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A ‘Hive’ on the cutti

CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION:

By MATT SURTEL

we're trying to do is, ‘What are

msurtel@batavianews.com universities, looking at right
PERRY— It's Mondaymorn- nowas far as the cutting edge?’
ing at Perry High School and and we're trying to emulate

that.” \

The changes are driven by
reality — a new world in which
traditional lectures and learn-
ing don’t always make the

junior Elissa Uveino isinstalling
_acameramountona high-tech

. drone.
While she works, freshman
Kayla Jensen simultaneously

describes the “Petal it Forward” grade.
project she worked on, which ~ dt's also an environment in
inciuded the scientific basis of which cutting-edge technology
_handingoutflowers. and agricultureare increasingly
~ And a few minutes later, intertwined, with relevance
sophomore Louie Beck per- waybeyond old-style farming.
formsatestrunonavideo game “ teach all of junior high,
he’s animated himself—slowly which I think is the best thing
" working out the glitches in the ever in relation to agricul-
programming. ture, because most of the
" This isn’t your grandfather’s other schools teach only high
agriculture and technology school,” said ag teacher Megan
class. Nor your father's, your Burley. “Everybody in seventh
mother's, or even what stu- and eighth grade needs to take
dents experienced 10yearsago.  an agricultural class — every-
It's part of what Perry High body.
School calls “The Hive,” or “It exposes my seventh grad-
“Habitat for Innovation in Edu-  €rsto careers in agriculture and
cation.” when they hit eighth grade it's
The area — much more of a farm-to-table, or understand-
digital and technological pro- ing where your food’s coming

from,” she continued. “And in
the high school, I teach horti-
culture, leadership and an in-
dependentstudy.

“It's a growing program, S0
we're looking to add a couple
more classes,” she said. “My
eighth grade class is trying to
grow as much product as pos-
sible to incorporate into our
school lunch program, so right
nowwehavelettuce we'vebeen
harvesting, and we're initially
utilizing in the classroom.”

That translates to classes,
projects and careers earlier
generations might otherwise
have found unfathomable.

The projectsinclude growing

ductionspacethana traditional
classroom — opened this past
September. It's specifically
designed foster cutting-edge
~ learning and career prepara-
tionmarapidly-evolvingworld.

It's also the latest develop-
mentinaprocesswhich sawthe
Perry's tech program reinstated
10 years ago, and the retum of
its agriculture program back in
February.

“There’s that old saying,
You don’t skate to where the
puck is, you skate to where the
puckis going.” said technology
teacher Mark Mancari. “We can
see some of these technological

advancements that are coming
down the pipeline and start to hydroponic crops, monitoring
g Silver Lake's water quality, and

introduce them.
«Part of the concept of what using aerial drones t0 monitor

Perry’s new educational space takes ag
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area croplands. And goingeven. 8
deeper, they have included a
student using 3D printers and
carbon fiber materials to quite
literally produce and manufac-

grxre his own circuit boardsand ¢ ;]Jf;pu%?% S:Eg%uro?glloxq
one :

' ' *910A uryoeoidd
The appeal extends way be- 9]0A AU} e

s Jo aoueyiodun a

yond the traditional boundar-  “ygyy weonoury sll?e 93111111;811
1efs ofwhaté)etcl)ple ?nce thought  yy pareadde apnre Aq]]s% 9Iq;
ofasagand shop classes. e

Jensen, 14, lives in the village  a8exns aql\ll : 0O 110111\9maA0w
and has no agricultural back- B} ul &

ground — yet she’s taking the

classes anyway.
“] really like how students
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