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ALBION — The history of
Orleans County at the turn of
the 20th century is dotted with
snippets of crimes, both infa-
mous and petty.

They cover intoxication and
theft on one end of the spec-
trum up to homicide and mur-
der on the other.

With the enactment of the
18th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution in 1920 came a
decade-long period of crime
and corruption marred by il-
legal booze manufacturing,
rum running, racketeering,
and murder. Local men, such
as Horace Kelsey, were tasked
with the role of sheriff and
found themselves responsible
for many of those cases.

Kelsey was born on Oct. 13,
1866 and was raised in Carlton
and Murray, working on area
farms as a young man.

His earliest experiences
with the criminal justice sys-
tem resulted from his work as
a custodian for the courthouse
and jailor at the county jail. His

' name was put forth as a candi-
date for county sheriff in 1922,
which he easily defeated his
opponent, Charles Bacon of
Medina.

Although he served one
term in that capacity, his ten-
ure as sheriff was far from or-
dinary.

One of the largest criminal
cases to fall before him was
the robbery of Citizens Bank
of Lyndonville in January 1924.
Thanks to the diligent work of
Deputy Jerry Butts of Medina,
the three men responsible for
stealing nearly $17,000 were
quickly apprehended.

The glory of the bust was
short-lived when Sheriff
Kelsey relieved Butts of his
duties as Deputy Sheriff soon
after. The dismissal hit papers
across Western New York, call-
irig for an explanation as to the
reasons behind the firing.

Kelsey's refusal to com-
ment on the affair left many
papers to speculate that the
influence of Senator Irving
L'Hommedieu of Medina
to gain Butts the job prior to
Kelsey's election — simply po-
litical.

It was later revealed that a
local organization of the Ku
Klux Klan in the Lyndonville
area submitted a letter of com-
plaint to the county. The letter
alleged that Butts frequently
attended their meetings with
the intention of disrupting the
gatherings.

As if the events seemed
all too coincidental, Kelsey
responded to a call from As-
semblyman Frank H. Lattin
of Gaines who awoke to find a
cross burning in his front yard
in May of 1924. The event sent
shockwaves throughout the
community, many fearful that
the Ku Klux Klan was increas-
ing active in the area.

A later call to break up a
raucous party at the Gaines
Grange on Ridge Road re-
vealed that a carload of young
teens was driving about the
town causing trouble. Kelsey
determined that the band of
hoodlums was responsible for
the late-night trouble at the
Lattin residence.

After his short tenure as
sheriff, later replaced by Ross
Hollenbeck, Kelsey moved to
the home of Burt Bidelman
on West Bank Street where he
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cement career

as county sheriff and Albion police chief

Horace Kelsey had a long career in Orleans County law
enforcement.

would live out the remainder
ofhislife.

His appointment as the Al-
bion police chief meant that
his career in law enforcement
was not over. Serving in that
capacity for nearly 14 years,
Kelsey retired in 1941 due to ill
health at the age of 75.

After several years of deal-
ing with physical ailments, the

retired sheriff and police chief
died of a heart attack on Sept.
21,1944.

As a member of the First
Baptist Church at Albion, the
Active Hose Company of the
Albion Fire Department, and
the 1.0.0.F. Kelsey was a be-
loved and respected member
of the local community; he was
buried at Mt. Albion Cemetery.



