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OVERLOOKED ORLEANS

Greenewas adevoted
advocate for education

PUBLIC SERVICE: Albion resident also help

By MATT BALLARD
Orleans County Historian

ALBION — In the earliest
years of settlement in Orleans
County, the establishment of
religious and educational in-
stitutions was of the upmost
importance.

Pioneers cleared their land
of trees, constructed cabins,
planted crops — and once all
other necessities were met,
established rural schools to
educate their children.

In Albion, Caroline Phipps
Achilles became a driving
force behind the creation
of female-only educational
institutions when she con-
structed her seminary in
1840.

It was soon after that
other academies developed
throughout the region, in-
cluding the Albion Academy
and Yates Academy, which
would produce highly suc-
cessful and industrious grad-
uates.

These tuition-driven in-
stitutes provided a valuable
service to the community,
although limited to those
families who could afford it.
The concept of using taxa-
tion to support the common
school system allowed for the
creation of the union school,
providing education beyond
the rural one-room school-
house.

Freeman Abram Greene
was a product of the early
academy system. Born on
Sept. 23, 1844, Greene was
educated in the rural school
districts of Yates before at-
tending the famed Yates
Academy. It was upon the
completion of his studies
there that he entered the Uni-
versity of Rochester, graduat-
ingin 1869.

His absence from Orleans
County was short-lived and
he returned to Yates to teach
in the same school that pro-
vided him with his outstand-
ing education. From there he
taught several years in Wilson
but was called to Albion soon
after. Having established
quite the reputation as an
educator, Greene was asked
to serve as the first princi-
pal of the Albion Union Free
School.

Greene remained in that
capacity for approximately
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Freeman Abram Greene was probably best-known as a school
superintendent in Albion. But his devotion to education

extended far beyond that.

seven years when the school
board provided him with
the opportunity to serve as
school superintendent.

Starting in 1887 he was
paid $800 annually to act
in that capacity. During his
tenure, the reputation of the
school grew and enrollment
increased. With the loss of Al-
bion’s earliest library in a fire
around 1881, Greene worked
diligently to establish a re-
placement. He studied the
methodology and standards
associated with libraries at
the time and pushed for its
continued growth.

Later, he would approach
Lillian Achilles to oversee the
collection until she left that
position upon the establish-
ment of the Swan Library in
1900.

Freeman Greene's com-
mitment to education ex-
tended far beyond the Albion
Union Free School. Working
with other prominent men
from Albion including Isaac

Signor, he assisted in the cre-
ation of a university exten-
sion center, which offered ad-
vanced classes to students in
his school. Signor would en-
list Greene to write the history
of schools in Orleans County
for publication in Landmarks
of Orleans County. :

Greene'’s second wife, Su-
san Price Greene, was be-
lieved to be a descendant of
Quakers and was acquaint-
ed with Susan B. Anthony.
During her visit to Albion
in January of 1894, Anthony
wrote that she immediately
traveled to the home of Prof.
Greene, Superintendent of
the school at Albion. The
couple led Anthony to the
courthouse where she deliv-
ered an address to a sizeable
audience.

Freeman continued as the
superintendent of the Union
Free School until 1899 when
he resigned the position due
to poor health. He died at Al-
bion on Aug. 25, 1900.



