me, buy me clothing and toys and so on.
When my own father fell away from taking care or sponsoring me in any
fashion Sam and kargaret invited Grandmother and myself to move into t
home which was in a new section of the town in an area called Gowver Hi
and it was from their house that I went to school in 1917 - 1918.

What was the school like where you went £

It was a biig building through a child's eye. It had 3 stories and it
made of, I presume it must have been sandstone cause that's what the
houses were made of and it was near by our home because all I had to ¢
was walk up 2 or 3 doors to the end of the street and then along half
block to my right. This made it nice cause I could FEXXXEKEXE skin hor
11 o'clock to get my snack and 12:30 come home for my lunch and then Vv
quit school at 4 in the afternoon. EARATEER Between 3 and 4 we had,
like Home Economics, knitting or sewing or something like that. Zven
little ones, little children.

You went to that school until, how far ?

1923, that would be 5 years worth of school there.

To the Fifth grade then. You said, what kind of work, let's éee yo
weren't really adopted, what would you call it - - -

No I was not adopted at that time.

What kind of work did Samuel Wood do ?

uy father was a electrician over on the other side.

This is your, you call him your father now right ?

lly adopted father. I don't know much about my- own father.

0-K so from here we'll call Samuel your father.

That's right., My father was an electrician and he worked, in the waa
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he worked for the British Navy in the liarine Division of the building
trades. 4and at the time of our immigration he had moved to, into &
factory where they made shoes. And the name of that factory was X. Je
maintenance

Dick and my father was the top XRIHIIER man of all these machines tha
did the sewing and the splashing of the glue and i¥x= what-not and he
could not see that he was going to be able to advance himself in any
fashion and it would be soon time for me to go to work because the
ordinary family didn't send their children to secondary school. And 1
always had it in the back of their minds that maybe Alexander would st
up and say, “"Well alright she's 14, I want my daughter back now.ﬁ So 1
is what prompted their1m§migration to America.

Did they, when you came, waahMargaret and Samuel to America, do you K
if they contacted your blodd father ?

ﬁo,to the best of my knowledge they did not. And it was an arrangemel
where-by lieg and Sam and myself picked up and came to Americs.

Let's see you would have been about 10 years old then you said ?
Yes I was 10 when I came to this country.

Would you tell us about, pretend we're just getting on a ship, do you
remember anything about that % \ihat was the ship like and all that ?
I just remember that there was lots and lots of excitment about it an
I got myself engaged to my cousin.

Did people come down to see you off.

Unhuh, and at the time of our leaving, we were sailing on August 1lst
but it was necessary for us to go aboard on July 31 so that we would
able to sail at midnight tide, ihen we got down, all our packages &
our sea chests and what-not: were aboard, kother and Dad asked the
grandparents if they WOﬁld come aboard and see our accommodations an
when we got aboard we found out that the barber, lady's hairdresser,

the ship had been a student of my grandfather in the college, in. the
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Eairdressing College in Glasgow. 3So, of course we wvere invited in fo:
Tea.

Your grandfather taught then in the college ?

Unhuh, hairdressing and barbering.

S0 you had Tea.

‘e had Tea. e were very elegant. The accommodations we had I thoug
were quite interesting. lLiother and myself were in one cabin, along W
two young ladies. and one of the girls had a brother traveling on the
ship and he was bunked in the same cabin as my Dad. So that made it
of nice because the adults had companye.

You left on the high tide at night, midnight ?

Unhuh, midnight. 4nd the folks woke me up out of bed, woke me up and
carried me down so I could wave Good-by to the last of the dear old
island. .

ilell so you remember pushing away from there.

Yeah I remember, you know it's a very clear experience for & youngste
to feel all this vibration under you, under your feet, under your bot
And everybody was all excited, everybody was all bawling and crying ¢
carrying on.

Let's see, you went as what were you second class passengers 7.

Yeah we traveled Second Class because my father, Sam, would not perm

my mother and myself to come through Ellis Island since most immigre

were treated so harshly on the Island.

Let's not get there yet. 1ihat else do you remember about coming ove
I rémember it was a very smooth voyage we had no trouble at all. I
the least bit seasick. I remember getting in touch with lots of ste
and lots of little boys, they had young cabin boys I guess you would
them, that handed out the bouillon and the tea and especially the

cookiea and the cakese.
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How many days did it take you to come here 7

8 days to cross the ocean. I remember that we got into New York harbo:
just about 5 o'clock and I think it was a ivednesday.

Did you see the Statue of Liberty ?

Oh yeah. It really was worth while because we got in 38 5 o'clock, %]
stevedores had gone home and we couldn't be unloaded until the next
morning. So we lay out in the harbor all night and we could see the
Statue of Liberty and the outline of the buildings of New York all the
lights.

Did it excite you ?

Oh yeah. It was exciting for the folks and it was lots of fun for me.,
When did they hit Ellis Island to let the gmyk® people off that had go:
let's see, who went to Ellis Island ?

Steerage Class. Third Class. The least paying class went to Ellis
Island and they would take them off on launches. They went down the s
not a rope ladder, they had steps, like we have the inside steps to th
attic, they'd have steps that they put down and they'd hand the folks
down onto those launches and then they'd run them over to Ellis Island
Did they take their possessions with them ?

No their possessions were unloaded at the dock and then they vould be

claimed once those people were released.

Well then what did, this was before you docked?

When the boat did come up to the pier then onboard from the American
authorities came the doctors and the immigrantion people who checked 1t
passports. In Second Claés you went into the, what woyld be like the
Dining Saloon and you lined up so, you know, many lines and then you

would pass in front of a doctor and pass in front of this immigration
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officer and you had to show your passport and you had to, you know, he
would look at your skin to see you had no breakage or scabs or what-have
you. Also checked your vaccination.

Vo you remember having had to get shots or anything to come to America
by the way ?

No except the vaccination, but I'd had that, you know, going into
school so I didn't have to have another one. And they had you, I had
long hair in two great big braids and they had that undone, they asked
that to be undone and then you - - =

Why ¢ Oh to see if you had lice ?

Unhuh. Then they popped it over your head and you kmow you run your
hands through so the doctor could look at it and see you didn't have 1i
Then we had no trouble coming through this immigration deal.OFCourse we
did have to stay together, the three of us had to be together. And the
funny part is that on the passport it says margaret and Samuel, and his
wife kargaret and child. Doesn't say on there daughter "and that's whex
we ran into trouble.

How just the three of you, well other people, but the three of you came
together as a family.

Yes the three of us¢é§migrated.

Your gradfather didn't come with you ?

Oh na, my grandfather had come and my grandmother had come as near ai
count it out, somewhere between 1865 and 1870. And they1snm1grated at
that time by sailing vessal which took eight weeks on the ocean. Brin
your own tea and your food and your blankets. And they came to, must
landed at. Bostom because they eventually wound up in Fall River,

Massachusetts. Now Grandfather Cameron was & stone mason, the sort of
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person that builds cathedrals, kou know like the ikmmxy Armory down here.
And Fall Kiver had no stone buildings at all, they were all frame, you
know wooden houses, wooden buildings like this house is,asd Grandfather
couldn't find work and couldn't find work so eventually he capitulated
and he went into Coates Thread Kill.

Oh the Coates Company.

Yeah, J.P. Coates. And up there and with his first week's wages he
stopped on his way home and planked the whole kit and kitboodle down on
their passage back to Scotland because he didn't like factory work, the
didn't have his kind of trade. That's astounding because surely he
could have found it somewhere else in this coyntry.

Now this is the same grandfather who died but then you went to live wit
the grandmother ?

That's right.

I seé, So she had been to America before.

She had been, yes, very briefly.

For a brief period of time.

And then she went back to Scotland and she had her family, you know,
Margaret and liary and the others of her family.

Well so you came to America. when you came to americe then where did }
live, what did your father do and how did you go to school, etc. ?

vie have to be claimed. You have to have a sponsor when you come to
America, when youfzsﬁigrate. vie came to the first cousins of lLiargarés
who were the descendents of the grandparents'brother and sister; 8o
were all of the same family.

Did you have to be assured, your father have to be assured of a job ?
No, my father didn't have be assured of a job but he had to have a

Head. Tax.
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Head Tax ?

That's right. A certain amount of money that would guarantee that we

would not, you know, become public charge. You know, step off the boat
and go on welfame. So they didn't have enough because they had spent al
their money on the fare and what they did was to go to the 2 brothers-i
law and borrow enough money to say to the man, "Yes here is so much mons
I have with me." Ve landed, we got off the boat on the J/ednesday, Fathe

had us out sight-seeing on a Sunday, on the Saturday and lionday the letd
and the money was in the mail on the way back to Scotland. |

So the Tax iiwoney was paid to - - -

\ias borrowed frdm his brothers-in—law.

ilho lived ?

In Scotland. 4aAnd he sent it right back. So here we wmxmx were in Ameri
without a penny. DNot really. Not that bad. Father went to work in +l
electricial work. He belonged to the Union in Scotland, an In&ernation:
Union in Scotland and he contacted the Union offices here in America an
eventually he got to work.

They helped him get a job here then really ?

4
No not really. They didn't want any'hamn immigrants so he fought them :

he got in. And he worked.in the Hews-Building in New York and he work:
the Chrysler Building and many other sky-scrapers. He worked on the, w
we called it the Inter-Brough Subway. It's just the Subway now. But i
all been consolidated. He worked there right up until his retirement: a
67 or vhat-ever.,

where did you live when you first came to New York ?

Agnes and John VWood lived in St. John's Place which was in the Prospect
Park section.

Right in New York.

In Brooklyn. Ve all moved in to the same, I mean they were already the
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it was their apartment. Ium, Dad and myself moved in, you know, vith
them .zx2 €ome the spring,John and agnes went out to California so we t«
over the running of the apartment; never told the landlord,We're all
ond)what difference did it make. So anyway once the apartment beneat]
us was vacant we asked if we could have that and by this time John and
‘Agnes. had returned from California so we had Wood on the second floor

and wood on the third floor. and it made it good, you know, for the

ladies because they had somebody to talk to. I think that helped my
mother, you know, that she wasn't so homesick. Ilie, I never got home-
sick; I thought this was the best place in the world.

Really, you became right away you felt like you were right at home whe
you came to America.

Yesterday or Saturday I received a card from a girl that I met the day
came to America.

Really, how wonderful.

"yWe've exchanged birthday cards and Cpristmas cards all those years, An

that was '23 that's 55 years., That's a long time. iioodie stop
eryng. (‘L’}' Woodae,Mao‘h f"”wmf)

That's all right. (INOT FOR THu TYPIST) A good dog ought to be
heara. ( 2 ) (DONH'T EVeR INTSRVIEW ANYONZ WHO KBEPS CﬁEEEﬁBS In
THE HOUSE) «::}

ihat was the schéol like and how did the children in New York; did the
differ at all from the school you had been used to ?

vlell my family was wXere, was very strict. You did what your pgrents
t0ld you to do and if you got too sassy, you heard about it. I came :
August, that meant I went to school in September and because of the I

change from Robertson to jm&b Vood, liother had destroyed all the reco:

school. records, cause they were all under Robertson., I don't know hot

she explained it but she did.
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Your name had been Hebecca Robertson and they just changed it to Rebec

wvood 7

Wwell no, you see _— = = Wood, they were iLir. and krs,

Wo00G.

Yeah but I mean changed your name to Hebecca iiood ?

Yeah, It's an entirely different family. iie just dropped the
Hobertson. So when I came to school in America and I went to Public Sc
lumber 9 in Brooklyn &n Vanderbilt Avenue. I was simply known as
Rebecca iiood.

You adjusted quite easily ?

Oh yeah. No trouble.

How about the kids did you find the, how about their Brooklyn accents,
did that throw you ?

No but gigf threw themj’ Oh we had a very broad accent.

Could you give an imitation ?

No, I have forgotten. I was very much anxious to become an Americar
and I think the first week when I wrote back to my Grandmother Cameror
I kept on writing: "I guess, I think, Ish~-ka-bibble",

Ish-ka-bibble. ( Popular  SINGER).

You know,whatever the popular phrase was then. But my mother and fatl
never lost their accent. They retained some XX of it. But I was toc
anxious to become an American., I lost mine in no time.

Did you go through school and graduate in Brooklyn ?

Yeah, uh~huh. ihen I went to school in Brooklyn I was put back & cou;
of years, I guess it was a couple of years because I didn't know the
American history and geography. I was ahead on the English and on th
arithmetic and on the reading but I did not know American geographye.
One day in history class the teacher was talking about. George ¥Washing

and she was trying to have the children say thgt he was the Father of
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this country so she asked "who was he ?" and I stuck my hand up - -
"I know, I know" and she says "All right Rebecca, who was he ?" and I

promptly got up and I said "He's a dirty renegade and if we could of go

our hands on him we'd of hung him."

You forgot that you wanted to be an American at that point.

At that point. I was provoked you know. I knew all about the Kings
and the Lords and the hichard the Thirds and so on, I knew all about

them. But I couldn't see George Vashington to save my soul, he was a

Qgg'Guy! I didn't understand why the whole class went wuuhhh !
Poor teacher, she had to leave the room. Go out i, the hall,

But you did catch up and - - -

Oh I graduated early from Grammer School because when I took my tests
I was further ahead and of course I could sit there and fxmmx dream
through the other topics and zmmwemxzte concentrate on the geography.
Did you graduate from High School then ? |

Yes, then I went to a2 Girl's High.

Girl's High ?

Yeah. By this time my family had moved away from St. John's Place and
were in Flatbush and we were close to a school called Erasmus and that
was co-educational. And I liked that. You can ¥k see that and it was
only 2 blocks away from my house and I thought that would be a lot of £
But lionme and Poppa said XEEXX  "HNo way, no way". So I went to Girl!
High which was the first high school in the whole city of Brooklyn whea
girls were educated. A very old school,

Now was that a Public School ?

Oh yeah. A regular high schhal, a regular New York City School System.
And that's all we had in it, females. We did have a man Chemistry
teacher and a man algebra feacher, poor guys, gee they had a hard time,

But I graduated from there and went to - - -
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ylell after school, let's see how old were you approximately when you
graduated then ? '

I was 18 when I graduated.

Did you then go to work ?

Yeah, I graduated January 28, by about February 3 I was working. In an
office. I was doing office work. And then that was '31l.

You said that you regisgered to vote ?

Yeah, I had been reading up on it and I found out that if you would be

21, which was the date to vote in those days; 21 on the day kemf befc

or the day after your birthday was you know, voting day; then you could
register'in the previous September. So I sailed down and told the man
wanted to register to vote. And he said, "How 0ld are you 2" and I s:
nI'm 20", "You can't vote." and I said, "Oh yes I can". SJ they all
had to run in the back and read it up. 4&nd then he wanted to know how
come, you know, I could vote on my father's papers.

Wwhat do you mean on your father's papers %

His Liaturalization Papers. So they registered me and I voted. We tos
a great deal of pride in voting because British women had the vo'te
before you did, the Americans did. And it was gne of the things that
heard in my house, in my lother's house.

what, that we should vote 7

You Vote !
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SIDE TWO
Let's see. I'm trying to count out tne years. 12 and 21 would be 32,
right ? =1 preceeded to work in various offices in lianhattan
usually, ana my job was a book-keeper, typist, telephone girl, what-eve
ot secretarial work.
What places, for instance, can you give some names of places you
worked ? |
Oh yeah. -1 viorked in Doll and Smith. That was a advertising agency.
Syndicate Hewspaper Advertising. And that was when, I was working the:
when the banks went under. The Bank Lioratorium I think they called it.
And you couldn't put money in the bank, even if the guy sent you the
check, you still coukdn't take it to the bank and deposit it. 3So thin

got bad and newspaper advertising just fell. So they had to let a lot

‘us out. And ffom there I went to Hare Books And First Editions. That

name was Bennett Brothers. And they were on 26th Street, no 56th Stre
I enjoyed that job, I got all of 315,00 a week. 415.00 a week, all t
books I could read and when !.r. Bennett went on a rare book buying tri
up to these, you know, Hew England or Upstate New York and he bought,
you know, a half a carton of books for 52.00, I got all the ones that
didn't like, didn't need., So I had a lot of books. And from there I
went to larcato Elevator. And their office building, we had the whole
building. First floor was where the equipment was, the truck was,
trucks. sSecond floor was the office. Right in the neart of Hell's
Kitchen. 41st Street between 9th and 10th Avenue. If you worked late
you were locked into the office. ilhen it was time to go you took a
stick and you bashed on the ceiling and the man Who lived upstairs wou
hollar down and you'd tell him'you're ready to go - - - "Well wait a
minute and I'11l come unlock the door and then I'll walk you to the
subway." '

You mean it was a dangerous area ?
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Oh yes, it was a bad area at njght.

Why was it called llell's Kitchen %

It just all the dregs of humanity congregate there.

+ould that be where Skid xtow would be, that type.

Yes, it was that sort of thing. It's a place where XXX Al Capone hung
out. I don't mean that he hung out in that particular building, the
vwhole area, it's bad. vell narcato got out of there, they moved out
Long Island. By that time I was done. Somewhere along about oh '39,
140, '41, something like that., 3ord came through from the State that
they were not to advance any salaries, this was a way of forcing us
into %u)ﬁQM?% . why I was getting all of 24,00 a week there. Big
money.

You were still woriing at the elevator place ?

At the elevator concern, yeah. i/le did repairs and installations of
elevators and getting a little Dbit provoked because you couldn't make
324,00 go. Prices wxm weré going ahead all the time.

were you living in an apartment by yourself ?

Wo, no, no I was staying home with my folks., And my father had gone
back into liarine work in the Navy Yard.

That would have been the Brooklyn Havy Yard ?

Umhuh. So I thought maybe I ought to go into war work but I didn't knt

what to do about it until I saw in the paper they were giving a test

for working in the Havy Yar®. So I went and I took the test in July.

liow was this a Civil Service test %

No, it wasn't a Civil Service test. It was a,I guess it was really
comprehension test. It took them 3 or 4 months to tell me that I had
passed it. And then I was called down to take my physteal and I passe
that. And then I came home. Now liother knew I had taken the test, sh

knew I passed it. but never said anything to my FPa. So the night that
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came home, having passed all my physical and that, I had to tell him,
my Pa, that I was going tﬁere. Then he told me that if ne saw me in th
Navy Yard he was going to look the other way because no decent woman
worked in the Navy Yard. So, I saw him twice in the Navy Yard and we
both looked the other way.

1Jell he had to have changed his mind on that because when the war came
along, the Second ‘/orld i/ar came along, lots of women worked there, rig
I know but, you know, his daughter was better than averybody else.
V\ihat kind of work did you do ?

oh, I went in there, the idea was you was that you went to work as a
Trainee and they were looking very strenuously for anybody that would t
to welding. So that every girl that went in there started as a welder,
You were a welder trainee.

Is that where the song "Rosie the Riverter" came from and you were the
girl they sang about ?

So -anyway, I was in there a week, tack welding, when this little 4 by

4 Irishman comes along after I had set my lock on fire)and taps me on 1
shouylder and he says "You don't want to be a welder do you? You don't

want to be a welder! follow me." So I followed him, which was, I mean
was the bods, so I followed him and that's how come I got to be a Shi;
Fitter,

A Ship Fitter ?

Ship Fitter, instead of being a welder.

0-K, what was a Ship Fitter 7

Transfers the design, the pattern, from the wood or the paper onto the
steel with a center punch and hammer and drop line and squares. Some
the steel is so thick and some of it is 4 inches, depends on what you'
working on.

.ao'you have to wear a mask of some sort to protect you ?

Prd
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No, you had to wear Safety Goggles. Had to wear a uniform. Trousers.,
At that time women didn't wear slacks very much.

I didn't have a pair of trousers to my name. I went out and I bought
sdme oh, in my family we called them Boiler Suits. Blue jeans., Bib
over-alls.

Did you have to put your hair in a net ?

liy hair had to be under a cap all the time.

And your rings had to be off ?

liothing on your hands. And after 2 while I got my box of tools.

You had to buy your own tools 7

lio, no, no. Issued to me. But that's a great achievement when you
got your tool box. Like getting a label on you.

iell jiar Jdork, there was probably a lot of it.

feah. wiell we were in, you know, late '41l early '42, we were very, Ver,

busy because what was happening the - - - the German Submarines were no

too far out from kew York Harbor. And the ship would leave tonight and
out and not being equiped or ready the easiest thing to do was to ram
the submarine. So we kept getting, we'd finish getting a ship ready
and come in the next morning and it was all bashed up again. The whole
bow would be caved in where the;h;gg1?ammed the submarine. That's all
did for, ohfoﬁonths and months on end, make bows for Destroyers.
Do you remember any blackouts that you had to participate in because of
the war ?
Ho, I don't remember that. I know that we were all sworn to secrecy.
Wie had to pass by the liarines every time that we went in and out. 4and
had to have an I.D. with your picture on it. They sent us to school.
And well - I was picked to work for the F. B. I. And he spied on me fo
=

wekks. and weeks to see who I talked to aﬁd who I didn't talk to. Then

eventually why I was asked if I would do that. Then it was my job to ¢
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around and listen and spy on the other people.

Oh my goodness. Somewhere along the line you met a young man.

Oh yes. Wy chum and I, Vera, Vera, my chum. - - - and I. George
was in the liavy Department, she was alone., I was alone.

Who was George 7 (VW of W W)

That was her husband. I was xmmex alone. So we decided that we
would go to the Y VW and take some classes. Well when the ten week
course was finished we still wanted to have some exercises so we though-
we'd go bowling at the Y. ‘hich we did. And we got to kmow other
people there and we made up two teams of, you know, four. So that was
eight. Came down this particular night with our Allys reserved for

8 o'cloklk and mik wac somebody playing on them. And we asked how soon
he'd be done and oh, "He'd get off right now! "iell don't bother
because our party isn't complete yet, someone else to come® viell the
someone else never showed up and he was asked to join the group of
eight and that's hpw I met him, Picked him out in the Bowling Ally.
What was his name 7

IHZEXKEXFZ Joseph P, Kennedy.

Now when were you and Joe qugigd ?

e were married in 1948.

In New York ?

Lio, we were married in Ohio.

How come ?

Because I didn't like New York and he had a - - =

You didn't like New York, wait & minute, I've got to hear this. You
didn't like New York ?

Up here, up here. \ie were going to be married and come to live up here
Where's up here ?

In MEQEEE‘ And I didn't like the winters that were up here so I didn'-

want to move up here, Because well, after you got out of New Y
ork
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if you got up beyond Central Park it was full of vild Indians' and
/

Snow ostorms.
So you went on to Ohlo.

Joe had worked in the Havy Yard and of course when you're let out
there is, of the Kavy or any place I gather, when you're let 6ut of
war work there is a time when you just can't walk from one job into

another. So after me crabbing about coming up here and all the sSnov

there was he decided that he would go to Ohio where he had a sister
living in Vanworth. 50 he got a job in Vanworth. Then he started
bugging me about getting married so I went out to Vanworth and
married him.

vihat brought you to Albion and your work there ?

Jell we had owned this farm, Joe owned this farm. He byought this
farm from the war money. ¥From the war earnings.

You mean this place where you're living right now ?

' Yes. He had bought this farm. And he had always wanted to live ir

this area because he remembered from the time he was a boy travelir
from Buffalo to Irondequoit to see his grandmother. His mother's
mother. And he always thought this was so pretty. Now the only tix
I can think about would be that he came through here in lMay when tl
apple blossoms were out. No really - - - -

So that convinced you to live here too ?

Noe. So we had to decide what we were going to do, let this plac

~go to pot or come home and take care of it. So we canme home.,

Jell when did you start working in Albion for the Highway Departme

I came home in 1951 and the only job I could get was with Heinz's.
That summer season. Tomato¢ line. And then as a result of gettir
started in there and becoming Xnown around I went to work in an

automobile agency on liaple Ridge. And - - a - — where else did I
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work here — - I worked in Bemis Brother Bag out there in Albion, and the
someone got me a - - - after Joe died - - recommended that I be intervie
by the Fersonal han down there in Albion and I got the job.

iiow what job is that, would you tell us ?

Oh, I'm an account—clerk-typist for the Orleans County Highway Départmel
You've been there now for how long ?

10 years, since 1968.

That's wonderful.

October '68.

And you ére working in a different building than you were.

Yeah, when I first went to work I went to work in the Court House. I W

to work for Henry Hannan and he bugged me and bugged me to take the tes

Take a Civil Service. And I decided that I couldn't take a Civil Servi
test in NHovember, starting my job in October, I wasn't ready in Novembe
80 I delgyed it, taking the test, but in the meantime I sent to Albany
and I got the book to study up and then I took the Civil Service test.
You took a trip to Canada in 1946 that was quite meaningful to you. 7
After the war service I decided that I needed a nice long vacation so I
went to visit some relatives my, Sam ood's side, in London, Ontario.
And I stayed there about 5 weeks. And John Wood suggested, instead of
going, returning to Joe's parents the same way that I had come up, why
didn't I take the circle around and see more of the country. So I did
and when I crossed the border back into the United States the clerk, the
immigration clerk, did not xmwwwixzx recognize my X¥XEXXL folder's
transcript from King's County - - - suggested that I get off the bus an
go into the Naturalization Bureau where I met an older man, longer in i
gervice than this young chap and was advised to get my own citizenship
because I was traveling under my father's citizenship. So I proceeded

on the following lionday to go to the Department of Justice with my litt
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v5.00 and say I want my citizenship. He started to ask me vvhen 1 came
and what I did, etc. and then announced that I was a alien and I had
been a alien and I had no rights as a americen citizenéhip.

And here you had bpeen voting all this time.

Yeah, I'd been voting since - - -

Working in the war - - - how come the F.B.I. didn't find that out ?
Because every time they asked me , - - "Oh, I'm 2 citizen, my father's ¢
citizen, I'm a citizen." But you see there was no reference at all
ta the fact that iargaret and Sam had adopted me legally.

They did legally adopt you ?

Yes, umhuh, And they legally adopted me, I guess it was not quite 18
When were you adopted ?

pergaret and Sam ¥Wood legally adopted me on October 30, 1930.

0-EK. So even though you were legally adopted you were not really &
citizen 7

No,'I vias not a citizen because adopted children do not get citizenship
DEErsTitame Citizenship. You have to apply for your own. So I proceed
ta. apply, I bet you my file in Washington is yay thicB. And finger-
ﬁrinted, mug shots, and between the time I made my application, under t
name of Rebecca Wood, and the time that I got my citizenship, I married
And I moved to Ohio. So that I had to wait longer time than ordinary t
get my citizenship, but I.have my papers, which were Izsmaw issued in
1949.

So now you are a complete American citizen.

Absolutely,

We will now stand and sing the National Anthem. C:)

vihen your husband, Joe Kennedy, came up here you said he had bought th:

farm - - — did he intend to be a farmer ?
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No the farm was too small to make a living, a family living off it.
And it was too big to work and hold an outside job because at that time
Joe was working ip Bell aircraft in Wheatfield. So we would put the
fields into grain crops, wheat or barley or corn, and we'd have our
Truck Garden.

Vias he into the Soil Bank at all?

Yeah., That was under the Soil Bank. The wheat was under the soil banl

because. you could not, you could only put a certain number of acres in
it. And we bought a brand new 1952 Ford Tractor which was his pride
and joy. He taught my mother how to drive it and that pleased her
immensely.

liell as coming from Brooklyn do you like it here now to this area ?
well I was astonded to myself because having lived in Brooklyn where y

fal woo

garden was just a - - - maybe 4 foot from the buildingm1n9t the grass ;

have, I just loved all the outdoors things. snd I like viorking with

What about the winters 7

Oh, I manage, I managed.. It wasn't too bad. Joe had the tractor and
he'd sweep out the drive-way and that would let us get out and in to g
to work. hen he was working iy Bell and I was working down in
i;iddleport we'd leave together. I'd have, of necessity, have to go an
hour early and walk over to the plant, Food lachinery and then he - -
How long have you lived on this road then ? (5, CM)

I've been here since 1351, but we've owned the place since 1943. ile h

tenents on the place while we lived in Ohio.

"I don't understand why you don't have a Brooklyn accent.

Well I don't know either, my mother said that I didn't sound like a
Brooklyn that I sounded like a Vestern New Yorker. Teople say that I

sound like a Brooklynite, I don't know. Iliaybe I'm just adaptable, thi
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/7EB what other people say. Other neonlc.
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bince your dog is on tape, what is your aoZ's name i

vy Egg is called .oody. pecause she runs like ny father does, did she
as brave as nmy iother. As soon as somebody comes she hides behind me.
Oh, iiood, sure. Woody sure. |

./ell Thank You very much, Rebecca for letting us interview you on

your birthday. C&o;( o{b C%)

iiell Thank You for the nice gift.

ell this is wanderful, we haven't had anybody from Scotland and I thin
this is grand.

vJell one day when work is over I hope to be able to go back there,

Have you ever gone backy :

o I never have, i,y folks went back, They had 3 trips over to
Scotland. ot in the war time, after the war was over. And they went
after they retired. iie, I like to go to foreign places where they don'
speak my Iazmmxgs language. I like to see how they live. xzRENRpIR A
couple of years ago I went to London, knglanc.

That's not foreigm. '

iio, but then I crossed the Channel and went to Faris, Trance. On the
sane trip.

But you didn't go to 3cotland.

I think all my folks in Scotland, the ones that I vould know, that wouw
be in my own generation, we have grown so far apart, IEAXXAXWEXX that

vie'd be strangerse.

***%**************************

The above interview was transcribed by Mrs. Betsy Hoffman.
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