Murdock had p10neer1n§ it

OVERLOOKED ORLEANS: Early family settled Iocally after a gruellng frontler journey

By MATT BALLARD
msurtel@batavianews.com

RIDGEWAY — We are fortu-
nate to retain the images of our
pioneer ancestors, showing the
faces of hardship and tribula-
tion.

A studio portrait taken in
Rochester shows Seymour B.
Murdock of Ridgeway in his ad-

vanced age, likelyin hislate 70s. .

More than 200 years ago,
Murdock was brought to the
frontier of Western New York by
his father and namesake, Sey-
mour Murdock. They arrived
onjune 1, 1810.

The Murdock clan, con-
sisting of 12 family members,
packed into wagons drawn by
a team of oxen for the nearly
300-mile journey. Upon reach-
ing the Genesee River, the fam-
ily was met by dense forests
and difficult travel the entire
distance to their next stop at
Clarkson.

There theylodged inarough-
ly constructed log tavern before
starting the journey westward
to the family lotin Ridgeway.

The next stretch of the ex-
pedition was far more treach-
erous. Between Clarkson and
Ridgeway, the family encoun-
tered three poorly constructed
log cabins during the two-day
trek.

Upon their arrival at Otter
Creek, the family was met by
embankments lined with logs
to form a “dugway.” The path
was so steep as to form a nearly
perpendicular trail up the west
bank.

To drag the wagons up the
precipice, the oxen were ma-

neuvered to the top of the hill
and the wagons pulled from
the creek. The oxen struggled
under the heavyload and at one
pointwere pulled backwards by
the weight of the wagons; one
ox buckled under the weight,
caught his horn under a root,
andtoreit cleanoff. -

Traveling further westward,
the family encountered anoth-
er challenge upon reaching the
banks of Oak Orchard Creek.

A similar dugway was con-
structed at this site for use by
the “Yankee Wagons” used by
earlier pioneer groups. The
pathway proved too narrow for
the long axles of the Conestoga
wagons used by Murdock’s
group and it nearly rolled the
wagons and oxen down the em-
bankment.

The arrival at the family’s
new homestead was welcomed
with great celebration. Provi-
sions were immediately spread
out in preparation for a “first
meal” on the new land. One

_ can only imagine how frightful

those early years were for fami-
lies with young children.

Roughly 30 miles south was
Batavia, the location of the
closest store, post office, and
church. Niagara Falls was the
closest grist mill.

The closest neighbors in any
direction were approximately
five to seven miles away.

As the War of 1812 raged
on the Niagara Frontier, fo-
cus shifted from raising crops
to protecting pioneer homes.
This created alack of provisions
and forced families to abandon
their homes in search of safety
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Seymour Murdock endured tough times as an Orleans County

pioneer.

and security.

When the British captured
Fort Niagara, local men took
up arms in preparation for the
potential eastward path of the
enemy. A band of Tuscarora
Indians passing along the Ridge
gave the locals quite a scare be-
fore they realized the group was
friendly.

During this same time, Gen.
George Izard was traveling
along the Ridge Road toward
Fort Niagara when he encoun-

tered the elder Seymour Mur-
dock attempting to raise a barn.

With a lack of able-bodied
men in the area, the General di-
rected his troops to assistin the
construction of the barn.

A bronze historic marker sits
on the site, calling attention
to this barn situated approxir
mately 100 feet southeast of the
road.

Itwas in this barn that Betsey

Murdock conducted the ﬁrs't

schoolin Ridgeway.



